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Gingrich wants to move embassy 
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«&nd has * legitimate right to choose its capital «... „ WK 
sfio^ a f ce P^ t tb ^’| > ^ G^grich said in an interview published 
Sunday in the Hebrew newspaper Haaretz. Mr. Gingrich de- 
scribed Iran as the number one security problem” for the United 
States, bet abo vowed concern about Syr&. “It is vital to extricate 
Syna fiom the circle of war so that the world can tackle two major 
problems: the rise of totalitarian terrorism and Iran's attempt to 
become a nudearpower, Mr. Gingrich said. He said he was not 
opposed to the deployment of U.S. troops on the Golan Heights as 
part of a peace treaty between Israel and Syria. “But I do not want 
» provide a Wank cheque and would first like to have the defence 
secreory’s view on the subject.” Mr. Gingrich added that Syria 
would be the last country to receive U.S. aid. “because President 
Hafez A] Assad is a dictator." However. U.S. fi»»n »»;»i constraints 
aba made it difficult to maintain the level of aid to Israel at the 
current S3 billion a year. 
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Jordan to withdraw unit from Croatia 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Jordan will withdraw its peacekeeping troops 
from Croatia as soon as the mandate of the U.N. forces deployed 
there ends in coordination with the United Nations, an official 
spokesman said Sunday. The spokesman, commenting on a 
oeetston by Croatian President Franjo Tudjman to end the 
mandate of U.N. peacekeeping troops in his country by March 31 , 
said the pullout of the troops will be implemented within 
conditions guaranieeing the security of all the troops and ensuring 
their safe return home. He said the Kingdom will coordinate with 
the United Nations and the Security Council on the process of 
pulling out the more than 3.000 Jordanian peacekeepers. The 
Jordanian contingent is the second larger in Croatia after the 
French unit. The official spokesman quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said the participation of the Jordanian forces in the 
peackeeping operations in Croatia was in response to Security 
Council Resolution 743 issued in 1992. The mandate of the 
international forces, according to this resolution, is valid for a 
specific period of time contingent on the approval of the host 
country — Croatia — and the Security Council, he added. 
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Saudi, Yemeni forces in 
standoff amid mediation 
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SANAA (Agencies) — Saudi 

and Yemeni forces faced 
each other in a tense stand- 
off on their disputed border 
on Sunday, as Egypt and 
Syria tried to prevent a new 
dash between the neighbours 
in the Arabian Peninsula. 

“The situation is very se- 
rious on the border, especial- 
ly in Saada and Mahara pro- 
vinces in northwestern and 
northeastern Yemen, where 
the two sides are building up 
troops,” a Western diplomat 
here told AFP. 

“The dispute is over milit- 
ary fortifications set up by 
Saudi border guards on 
Yemeni territory, which the 
Sanaa government is trying to 
dismantle so that it can ex- 
tend its authority there.” 

Arab diplomats in Sanaa 
and Riyadh earlier reported 
that Saudi Arabia had been 
massing military forces on the 
' border for several days, in- 
cluding missile launchers and 
warplanes. ■ 

There was no official Saudi 
. confirmation of the military 
build-up. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak held t alks with his 
Yemeni counterpart Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in Cairo on 
Sunday in a bid to defuse the 
tension./ 

In Riyadh, Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
. Khaddam met Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saad AI 
Faysal in a similar mediation 
bid.' 


Egyptian information 
minister Safwat Al Sherif said 
of the Cairo, -talks: 

“The whole meeting was 
dedicated to the crisis on the 
border between Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia and to try to 
understand their points of 
view (and) work more to 
solve this crisis.” 

Mr. Sherif declined to 
comment specifically on the 
reported troop build-up. 

Mr. Sherif said Mr. Mubar- 
ak was in constant contact 
with Saudi Arabia. 

“I believe there is a keen- 
ness to reach a decent settle- 
ment based on understand- 
ing. away from any deteriora- 
tion of tiie situation, and by 
avoiding any possibility of 
clashes on the borders be- 
tween the two brotherly 
states,” he added. 

President Saleh arrived in 
Paris later Sunday for a 
three-day visit to France. 

It was the Yemeni leader’s 
first stop on a European tour 
expected also to include the 
Netherlands and Germany, 
Yemeni officials said. 

He flew to France from 
Cairo, where Egyptian offi- 
cials said he had briefed Pres- 
ident Mubarak on Yemen’s 
fraught relations with its 
powerful Saudi neighbour. 

Mr. Saleh, whose forces 
last year defeated southern 
separatists after a two-month 
civil war, was greeted at Orly 
airport by Health Minister 
Simone Veil and a military 


honour guard. 

He was scheduled to meet 
President Francois Miner- 
land, Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe and UNESCO 
Director-General Federico 
Mayor on Monday and to 
leave for Amsterdam on 
Tuesday. 

Paris had expressed sup- 
port for Yemeni unity during 
the 1994 civil war, an aide 
said, and Mr. Saleh “will 
express his country’s appre- 
ciation and gratitude for the 
French stand.” 

Mr. Saleh also planned to 
discuss economic cooperation 
with France, the aide said. 

Iran meanwhile voiced its 
concern over the renewed 
border tension between Ye- 
men and Saudi Arabia and 
urged the two sides to avoid 
using force, the official news 
agency IRNA reported. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Mahmoud Mohamma- 
di, told the agency that his 
country “closely followed the 
developments and was wor- 
ried about the growing ten- 
sion in the region.” 

“We cannot remain in- 
different towards the crisis at 
our doorstep,” he said. 

Mr. Mohammadi urged 
both sides to avoid a military 
solution and resolve their dif- 
ferences through peaceful 
means. 

“The recent history of the 
region shows that resorting to 
force will only complicate dis- 
putes further,” he said. 


The two neighbours in the 
Arabian Peninsula have 
clashed several times on their 
disputed border since Ye- 
men’s civil war. 

Another Western diplomat 
here said Sunday: “There 
have been no clashes since 
Tuesday, when the last 
armed incident between 
Saudi and Yemeni forces 
took place.” 

He said Saudi Arabia was 
using “armed Yemeni tribes- 
men to whom they have 
handed over military forti- 
fications they built in the 
north of Saada and Mahara.” 

On Tuesday, armed Yeme- 
ni tribesman hostile to the 
Sanaa authorities and fi- 
nanced by Riyadh raised the 
Saudi flag in one area of 
Saada province, the Western 
diplomat said. 

“The Yemeni authorities 
managed to get the Saudi flag 
removed, but the tribesmen, 
who had been given Saudi 
identity cards, remained 
camped in the area, dissuad 
ing the Yemeni army from 
talcing military action,” he 
said. 

The tribes, which form the 
basis of Yemeni society espe- 
cially in the north of the 
country, challenge state au- 
thority in several areas which 
are beyond government con- 
trol. 

The Western diplomat said 
that after discussions be- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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BEIRUT (R) — Israeli 
planes attacked a Palestinian 
base near the Lebanese capit- 
al on Sunday, killing three 
people and forcing 'Beirut 
international airport to dose 
for an hour because of the 
danger to air traffic. 

Airport authorities said 
they shut the airport at 1400 
GMT and diverted incoming 
flights after Israeli planes 
rocketed targets in the hills 
only five kilometres south of 
the airport. 

It was the first time the 
— ,j airport had to dose since 
O U t S P O K ^ ^ Lebanon’s 1975-90 

* _ civil war. It was often dosed 

a.S CITY iFr by shelling during the war. 
idie Fnffl' The raid was the third by 
> leadins ■ Israeli warplanes into Leba- 
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and two flights of Lebanaon's 
Middle East Airlines from 
London and Geneva — were 
diverted to Lamaca in Cyp- 
tus, airport authorities said. 

The airport reopened at 
1500 GMT. 

Lebanese and Palestinian 
security sources said three 
people were killed as four 
Israeli jets swooped down re- 
peatedly to rocket the hills 
^ above the coastal village of 
inus* £ Na’ameh about 16 kilometres 
south of Beinit. 


Rocket hits settler 
house in West Bank 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — An 
Israeli anti-tank rocket, fired 
by unknown assailants, hit a 
Jewish settler house in the 
occupied West Bank town of 
Hebron on Sunday, the army 
said. No-one was hurt. 

West Bank army comman- 
der Gabi Ophir told reporters 
at the scene: “The event can- 
not be taken lightly, like any 
terrorist attack that occurs in 
this sector.” 

He stopped short of accus- 
ing Palestinians of carrying 
out the attack but the army 
imposed a curfew on the city 
centre and rounded up a 
number of Palestinians. 

Settlers said the rocket 
smashed through a window 
and struck a kitchen wall. A 
said riie was alone in the 
use when the rocket hit. , 

The rocket was a training 
model and lacked the explo- 
sive charge the army uses in 
laying siege to houses in 
shoot-outs with Palestinian 
guerrillas. 

The Israeli army admitted 
that 10 Law missiles of a type 


used for training were stolen 
from a military depot on the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank a 
year ago. 

It was the first time for 
several years that Palesti- 
nians reportedly used a mis- 
sile in the fight against 
occupation, and the army 
opened an immediate in- 
quiry. 

“Palestinians fired this mis- 
sile and we are preparing 
reprisals,” warned Hebron 
settler Baruch Marzel, leader 
of the hardline Kach move- 
ment which favours expulsion 
of Arabs. 

Hebron settler spokesman 
Noam Anion added: “The 
latest incidents in Hebron are 
a result of the government 
and press campaign inciting 
hatred of settlers.” 

No Palestinian group im- 
mediately claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack with the 
U.S.-made missile. 

The army at first 
announced that the unarmed 
missile had been launched 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Chechens continue 
to fend off Russians 


GROZNX (Agencies) — 
Russian forces tightened 
their grip around the devas- 
tated Chechen capital on 
Sunday, but foiled to seize 
the presidential palace or 
other buildings key to the 
city’s defence. 

After a day of intense artil- 
lery and air bombing, the 
Chechen flag still fluttered 
over the palace, symbolic 
core to the defence, and over 
the adjacent parliament 
bnilding which the Russians 
claimed Saturday to have 
seized. 

' The city itself was largely 
flattened by weeks of air 
raids, and attacks by missiles 
and mortar shells. * 

Lenin Avenue, one of the 
mam prewar arteries of the 
. dty, looked as if it bad been 
hit by an earthquake. AH its 
buildings were gutted. Fires 
were blazing in most neigh- 
bourhoods of die dty. 

. Throughout the weekend, 
the Russian forces were sys- 
tematically hunting the 
Chechen defenders further 


and further away from the 
dty centre, destroying house 
by house, neighbourhood by 

neighbourhood. 

Fighting continued as the 
first planeload of emergency 
supplies from the United Na- 
tions landed is Vladikavkaz, 
just outside Checbenya, to 
help refugees of the five- 
week-old conflict. 

The fighteis resisting the 
Russian drive to crush their 
small southern region’s cam- 
paign for independence held 
on to the presidential palace 
despite more of the shelling 
which has badly damaged the 
towering concrete building, 
their main headquarters. 

Exhausted from a night of 
combat and covered with 
dust, Akhmed Kadivo, 30, 
led a band of fighters back 
from the palace along central 
Avturkhanov street in the 
early afternoon. 

“We’ie coming back from 
tiie palace. There was fight- 
ing all night in some of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, 
Jordan 

to build 
railway lines 

BEIT SHE AN (Agencies) — 
Israel and Jordan on Sunday 
agreed in principle to build 
joint railway lines linking the 
two countries, an Israeli offi- 
cial said. 

Transport ministty official 
Ozniel Schnellei said the two 
sides bad agreed at a meeting 
in Beit Shean in northern 
Israel to build a railway line 
linking the Israeli port of 
Haifa to the northern Jorda- 
nian town of Irbid. 

They also agreed on the 
use of a future line linking the 
Red Sea to the Dead Sea and 
economic experts discussed 
the transportation of goods 
between the two countries. 

The meeting came ahead 
of the Jan. 25 deadline set by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and King Hussein 
for reaching an accord on 
economic cooperation. 

The two leaders, who met 
Thursday in Amman, agreed 
to speed up the implementa- 
tion of the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty signed on Oct. 
26, which ended 46 years of 
hostilities. 

Israeli radio said mean- 
while that the heads of the 
Israeli and Jordanian air 
forces met Sunday to draw up 
air corridors over the two 
countries. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that the 
Jordanian- Israeli committees 
on water, transport, security, 
borders and commerce met 
Sunday. 

The security and borders 
committee discussed issues 
related to Israel’s withdrawal 
of its troops from occupied 
Jordanian land to interna- 
tional borders before Feb. 10 
in implementation of the 
peace treaty. • 

The commerce committee 
also discussed the prospect of 
exporting Jordanian goods to 
Israel and the transport com- 
mittee dwelt on the move- 
ment of private vehicles be- 
tween the two countries. 

The process of defining the 
border began on Dec. 6 
under the terms of the Octo- 
ber peace treaty. 

Israel is to return some -300 
square kilometres of land to 
Jordan. Jordan also takes 30 
square kilometres of territory 
in Wadi Araba. 



His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday plants a qpHng in Wadi Araba, marking Arbor Day 


Arbor Day in Wadi Araba 
symbolises peace and hopes 


WADI ARABA (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday led a iree-planring 
ceremony at Wadi Araba 
marking Arbor Day and 
announced that the site, 
where Jordan and Israel 
signed their Oct. 26 peace 
treaty, would be known as 
the Green Peace Valley. 

“Our presence here today 
near the crossing point of 
Wadi Araba is an expression 
of our desire to ensure the 
sustainability of peace,” the 
King said. 

Referring to the imple- 
mentation of the peace trea- 
ty, the King said the interna- 
tional boundaries between 
Jordan and Israel would be 
demarcated before the end of 
the month. 

King Hussein, who along 
with Her Majesiy Queen 
Noor and senior officials 
planted trees at the site, said 
the time had come to reap the 
fruits of peace and security. 


The Jordanian people are 
determined to pursue all 
efforts to achieve that goal 
and to green their land by the 
end of the present century, 
the King said. 

“Our land has returned to 
us and will remain ours and 
our heads will remain high, 
bowing only to God Almigh- 
ty.” the King added. 

The King expressed hope 
that Jordan would obtain 
assistance and expertise from 
Arab countries in the Gulf 
region to grow palm trees in 
Jordan. 

Referring to his scheduled 
meeting on Feb. 1 with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, the King said: “We have 
been in constant touch with 
our Arab brothers, especially 
President Mubarak, who is a 
dear brother and we will dis- 
cuss mutual cooperation in 
matters that benefit the 
whole Arab Nation.” 

Asked whether Jordan in- 


tends to m3ke Aqaba a free 
zone, the King said: “Jordan 
is conducting a number of 
studies in this respect. But 
one cannot achieve all aspira- 
tions overnight because chang- 
ing things takes time and 
requires careful study.” 

He said Jordan was moving 
as rapidly as possible in all 
directions to achieve what is 
best for its people and with 
regard to the development of 
Wadi Araba. 

“We have waited patiently 
for long and we need more 
time to see matters placed in 
their right perspective," he 
said. 

Agriculture Minister Man- 
sour Ben Tarif, who took 
part in the celebration, said 
the site would be transformed 
into a “peace forest" with 
trees planted over 120,000 
dunums of land. 

The site, he said, has been 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti 
heads for 
meeting on 
Jerusalem 

m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti left Amman for 
Morocco on Sunday to attend 
a meeting of the Jerusalem 
Committee of the Organisa- 
tions of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) due to open Monday. 

In a pre-departure state- 
ment, Mr. Kabariti said Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 
meeting underlines the King- 
dom's position on the status 
of the Holy City. This posi- 
tion does not contradict the 
general Arab position, emph- 
asising the Palestinian 
sovereignty over Arab Jeru- 
salem, Mr. Kabariti said. 

“My visit to Morocco gives 
me the chance and the hon- 
our to meet with His Majesty 
King Hassan (who is head of 
the committee) and the other 
Moroccan officials.” Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

“It will also give me the 
chance to have objective and 
reasonable discussions with 
the foreign ministers of 16 
Arab and Muslim countries 
and will also give Jordan the 
chance to present practical 
proposals aimed at alleviating 
the suffering of the Arab 
residents of" Jerusalem and 
stopping measures described 
to change die Arab and Isla- 
mic character of the Holy 
City," he added. 

The foreign minister stres- 
sed that Jordan would sup- 
port the Palestinians in their 
endeavours to have Jeru- 
salem as the capital of their 
future Palestinian state. 

- He said it was time for the 
Arabs to end their disputes to 
be able to confront the chal- 
lenges facing them. 

On Saturday, Mr. Kabariti 
and his Iraqi counterpart dis- 
cussed bilateral ties and the 
Jordanian role in the Islamic 
sites in Jerusalem, official 
sources said. 

Mr. Kabariti and Moham- 
mad Saeed A!. Sahaf also 
discussed Arab and interna- 
tional developments, added 
the sources quoted by Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Sahaf arrived in Am- 
man on Saturday en route to 
Morocco to attend the key 
OIC meeting that is expected 
to discuss custody of Islamic 
shrines in Arab Jerusalem. 

Mr. Kabariti, who has 
been lobbying hard to line up 
Arab support behind Jordan, 
was expected to seek Mr. 
Sahafs backing before the 
meeting. 


House hits U.N. move 
to retain Iraq sanctions 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on Sun- 
day condemned the U.N. 
Security Council’s decision 
last week to maintain the 
sanctions against Iraq. The 
House said Baghdad’s “fulfil- 
ment" of its obligations to the 
international community had 
rendered the embargo unjus- 
tified. 

Reiterating Jordan's sup- 
port for the Iraqi people, the 
House urged all international 
organisations and parlia- 
ments to exert effort to end 
the suffering of “our Iraqi 
brethren.” 

In a statement issued dur- 
ing a session it held Sunday, 
the House said: “There is no 
justification for continuing 
this unfair embargo.” 

The statement was issued 
at the request of Deputy Tal- 
al Obeidat (Irbid), who criti- 
cised Arab countries for 
maintaining the sanctions 
against Iraq at a time when 
they have lifted all “forms of 
boycott” against Israel. 

TTie statement was the only 
deviation from the House's 
agenda for the session which 
mainly dealt with domestic 
issues and approved two draft 
laws on the transfer and reg- 
istration of property and 
fixed assets. 

Responding to a question 
by Islamic Action From De- 


puty Ahmad Kofahi 
(Irbid) , Minister of Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam Al 
Abbad' rejected accusations 
by the deputy that the minis- 
try had stopped mosque 
preachers from delivering 
sermons for no other reason 
but "speaking the truth." 

Dr. Abbadi said the minis- 
try investigated 35 mosque 
preachers on charges of 
violating the law. Only those 
who were found guilty of 
violating the law were stop- 
ped from delivering sermons 
at mosques. Those found in- 
nocent, he said, weie allowed 
back to practise their job. 

Deputy Nazih Atnmarin 
(Karak) asked the govern- 
ment 1 6 explain the unavaila- 
bility of “important” drugs in 
the market while Deputy 
Ham mad Abu Jamous (Am- 
man) challenged the govern- 
ment to find alternative em- 
ployment opportunities to 
thousands of unemployed 
Jordanians in light of its deci- 
sion to freeze hiring in 1995. 

The House also approved, 
and the government 
accepted, the recommenda- 
tions of the Agriculture Com- 
mittee to look into demands 
by livestock breeders to raise 
the prices of milk to make up 
for the increase in production 
costs. 

The committee recom- 
mended that the government 

(Continued on page 7) 


GIA backs, Algiers 
rejects peace offer 


PARIS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia's militant Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) said on Sunday 
it was prepared to end its war 
against Algerian authorities if 
Algiers accepted a plan for a 
settlement drafted by main 
opposition groups. 

“In order to safeguard the 
interests of the nation and 
avoid more wars, the Armed 
Islamic Group announces 
that it is ready to stop the war 
in the event the authorities 
accept the demands express- 
ed in the document drafted 
by the united opposition par- 
ties in Rome,” tbe group said 
in a statement. 

But the hardline GIA 
added that Algiers would 
have to do more than simply 
accept the joint proposal in 
order to win its support. 

But Algerian Interior 
Minister Abdul Rahman 
Meziane-Sherif hit out at par- 
ticipants at last week's 
opposition peace conference 
in Rome as “retarded politi- 
cians.” 

“Who tries in the name of 
human rights to turn a fight 
for dignity into a political and 
partisan straggler the minis- 
ter asked, alluding to the 
president of the Algerian 
League ‘for the Defence of 
Human Rights, Abdul Nour 
Ali Yahya. 

Mr. Ali Yahya on Saturday 
had said the opposition 
wanted to press the govern- 
ment to engage in dialogue to 


resolve the crisis in the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Meziane-Sherif made 
his statement, carried by the 
APS news agency, while 
addressing the opening of a 
seminar to prepare the way 
for presidential elections. 

The Algiers government 
has yet to respond officially 
to the Rome conference, 
attended by several opposi- 
tion groups, including some 
Islamic organisations fighting 
to overthrow the govern- 
ment. 

APS said “authoritative 
political sources” had refuted 
the tenor of arguments made 
at the meeting, sponsored by 
the Sant’Egidio Community, 
a Roman Catholic peace 
group, without explicitly re- 
jecting iheir final document. 

The Rome initiative was 
the first time opposition 
groups bad agreed on a com- 
mon stand to end the coun- 
try’s crisis. 

In a statement described as 
a “national contract," partici- 
pants called for a national 
conference to be held as soon 
as possible to pave the way 
for free democratic elections. 

The document also accused 
the government of initiating 
“false dialogues” to end 
Algeria’s civil war. 

More than 10,000 people 
have been killed in Algeria 
since the government annul- 
led elections in January 1992. 
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Peace on the line as 
showdown looms 
over land grab 


occupied Jerusalem 

(AFP) — New land grabs by 
Israeli settlers are uniting 
Palestinians in what is thre- 
atening to snow-ball into a 
major showdown endanger- 
ing the Middle East peace 
process. 

Senior Palestinian figures 
have formed a National Com- 
mittee to Confront Settle- 
ment and urged Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
suspend autonomy talks with 
Israel. 

They have declared next 
Tuesday “national anti- 
settlement day” and called 
for demonstrations at three 
hotspots on the occupied 
West Bank as a first move. 

“How can you have peace 
when they are taking people's 
land away?’ 1 asked commit- 
tee member Han an Ashrawi, 
former spokeswoman for the 
Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks. 

“There can be no peace 
without the land, this is the 
fundamental issue,” she told 
AFP. 

Mr. Arafat himself has 
warned that Jewish settle- 
ment building will damage 
the peace process which was 
spurred by a government 
freeze on new construction in 
1992. 

The autonomy accords 
“forbid the continuation of 
the settlement policy, the con- 
fiscation of Palestinian land 
as well as the arrival of new 
settlers," he said. 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel 
of “slowing down” the spread 
of autonomy and complained 
of the failure to hold elec- 
tions to a self-rule council- 
which were scheduled for last 
July. 

He has appealed to the 
United States and to the Un- 
ited Nations to halt colonisa- 
tion. 

“The settlements are ma- 
jor sources of instability, fric- 
tion and violence,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said, noting that 
• Palestinian protests have be- 
come a daily event. 

“People in these areas- 
know that the challenge is to 


and future is-at.stake. 

"We hope there won’t be 
any violence but the settlers 
are not known for pacifism. 
Violence is a fact of life here. 


“There is no guarantee 
against individual acts of vio- 
lence as we saw in the Heb- 
ron massacre,” Dr. Ashrawi 
said, recalling the murder of 
more than 30 praying Mus- 
lims by a settler last Febru- 
ary. 

Settlers have openly de- 
clared a “land war” to ex- 
pand West Bank strongholds 
and building new roads to 
block autonomy. 

“We are fighting a real war 
for land against the Arabs 
and we will not back down,” 
settler spokesman Aharon 
Domb warned. 

The Israeli army is 
readying to redeploy outside 
Palestinian towns and the 
more than 140,000 Jews on 
the territory fear for their 
lives. 

They opened the offensive 
at the colony of Epbrat, 
south of Bethlehem, with the 
new year, and bulldozers 
have gone to work around 
several other settlements 
with more promised soon. 

“These actions aim to con- 
solidate our control over the 
land allocated to us by the 
state and to prevent Arabs 
from taking land from 
Israel.” admitted Domb, 
scoffing at Palestinian pro- 
tests. 

The PLO chairman is due 
to meet Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin this week and the 
Palestinians want the settle- 
ment issue at the top of the 
agenda. 

“Arafat understands this is 
a question on which there is a 
very strong national consen- 
sus.” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“There has to be a very 
firm political policy. Israel 
has been exploiting the posi- 
tion in order to create facts 
on the ground and to change 
the status quo.” 

While Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa has 
added his voice to the warn- 
ings of doom, his Israeli 
counterpart Shimon Peres 
has tried to play down the 
crisis. 

“There will be no more 
settlements.” he said. “Israel 
is -not - going- to confiscate 
land... to .build settlements.” 

But the Palestinians noted 
he did not rule out confisca- 
tions to build roads and he 
did rule out the expansion of 
setgements on “government 
land” 



Express Lunch 
45 minutes guaranteed 

Grilled Chicken , Veal, Seef, Hammoor 
Fish, Soup, Salad, French Fries 

Lunch : JD 8.00 AD Inclusive 
Dinner : JD 9.00 All Inclusive (Except Thursdays) 
Check details as you dine. 


Sweifiyeh - 863944 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:90 Cocoon Minutes 

17:38 Quc Lc Midlucr Gagne 

] 8.-90 Rcvcur D’EUoik 

I&38 

Lc Monde Fan [antique Dcs En- 
tail ti 

]fe00 News In French 

19:15 Magazine Sportif 

19 -je Black Beauty 

7QM Boogies Diner 

2fc30 Street Hawk 

21:10 - Shades of L.A. 

2fc00 News in EngEsh 

w-M Louisiana 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 Fa i r 

Oft/2 /Sunrise) Doha 

Uj 45 Dfiuhr 

1*34 - "Asr 

Maghreb 



CHURCHES 

a Man of Nazareth Church 
IwdOeh. TcL 810740 

of Cod Clwreh, Tel. 

St^Jcocph Cbnrth Td- 624^90. 
Qnmh a t the A imnnci a rio o Td. 
637440. 


Dr la Sale Chared Td. 66I7S7 
Ter ra— fla Church Tel: AZ2366 
Chared o t the A i " iartiui Td. 
623541. 

Aagficaa Chared Td. 630831. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CathoBc Church Td. 

771331. 

A rm en ian Orthodox Chared Td. 

775261. 

Sl Ephr ai m Church Td. 771731. 
Amman Inte nt io na l Chared Td. 

6S2526. 

Ev angel ic a l Lutheran Chared Td: 
824328. 

Genrdb-cpcakdtg EvaagcficaJ Coo* 
grtg atfon Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Chared of Namraoe Tcl.675691. 
The EvaageBcat Local Oared In 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctcomlogy. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
drop with a chance of rain fill in the 
northern regions, in Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and scaa 
calm, 

Min -/Max. temp. 

Amman 4/12 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts 3/15 



YOUNG CTTJZENSr Bis Majesty King Hussein on Sunday speaks with a young boy at a celebration held in Wadi Araba 
marking Arbor Day (see page one) (photo by Crystal) 


Jordanians send relief aid to Chechenya 

By Cathy King A statement from the ICRC so that it can ask the AFP adds from MosepwjRus- 

Special to the Jordan Times ICRC delegation in Am- Russians to meet with sia has called on Mghanistan, 

amman tv first chirv. man said that since mid- them” and verify their con- Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 

November the ICRC had dition, be said and Jordan to stop foe re- 

provided 17 hospitals, in- The exact location where ermtm^ or transport of ‘Hner- 

R^nubfic^* dLfi! eluding several in the foe two are held is not cenaries” to fight in 

vered to the International Chechen capital of Grozny, certain, he added. Chechenya, Foreign Ministry 

Commrttee of the ^S with medial supplies to With regard to 20 to 30 spokesman Grigori Karasin 
f i treat about 2-500 casual- Jordanian Chechens last vod. 


By Cathy King 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The first ship- 
ment of Jordanian aid to 
the war-wrecked Chechen 
Republic has been deli- 
vered to foe International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and is ex- 
pected to leave Amman to- 
day. 

The donations of around 
8.5 tonnes of medicine and 
baby milk have been col- 
lected by foe Jordanian 
Committee for the Support 
of foe Caucasian Chechen 
Republic (JCSCP) and 
other charities. 

The collection has been 
gathered since the in- 
tervention of Russian milit- 
ary forces in the breakaway 
republic of Chechenya and 
foe outbreak of war there 
on Dec. 11. 

The aid will be shipped 
by foe ICRC to Amster- 
dam, then to Stravlopol in 
southern Russia and from 
there in trucks to 
.Chechenya, the JCSCP 
cfcairmpn.-- and a former 
ra mister ' of - public works; 
Said >Bi no, .told foe Jordan 
Times. 

The use of ICRC chan- 
nels in coordination with 
the Jordan Red Crescent 
Society to transport aid was 
arranged in December. 

According to Mr. Bino, 
foe ICRC is the only aid 
agency to have successfully 
distributed emergency sup- 
plies in Chechenya. 


A statement from foe 
ICRC delegation in Am- 
man said that <inpp. mid- 
November the ICRC bad 
provided 17 hospitals, in- 
cluding several in the 
Chechen capital of Grozny, 
with medical supplies to 
treat about 2,500 casual- 
ties. 

The statement added 
that foe ICRC had access 
to foe whole of Chechenya 
except the centre of Groz- 
ny and that delegates of foe 
all-Swiss agency had also 
distributed food and blank- 
ets to civilians “affected by 
the raging acts of vio- 
lence.” 

The success of the Jorda- 
nian aid in reaching its des- 
tination, Mr. Bino said, 
will determine whether 
another shipment is dis- 
patched. 

“The ICRC has given us 
foe names of hospitals to 
which they intend to deliv- 
er the aid,” he said, adding 
that a Chechen in Moscow 
had telephoned .to .say that 
foe Russian prime minister 
had promised .the safe : 
transportation .oL.. huma- 
nitarian aid to Chechenya. 

Following appeals from 
the families of two Jorda- 
nian students of Chechen 
origin arrested recently by 
Russian authorities, the 
ICRC has said it would try 
to meet them, Mr. Bino 
said. 

“We have given the stu- 
dents' foil names to the 


ICRC so that it can ask the 
Russians to meet with 
them” and verify their con- 
dition, be said. 

The exact location where 
foe two are held is not 
certain, he added, 

With regard to 20 to 30 
Jordanian Chechens last 
known to be held up in 
Daghestan from where 
they apparently intended to 
travel to Jordan, Mr. Bino 
said that no more had been 
beard of their situation. 

But he affirmed that 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdul Karim Kabariti had 
sent a memorandum to foe 
Russian parliament in- 
quirng about those 
stranded in Daghestan. - 

Russia has called upon 
several governments, in- 
ducting that of Jordan, to 
refrain from recruiting or 
transporting “mercenaries” 
to fight in Chechenya, a 
news agency dispatch 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gngori Karasin 
as saying Sunday. 

Mr. Bino asserted, 
however, that no Jorda- 
nians had left the Kingdom 
to join the battle in 
Chechenya. 

“Jordanians of Chechen 
origin who have been 
studying there or those who 
returned to live there will 
obviously be involved in 
foe fight for Chechenya,” 
but no-one has left Jordan 
specifically to join the 
cause, he said. 


In a statement to the 
ITAR-TASS news agency, be 
said ambassadors of the five 
countries had been sum- 
mooed and told of Russia’s 
concern at reports of large 
numbers of ‘ ’mercenaries” 
fighting for Chechen rebels 
against Russian forces. 

Moscow called on Afgha- 
nistan, Iran and Pakistan to 
stop foe recruiting of Afghan 
“mercenary” bands in Afgha- 
nistan and in Afghan refugee 
camps in Pakistan, and to 
stop these bands from 
reaching foe Russian border. 

Mr. Karasin also asked 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan to 
stop the “illegal pe n etr a t i on” 
by their citizens into Russia 
to fight on the side of 
Chechenya, which is under 
attack by Russian forces 
trying to crush its secession 
from Moscow. 

He said several dozen 
Jordanian and Afghan “mer- 
cenaries” had been captured 
by Russian forces in 
Chechenya on January 2. 

Moscow also alleges that 
about 80 Lithuanians are 
fighting for the Chechens, 
along with about 50 Ukrai- 
nian nationalists. 


Pollution threatens Tehran with slow death 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Pollu- 
tion has readied alarming 
levels in Tehran and is thre- 
atening the Iranian capital’s 
10 million people with dis- 
ease and a slow death. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
automobiles spew out 
thousands of tonnes of toxic 
gases daily, leaving an almost 
permanent cloud over the 
capital that blocks foe view of 
the Alburz mountains or foe 
dty centre. 

Smog has blackened the 
marble and brick facades of 
buildings, endangered trees 
fining foe streets, and is cak- 
ing its toil on foe people, 
causing different kinds of 
physical and psychological 
illnesses. 

According to offidal esti- 
mates, each Tehrani inhales 
an average of half a gramme 
of lead per day 

Every day Tehran Radio 
urges pregnant women, the 
aged and those with heart 


problems to stay at home to 
avoid exposing themselves to 
foe large amount of toxic gas 
in the air. 

After ignoring foe problem 
for over a decade, authorities 
have begun to fight foe pollu- 
tion, allocating 300 billion 
rials (130 million dollars) for 
dean-azr projects, according 
to the head of Iran’s environ- 
mental protection agency, 
Hadi Manafi. 

Tehran’s influential mayor, 
Gbolam-Hussein Karbasdti, 
has started his own cam- 
paign, organising tree- 
planting campaigns and lob- 
bying to have old cars re- 
moved from the streets. 

The municipality has also 
set up around 1,000 smog 
control centres throughout 
foe dty to ensure combustion 
systems conform to stan- 
dards. 

The mayor has also sought 
finan cial and technical assist- 
ance from foreign countries 


in a bid to impro ve Tehran’s 
air quality. Iran and Japan 
signed an agreement last 
October for joint cooperation 
in pollution control. 

At a seminar which opened 
here on Thursday, environ- 
mentalists and health experts 
called for “urgent action” to 
deal with the health hazards 
of the pollution. 

One expert warned that 
the intake of lead could main- 
ly harm the brain and ner- 
-vous system and cause brea- 
thing problems. 

Another expert estimated 
that the level of hydrocar- 
bons in foe air in Tehran was 
100 times more than the aver- 
age in other metropolitan 
cities. 

Many Tehranis bad com- 
plained of breathing prob- 
lems, lack of appetite, gener- 
al fatigue and nervousness, 
he said warning that the 
pollution could be linked to 
premature deaths. 


Seventy five per cent of the 
pollution comes from traffic 
m a city which has doubled in 
population since foe 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Some 700,000 trucks, 
buses, cars and motorcycles 
each day belch daily around 
3,000 tonnes of carbon mono- 
xide, 450 tonnes of hydrocar- 
bons, 120 tonnes of azote 
dioxide, 30 tonnes of sulfar 
oxide and two tonnes of lead, 
officials say. 

Another 30 tonnes of va- 
rious other chemicals are 
spewed into foe air, accord- 
ing^to offidal estimates. 

by temfof thousand^oT old 
cars running on low-quality 
fuel and with poor combus- 
tion linked to the dty’s high 
altitude — between 1,000 and 
1,700 metres (3,600 and 5,600 
feet). 

The city is situated on foe 
slopes of foe Alburz moun- 
tain range. 
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Jordan VaUev 10 20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 22 Huandm 
readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 44 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassim Qaddumi 648633 

Dr. Jiun'a Abu Dhiab 758843 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694V 16 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 756988 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrtows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSabim pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Sfamcisani pharmacy 6376/0 

Narroajh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy ...' 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ali Al Oman 272032 

Alquds pharmacy (—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ahmad A3 Tarifi 900806 

Khatifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 
Cnnl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gv3 Defence Emergen c y 199 

Rescue Pobec 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PabfaS cqia ry Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Compbinu 66l 176 

Water and Sewerage 

CotnpJaicis 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calh 010230 

Centra! Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101- 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Tdcvaion T731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Wafer Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Auihoritv 

‘ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... OH-S320U 
Queen Aha Ind- Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khabdi Matcrniw. J. Ann 

644281/6 

Akfleb Maternity. J. Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 6*2362 

Mdha.J. Amman 636140 

Pataatac. Stocsani 664171/4 

Sh m cfcajii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S4S84S 

Al-Mnasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahti. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al- Bashir. J. AshraGcfa 775111/26 

Anny- Maria 59161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 6Q224W50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHitan Modem Hospital (09)990990 

rank 

P rincess Basra Hoaari (02)275555 

Greek CutofcHesptal (C0272275 

IbaAINafasHoqpkri (021247100 

AQABA: 

Process Hayn Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
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AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal i) 


M28 _ Sanaa (RJ) 

SfcH Jeddah (RJ) 

•M* Damascus (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

8*55 Beirut (RJ) 

0*55 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I** Dbahran(RJ) 

— New Delhi (RJ) 

17*9 New York. Amsterdam (RJ> 

— „ Bangkok (RJ) 

19:16 CtasabUma^Tww (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•*** Khartoum (SD) 

•M 5 Cairo (MS) 


Inter-faith team urges ; 
Vatican influence to 
solve Jerusalem dispute 

By Sa’*da Elam ; “It didn’t succeed lari **£ ; 
Spedtl to the Jordan Times- reft- : 

AMMAN — Christian and ' 0™* discourae.” : 


iS&sF 


AMMAN — Christian and 
Muslim clergymen from Jor- 
dan and'ofoer countries have 
urged the Vatican to use its 

spiritual influence to protect 
minorities in Jerusalem and 
speed up Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations over the final status 
of foe Holy City. 


However, Mr. Nijim *ud 
there should be a unified 
Islamic discourse as a first 
step for a strong- Muslun- 
Cbristian dialogue, Jews 
should also be invited to par- 
ticipate to reach an equitable 
solution to- Jerusalem. 


The dergymen, members The delation 
Q M.Tcim.*hhri«ian rirfeoa- memorandum to foe Vatican, 


of a Muslim-Ghristiah delega- 
tion which just concluded a 


foe need for protec- ■ 
fuslim minorities all 


three-day visit to the Vatican, t*°o of Mixslm mmOT^es au 
voiced their concern over foe* over the world, esp«raUy .n- 

Judaisation of Arab Jent ^ sn J“- He ^ e STn,» 
salem and said Arab Jen^Owcbenya. It :atodeah^nth 
salem should not be interna- -religious minorities and 


tionafised but be restored to 
Arab sovereignty. 

“We underlined the special 

need to hasten talks on the 
final status of Jerusalem,” 
said Ra’ef Nijim, a member 
of the inter-faith delegation 
which met with foe Pope 
John Paul Q as well as foe 
foreign ministers of the Vati- 
can and Italy. “Otherwise 
Jerusalem will be completely 
Judaised.” 

At present, 155,000 Jews 
and 152,000 Arabs live in 
East Jenjsalem. In 1918 there 
were only 10,000 Jews in all 
Jerusalem while there were 
30,000 Arabs. In 1948 foe 
□umber of Jews was 100,000 
in West Jerusalem and foe 
number of Arabs was 140,000 
in East Jerusalem. • 

“In a couple of years the 
number of Jews in East Jeru- 
salem will double that of the 
Arabs,” said Mr. Nijim, also 
a member of the Ministry, of 
Awqaf s Committee for foe 
Restoration of the Holy 
Places. 

Mr. Nijim stressed foe 
need to enhance Christian- 
Islamic dialogue as a means 
to ensure foe rdigions rights 
of Christian and Muslim 
minorities in Jerusalem. 

“Political discourse proved 
to be weak,” Mr. Nijim said. 


persecution feeing them. 

“Muslim minorities should 
be protected in Europe and - 
abroad since Christians and 
other religious minorities are -, 
protected in the Muslim and : 
Arab worlds," Mr. Nijim • 
said. 

Senator Kamel Sharif, who . 
headed the 12-member de- ‘ 
legation that included repre- • 
sentatives of Egypt and! 
Senegal, said enhancing-, 
Christiah-Islamic dialogue ' 
was not easy. According to 
foe senator, there are still', 
obstacles faring Christian-: 
Muslim movements.' 

“Tne origins of Christian- • 
ity and Judaism are very', 
dose,” Mr. Sharif said. “We ■ 
should not forget that Christ-.* 
iam and Jews are not divided .. 
over a conflict as it is the case . 
between Muslims and Jews in-' 
Palestine.” 

But, he . said, the door- 
should be open for a dialogue, 
between Arabs and Jews, i 

“If Israel showed good in-" 
tendons for peace, especially 
m what concerns Jerusalem, ; 
then foe road is open for* 
dialogue, especially that. 
Islam recognises Judaism as a ' 
religion and Arabs and Jews', 
have lived ride by ride averi- 
several periods of time,” said, 
Mr. Sharif. ’ I 


Settlers ban American 
diplomats from colonies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP)' — Israeli settlers cal- 
led Sunday for officials from- 
die U.S. consulate in Jeru- 
salem to be barred from all 
settlements, branding them 
as “spies.” 

The council for the 144 
Jewish settlements on die 
occupied West Bank and 
autonomous Gaza Strip said 
any . U.S. . consulate repre- 
sentative charged with mffltitoring tbc 
spread of settlements should 
be turned away. 

“We have to ban these 
spies from entering our areas, 
but without resorting to vio- 
lence,” the council wrote. 

It also said any Palestinians 
accompanying foe diplomats 
whether they were drivers or 
technical advisors should be 
held for as long as possible. 

The U.S. consulate pro- 
vides Washington with rej’u- 
lar reports on foe colonies 
after Israel pledged in 
November 1992 to freeze set- 
tlement building, except for 
around Jerusalem, and 
agreed not to bmki any new 
ones. 

Funding supplied by Israel 
for settlement building work 
is directly deducted from 
U-S. loan guarantees. Diplo- 
mats said foe deductions had 
readied more than $200 mil- 
lion for the financial year 
1994-1995. The issue has 
been thrust back into foe 
spotlight with settlers pledg- 
ing “a land war” to expand 
their Wert Bank communi- 
ties, and foe Palestinians 
wanting it conki endanger the 
peace process. 

Trees planted 

Dozens * of Palestinians 
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planted trees Sunday od land-, 
confiscated by Israel for set-' 
tiers on the West Bank: .■* 

: Operation “Tree Day” 
took place at five different* - 
sites across the territory-' 
where settlers have launched* < 
a land grab ahead of the*- 
redeployment of Israeli- 
troops, which is under nego-.; 
tiation as part of the; Palesti- 
nian autonomy accords. 

On a hillside near the. set- 
tlement of Kokhav YaakovJ 
Israeli soldiers took identity! 
cards from numerous Palesti-, 
mans and threatened not to'. a 
return them unless they rtop-.’ 
ped planting saplings. 

But there was no violence-, 
and most people just ignored - 
the army. 

“I came here with my r ' 
father to stop foe settlers: 
taking our land,” said seven- 
year-old Nasser Hussein. 

“We have been planting-, 
peach trees since dawn,” said ; 
one old man in traditional 
Arab dress. . 

The army seized several '- 
hundred hectares of land ■ 
around Al Birch in Decern- '■ 
ber, announcing that they : 
were needed to build a road ; 
to enable settlers to avoid - 
Palestinian areas. i 

However, the former- * 
mayor of Al Birefa, Saleh ‘ 
Abdul Jawad, doubted that*r. 
the land would be used only 1 * 
for a road. j 

“It is quite possible that ■ 
foe Israelis use this as a pro: ; 
text to expand Kokhav ; 
Yaakov,” he said. ; 

“And anyway foe long- ■ 
term-aim of confiscating land- 1 
is to suffocate Al Birch by- ; 
stopping it from growing.” : • 


HtJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dq^ Aomm &00 cony Monday 

Ait. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dqt. Dwatnq 

7 JO a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 

5:00 p.m. -every Sunday 


Uppafkncr price m Gb per kg. 

Applc._ TOO/ 400 

Banana : ; 680 

Banana (Maknuoar) ........ 620 

Cabbage 200/120 

Carrot — 260/170 

Caufiflowcr 130/60 

Cucumbers (large) 180/100 

Cucumbers (small) 400/-25Q 

Eggplant — . 300/700 

GSrfc- — - 600/400 

, Grape Finn 250/160 

Ixmbn - 270/160 

Marrow (large) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 300 / 200 

Onion (green) 320200 

O - 350/ 280 

Grasp: 6501400 

Pepper (hot) 540/300 

Pepper (sweet) ..... 520/300 

330/ 200 

Rmtah i ...... — 200 / 120 

220 / 140 

String Beans ...... 900/500 

Tomato 380/200 
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Her Majesty 
Queen Noor 
Sunday partici- 
pates in Arbor 
Day celebrations 
is Wadi Arabs 
by planting a 
tree sapling 
(photo by 
George Crystal) 
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1994 work-related accidents 
kill 23, injure 13,695 — SSC 


AMMAN (Petra) — On-the- 
job accidents caused the 
death of 23 people and injury 
to 13,695 others in 1995, 
according to the head of the 
Workers Health Safety Insti- 
tute, Abdul Rahim Abdul 
Jaber, who was quoting fi- 
gures reported to the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC). 

Mr. Abdul Jaber told the 
opening session of a two-day 
meeting organised by the 
Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC) Sunday that 
□early 28 per cent of the total 
number of injuries occurred 
in the engineering, metal and 


to the workers’ limbs, parti- 
cularly the hands and legs. 

He said the figures indicate 
that workshops and factories 
lack safety and protective 
equipment for their em- 
ployees and proper safety In- 
structions for machinery and 
equipment used by their 
staff. 

VTC Director General 
Ahmad Atwan opened the 
session, attended by repre- 
sentatives of 18 organisa- 
tions. 

Dr. Atwan said that Jorda- 
nian institutions are in need 
of trained and qualified per- 






.Minims and ] fi 


per cent in the construction 
sector adding -that nearly 60 
per cent of the injuries were 


safety matters to help reduce 
the number of injuries and 
losses which cost the country 


millions of dinars annually 
and suffering to workers and 
their families. 

Dr. Atwan reviewed 
VTCs efforts to train and 
recruit workers in coopera- 
tion with various public and 
private organisations and em- 
ployees in Jordan. 

Participants to the two-day 
workshop on rescue opera- 
tions In closed premises orga- 
nised with assistance from 
Canada will discuss topics re- 
lated to rescuing trapped 
workers, protection of em- 
ployees working in dangerous 
areas, dealing with chemical 
and inflammable materials, 
protective equipment for 
workers and other relevant 
subjects. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
day workshop on the -use of a 
birth control drug, which has 
been approved by the Minis- 
try of Health, Sunday started 
here under joint sponsorhip 
by the ministry and the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) at the 
•University of Jordan. 

Accor dingto the university 
the drug, Depo-Provera is 
administered to women every 
three months in a single in- 
jection dosage form. : 

A university statement said 
that '15 gynaecologists an<f 
obstetricians employed by 
die health ministry, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the 


Jordanian Family Planning 
Society (JFPS) are attending 
the workshop to learn about 
the drug’s characteristics. 

Depo-Provera has been 
tested and used in the United 
States, the United Kingdom 
and other countries, ana was 
found to be an effective, and 
comparatively safe birth con- 
trol drug, according to the 
statement. 

It said that the health 
ministry has approved and 
registered Depo-Provera, 
adding that it can only be' 
dispensed by prescription and 
administered by a specialist. 

Meanwhile, the Jordanian 
Family Planning Society Sun- 


day announced that it was 
organising a workshop in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Youth next Wednesday in 
Amman. 

The three-day workshop, 
which is to be attended by 42 
youths from Jordanian uni- 
versities and youth centres, 
will have as its theme: “Edu- 
cating the Youth — the 
Wealth of the Nation.” 

In addition to health and 
sound family. planning. prog* 
rammes, the workshop .w3J- 
address issues of concern to 
youth and related to socio- 
economic matters, youth 
problems and community 
affairs. 


‘Food in sufficient supply for Ramadan’ 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Food- 
stuffs are in sufficient supply 
to meet the local market's 
requirements during Rama- 
dan, and additional ship- 
ments of imported meat and 
vegetables are expected ev- 
ery week during the month of 
fasting which could start by 
January 31, according to 
Mustafa Khleifat, secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Supply. 

Mr. Khleifat Sunday told a 


meeting in his office that the 
ministry will tighten mea- 
sures to ensure that food 
prices are within regulations. 
Often, prices rise sharply 
during Ramadan. 

According to the ministry, 
■there are 150,000 ‘ heads of 
live sheep in the country 
(with expected shipments of 
45,000 heads per week) and 
the ministry warehouses have 
in stock about 87,000 tonnes 
of frozen meat and 5,000 of 


frozen fish. 

The Military and Civil Ser- 
vice Consumer Markets are 
well-stocked, and the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO) has been asked 
to purchase additional quan- 
tities of onions and potatoes 
to meet market needs, Mr. 
Khleifat said at the meeting 
which was attended by con- 
sumer market directors and 
other concerned officials. 


Industry chamber, Nablus commerce group 
sign agreement on information exchange 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Chamber 
of Commerce of Nablus, 
which also serves Jenin, Tul- 
karem and Qalqiliyeh, has 
signed an agreement with the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
on cooperation in exchange 
of information and participa- 
tion of events organised by 
the Jordanian industrial com- 
munity. 

It was the second agree- 
ment signed by a delegation 
representing the Nablus 
Chamber of Commerce and 
headed by Muath Nabulsi, its 
president, with a Jordanian 
organisation in two days. 

On Saturday the delega- 
tion signed an accord with the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce on promoting trade 


and investments in Jordan 
and Palestine. 

The accord between the 
Nablus Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Amman 
Chamber of Industry was 
signed by Khatdoun Abu 
Hassan. president of the 
Chamber of Industry and Mr. 
Nabulsi on Sunday after a 
meeting held at the Amman 
chamber. 

Under the agreement, the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
would exchange information 
with the Nablus chamber, 
offeT it results of market re- 
search and data, invite it to 
participate in local events 
organised by Jordanian in- 
dustries, train personnel, and 
also provide it with details of 
the legal framework that 
guides the work of chambers 
of industrv. 


In addition, it will also help 
the Nablus chamber to ex- 
pand its library and reference 
material. 

The two bodies will hold 
periodic meetings and ’’keep 
each other updated about de- 
velopments on both sides,” 
said an official of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

The official said the accord 
cleared the way for the Nab- 
lus Chamber of Commerce to 
attend a three-day seminar 
being held in Amman next 
week on access to interna- 
tional markets under trade 
agreements and also to an 
industrial fair to be held here 
on the occasion of Jordan’s 
Independence Day on May 
25. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry already held a train- 
ing course for computer spe- 


cialists from the Nabius 
chamber, the official said. 

Nablus has a relatively de- 
veloped base in the West 
Bank and has been a tradi- 
tional source to the Jordanian 
market for vegetable oil, 
stones, soap, and agricultural 
produce. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry signed a similar 
cooperation accord with the 
Palestinian Chamber of Com- 
merce in Jerusalem last 
month. These agreements 
complement each other and 
raise the potential for 
Jordanian-Palestinian coop- 
eration, Mr. Nabulsi said 

While the private sectors 
from both sides of the Jordan 
River are increasingly coming 

together to map out coopera- 
tion, the non-ratification yet 
of a broad accord on econo- 


mic relations between Jordan 
and the Palestinian territories 
is widely seen as a serious 
impediment to realise many 
joint projects in the private 
sector. 

The agreement, signed in 
January 1994 and amended in 
August, calls for strong rela- 
tions between the public and 
private sectors of both sides 
and for concerted interaction 
in many areas. 

According to sources, the 
amended draft accord re- 
mains unratified on the table 
of Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, who also 
heads the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). 

The issue is expected to be 
discussed during an expected 
visit of Mr. Arafat to Jordan 
later this month. 


Germany provides 3 cars to help PSD combat drug trafficking 


Birth control workshop focuses on 
characteristics of Depo-Provera 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday took delivery of three 
new cars and equipment pro- 
vided by the German govern- 
ment for the PSD’s Anti- 
Narcotics and Anti-Forgery 
Department. 

The delivery was part of a 
15-year-old protocol signed 
between Jordan and Ger- 
many whereby Bonn has 
helf)ed to provide for new 
equipment, including heli- 
copters, cars, monitors, com- 
puters, telescopes, videos 
and other equipment used in 
combating drug trafficking. 

The protocol also calls for 
the exchange of experts. 


according to Colonel Nazih 
Shara’edeh, director of the 
department. 

“This is pan of the annual 
help from the German gov- 
ernment to buy the equip- 
ment we need depending on 
the budget provided by the- 
German government," Col. 
Shara’edeb told the Jordan 
Times. 

“These supports are the 
result of our department's 
efforts to control drug traf- 
ficking which is appreciated 
by the German government,” 
he added. 

According to Col. Shar- 
a’edeh, Jordan is considered 
the defensive line in drug 
smuggling “since drugs are 
produced in neighbouring 
countries and are smuggled 


into the countiy because of 
our geographic position.” 

Heinrich Reiners, German 
ambassador to Jordan, said 
that there has been a long 
and excellent relationship be- 
tween Jordanian and the 
German police. 

“We support the Jordanian 
police by training them here 
or in Germany, and some- 
times German police come to 
Jordan and give lectures,” 
Dr. Reiners told the Jordan 
Times. 

. According to Dr. Reiners, 
the protoad does not restrict 
the department to purchasing 
only German-made products 
and thus the delivery Sunday 
of three Japanese-made vehi- 
cles. 




Public Security Department Director Lieutenant 
General Abdul Rahman Udwan (right) German 
Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich Reiners (second 
right) Sunday inspect police monitoring equipment 
delivered to the Anti-Narcotics and Anti-Forgery 
Department 

Lieutenant General Abdul Mr. Reiners, said Jordan had 
Rahman Udwan, who re- made great strides in combat- 
ceived the equipment from mg drag trafficking. 


Seminar to tackle how exporters can 
meet world accord trade requirements 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A lack of full 
awareness of trade systems 
and an inability to meet 
demandjjave been the ma- 
jor factors that keep down 
the p^ce.of Jordan's drive 
for export-led economic 
growth, says an internation- 
al expert in trade. 

While the shortages in 
production capacity to meet 
export orders cannot be 
addressed but through ex- 
panding facilities as possi- 
ble under available re- 
sources, level of awareness 
of preferential trade 
accords could be used 
through detailed briefings 
and workshops, according 
to Stefano Inama, a U.N. 
expert on international 
trade. 

• Raising awareness “is 
what we intend to do” at a 
Jan. 22-24 seminar on Jor- 
dan’s access to international 


markets through the Gener- 
alised System of Prefer- 
ences (GSP), the King- 
dom's trade accord with the 
European Union (EU) and 
mechanisms available 
under the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), Mr. 
Inama said. 

According to Mr. Inama, 
a senior expert serving the 
Geneva-based United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade 
and Development (UN- 
CTAD), Jordanian expor- 
ters would be able to take 
full advantage of the trade 
accords when armed with 
full knowledge "of the 
theoretical and practical 
aspects of applying the 
agreements.” 

The central theme of next 
week’s seminar, organised 
by the Chamber of Industry 
in cooperation with UN- 
CTAD and financed by the 
government of Italy, is pre- 
cisely how Jordanian expor- 
ters could meet with the 


requirements of trade 
under these accords. 

Also reviewed at the 
seminar would be 
J ordanian-Italian trade re- 
lations in view of Rome’s 
new concentrated approach 
within the context or afresh 
European Union approach 
to achieving a better ba- 
lance in economic relations 
with the Mediterranean re- 
gion, which includes Jor- 
dan. 

The EU approach to the 
Mediterranean region 
marks a shift away from 
Eastern European coun- 
tries and comes in the wake 
of the breakthroughs in 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. 

Among those scheduled 
to address the seminar are 
Chamber of Industry Chair- 
man Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, UNCTAD Coordina- 
tor Teruo Ujiie, UNDP 
Representative Osman 


Hashim, Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade AH Abu! 
Ragheb, Italian Trade 
Ministry official F. Valcuti- 
ni. Chamber of Industry 
advisor AH Dajani, Mr. In- 
arna, Italian trade expert 
M. Saladini, European 
Commission official Jean- 
Pierre Pierrad, and U.S. 
trade representative official 
HJ. Rosenbaum. 

“There are many aspects 
to the trade systems, includ- 
ing rules of origin and cus- 
toms classifications,” Mr. 
Inama told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 
Once exporters know what 
regulations guide their ex- 
ports and what require- 
ments have to be met, then 
the process gets easier, he 
noted. 

Jordan is one of the be- 
neficiaries of the GSP 
under which developed 
countries offeT customs 
duty-free treatment to im- 
ports from developing 


countries under a set of 
prerequisites. The King- 
dom has also signed a new 
trade accord with the Euro- 
pean Union and is poised 
for a gradual entry to the 
WTO, which is- expected to 
replace the General Agree- 
ment on -Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) by 1997. 

The seminar will seek to 
discuss the various aspects 
of these agreements and 
highlight how Jordanian ex- 
porters could consolidate 
their access to international 
markets through these 
accords, and what they 
could and should do to' 
meet the requirements laid 
down under the accords. 

“Once you know the 
rules, you can better apply 
the systems and take advan- 
tage of the preferential 
treatment that some of the 
importing countries are 
offering to your exports," 
Mr. Inama noted. 


A roadside view of peace 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — How do the 
people of Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan and Israel feel ab- 
out the peace process? The 
new book of travel writer 
-Bettma Selby will explore 
this issue from a new pers- 
pective — that of a woman 
travelling from Lebanon to 
Israel on bicycle. 

- Mrs. Selby, who bolds a 
degree in history and world 
religions, harbours a long 
interest in the region his- 
torically known as Greater 
Syria, which she refers to as 
the Holy Land. 

“But,” the author said in 
an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, “I did not think 
til at 1 would ever write a 
book about this particular 
region, for it used to be too 
painful to be m an area so 
full of hostility.” 

It is the peace process 
which has made her want to 
write this book, which will 


comprise the experience of 
earlier trips to the Middle 
East as well as her present 
two-month journey. 

Mrs. Selby, who has 
done extensive research 
Into the historical back- 
ground of the present situa- 
tion and has closely fol- 
lowed the peace process 
through all its stages, has 
been talking to a wide vari- 
ety of people in all four 
countries, and is aware of 
the “official" as well as the 
“unofficial" view of peace. 

In her opinion, cycling is 
the best way of exploring a 
country, for it allows the 
most immediate contact 
with the population. 

She expects “to be consi- 
dered a little strange, but 
people appreciate that you 
are making a special effort 
to see their country. 

‘Tourists who travel in 
cars remain distant, 'rich 
foreigners'. Tm a ‘rich fore- 
igner’ too, but at least I 
sweat and look exhausted. 


#T 




Bettina Selby 

It breaks down barriers." 

Mrs. Selby spoke with 
fondness of her kind and 


warm reception in Jordan, 
her present station. 

Particularly memorable 
was the night she spent in 
Jerash: given that there are 
no hotels there, and seeing 
that there was no way she 
would reach Amman on 
her bike that evening, the 
tourist police built a bed for 
her in the tourist reception 
centre. 

The author sees herself 
as following in the foot- 
steps of the “British Victo- 
rian lady travellers.” 

Previous adventures on 
her bicycle have taken her 
from London to Jerusalem 
following the route of the 
Crusaders, 5,000 miles 
down the Nile into war- 
torn Sudan, from Karachi 
to Katmandu across the 
Himalaya mountains, and 
along the Niger to Timbuk- 
tu. 

She has published books 
in English and German on 
ail her trips. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


SOUTH AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL 

ft FOm entitled “Have You Seen Dram Recentiy?” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

ft Fihn (In French) entitled “Tlrez Sur Le Pianiste” at the 
. French Cultural Centre at 8.-00 p.m. 
y Film (In English) entitled “The Life of Leonardo Da 
YincT* (Part II) (with commentary in Arabic by Dr. 
KhaHd Kfcreft) at Darat Ai Funun at 5*30 p.m. 


The Chechen and North Caucasian 
community in Jordan mourns the 
death of the German journalist, 
Jodien Piest, in Chechenya. 
The community extends its deepest 
sympathy and condolences to his 
family and to the German nation. 
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Serbs refuse to open Sarajevo routes 


SARAJEVO (^-Roa* in 
out of Sarajevo remained 
closed Sunday despite a 
promise by the Bosnian Serbs 

that they would be opened as 
part of a ceasefire agreement, 
the United Nations said. 

The U.N, planned to re- 
sume negotiations with a 
Serb liaison officer at the 
city’s airport in pursuit of a 
compromise that would allow 
the routes to open. 

“The routes to Sarajevo 
are still closed and it is not 
clear why,” said U.N. 
spokesman Chris Gunness. 

The Serbs had promised to 
allow the routes to open at 8 
a.m. (0700 GMT} Sunday. 

U.N. spokesman Colonel 
Gary Coward said the United 
Nations had assured the 
Serbs that only h umanitarian 
and civilian traffic would be 
allowed to pass. 

If lower-level negotiations 
did not work, a United Na- 
tions delegation possibly led 
by the U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Sir Michael Rose, would 
have to go to the Serb head- 
quarters at Pale later in the 
day to take up the issue with 


U.S.: No 
human 
rights 
progress 
in China 

BEUING (AFP) — China 
has failed to make any prog- 
ress in key areas of human 
rights over the past year, 
Washington's top human 
rights official said here Sun- 
day after more than two days 
of talks marked by deep- 
rooted disagreement. 

During meetings with 
senior Chinese officials, U-S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
John Shattuck said he had 
appealed on behalf of the 


Q in ton administration for 
the release of several, high- 
profile political detainees, in- 
cluding the country’s most 
famous dissident, Wei Jin- 
sbeng. 

“Over the last year, the 
human rights situation in Chi- 
na has not improved in areas 
of special concern to the 
.American people,” Mr. Sbat- 
tnck said, citing “serious 
problems’* affecting freedom 
of speech, association and 
religion. 

“We have seen a number 
of restrictions and efforts to 
finut certain individuals from 
participating broadly in acti- 
vities of internationally rec- 
ognised freedom of speech 
and expression,” Mr. Shat- 
tuck told reporters. 

In talks with officials from 
the ministries of public secur- 
ity, health, family planning 
and justice, Mr. Shattuck 
said he bad “strongly (no- 
tested” the heavy sentences 
handed down last month to 
nine dissidents, as wed as the 
systematic rounding up and 
detention of activists prior to 
foreign visits. 

“There was plenty of dis- 
agreement,” Mr. Shattuck 
said, adding that he also 
raised the issues of Tibet, 
access to prisoners, reports of 
transplant organs being taken 
from executed criminals, and 
a blacklist preventing over- 
seas activists returning to 
China. 

He gave no details of the 
Chinese responses, although 
he said both sides had de- 
scribed the meetings as “use- 
ful " 

Mr. Shattuck said he bad 
received no precise informa- 
tion regarding the current 
situation of the 44-year-old 
Wei, who was been held 
without charge at an undis- 
closed location since being 
picked up in April. 

The Chinese authorities 
were incensed when Mr. 
Wei, who was released on 
parole in September 1993 af- 
ter serving all but six months 
of a 15- year sentence for 
counter-revolutionary activi- 
ties, met with Mr. Shattuck in 
February last year and called 
on Washington to take a hard 
line over human rights. 

Mr. Shattuck also denied 
that President Bill Clinton’s 
decision .in June to delink 
human rights from renewal of 
China most-favoured-nation 
(MFN) trade status, could be 
blamed for the lack of human 
rights progress. 

“If you look at the course 
of the entire year when these 
issues were at play, the 
events that were occuning in 
the first half of the year were 
similar to those that occurred 
in the second half," he said- 

At the same time, the 
secretary said some progress 
had been made in the area of 
legal reform, citing the new 
state compensation law 
allowing citizens to sue gov- 
ernment officials. 


the Bosnian Serb leadership. 

“If the BSA (Bosnian Serb 
Army) is not prepared to 
come to some sort of arrange- 
ment, then tins puts the cur- 
rent peace process in jeopar- 
dy. Inis needs to be resolved 
in the short term," Col. Co- 
ward told Reuters. 

“It’s surprising because we 
had every indication from the 
BSA that they wanted the 
cessation of hostilities agree- 
ment to work. This process is 
very delicate, needs to main- 
tain a momentum. The routes 
issue has great symbolic 
meaning.” 

U.N. officials said Satur- 
day Serb forces had 
threatened to fire on civilian 
traffic into Sarajevo in de- 
fiance of an accord signed by 
their own army command to 
open the aid routes to the 
city. Bosnian Serb leaders 
denied any threats bad been 
made. 

The Bosnian Serbs bad re- 
fused to open the routes be- 
cause they said the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government 
army had not withdrawn 
from a demilitarised zone 
near Sarajevo. 


The opening of the supply 
routes was a condition of a 
new year four-month cease- 
fire agreed by Bosnia’s main 
warring factions but many 
obstacles have developed in 
follow-np talks on im- 
plementing the provisions of 
the truce. 

The United Nations says 
the truce is basically holding, 
with the exception of the 
Bihac enclave m northwest- 
ern Bosnia, where renegade 
Serbs and Muslims have not 
signed the ceasefire. 

Col. Coward said a mortar 
bomb that smashed into a 
bridge in Bihac town Satur- 
day killed five people, one 
more than earlier reported, 
and wounded four. 

He said the mortar was 
apparently fired in retaliation 
for a Bosnian army lightning 
assault out of the Bihac “safe 
area” hours before on the 
adjacent Klokot area despite 
the standing ceasefire be- 
tween the war foes. 

“We believe this was poss-* 
ibiy in response to a Bosnian 
army assault on Klokot which 
is three kilometres from the 
edge of town and 1.2 


Japan Socialist rebels 
struggle over party future 


TOKYO (R) — The leader 
of a Socialist splinter group 
that threatens to midenmne 
Japan's ruling coalition de- 
fended his movement Sunday 
against a barrage of criticism 
of its political timing and 
motives. 

“It will be a kind of eutha- 
nasia for the Socialist Party if 
things continue as they are,” 
Swiflo Yamahana said on one 
of three national television 
talk shows on which he 

appeared, 

“I think Prime Minister 
(Tonmdu) Mu r a y am a shares 
the opinion that action must 
be taken to ensure the party’s 
future,” he said. 

Mr. Yamahana, Mr. 
Murayama’s immediate pre- 
decessor as Socialist chair- 
man, has assembled 23 party 
lawmakers dissatisfied with 
the “unholy alliance” which 
their party formed with for- 
mer foe the conservative 
Liberal Democratic Party last 
summer. 

To maximise the party’s 
chances of survival in future 
elections, Mr. Yamahana ’s : 
group calls Car recasting the 
Socialists as a centre-left 
alternative to the two large 
conservative parties that have 
emerged after two years of 
political turmoil. 

The rebel leader and his 
allies, who call themselves 
the New Democratic League, 
took to the airwaves Sunday, 
jnst days before parliament is 
due to begin, to serve notice 
dial they intend to form a 
new party as soon as possible 
— and to criticise die cau- 
tious approach of the prime 
minirtcr and his mostly leftist 
backers. . 

Mr. Murayama and bis 
group want to keep the 40- 
year-old party intact while it 
debates its future and pre- 


pares for nationwide local 
polls in April. 

“Many in the party are 
paying tip service to the re- 
birth of the Socialist Party 
but in reality they’re quite 
cosy with the status quo,” 
said party rebel Hirotaka 
Akama tsu. 

The Socialists, who have 
governed since Jane in a 
coalition with die LDP and 
the small reform at group 
Sakigake, have shed their tra- 
ditional left-wing policies in 
the interests of preserving the 
Murayama administration . 

“These struggles at the 
party centre have badly dam- 
aged die credibility of local 

S chapters, which must 
the April polls,” said 
imi Mino, a lawmaker 
opposed to the rebels. 

Hardliners on the party left 
have called for expelling the 
rebels and denying than a 
share of the pubtidy-funded 
subsidies which parties will 
receive under the electoral 
reform programme im- 
plemented last year. 

- The leftists, joined by the 
LDP, accuse Mr. Yamaha- 
na’s group of working with 
the opposition New Frontier 
Party to topple the govern- 
ment before or soon after 
parliament convenes on Jan. 
20 — a charge Mr. Yamaha- 
na denies. 

The opposition has deman- 
ded that Mr. Murayama dis- 
solve parliament and call 
fresh elections, a step be has 
refused to take and doesn’t 
have to until mid-1997. 

The rebels will Monday 
register themselves as a new 
paziiameatary bloc, an in- 
termediate step that falls 
short of leaving the Socialists 
and has triggered sharp pub- 
lic criticism of Mr. Yam ah a- 
na’s apparent lack of resolve. 


Think-tank sees world 
food shortage by 2030 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
swelling human population is 
on course to surpass the 
world's ability to provide 
food within a few decades or 
sooner, a Washington-based 
research group has said. 

The impending shift would 
lead to a future so different 
from the recent past that it is 
difficult to even imagine, the 
Woridwatch Institute said in 
its state of the world report. 

“The world food economy 
is m danger of being con- 
verted from a buyers market 
to a sellers market.” said 
Woridwatch President Lester 
Brown. 

Mr. Brown, who sees the 
change “certainly before 
2030” said there are already 
ample signs. 

“The wake up cal! will 
come from China, in the form 
of massive imports of grain,” 
Mr. Brown said in an inter- 
view with Reuters before the 
report was released. 

In 1994, China imported 
sharply higher quantities of 
wheat, bought maize for the 
first time in years and late in 
the year banned its own ex- 
ports. 

Rising food prices will 
come as a big shock to the 
people of the United Stares, 
who for years have been used 
to a cheap and plentiful food 
supply, he said. 

Americans would have to 
pay more because they will 
be competing to buy U.S.- 
grown food with hungry con- 
sumers in other countries 
making increasing demands 
on the world's largest food 
exporter. 

Until now. the world has 
produced enough food to 
feed its population with hun- 


ger in Third World countries 
being a problem of distribu- 
tion,” Mr. Brown said. 

Already, world seafood 
prices are rising, and fish 
catches are sharply down 
from the Black Sea to the 
Chesapeake Bay in the east- 
ern United Slates, Wori- 
dwatch said. 

Collapsing fisheries, 
shrinking forests, thinning 
soils, falling water levels. 
Third World unemployment 
and economic decline are all 
signs of the future, the report 
said. 

“Unless security is rede- 
fined (as food security) our 
children will face an econo- 
mically impoverished and 
politically volatile furure — a 
future so different from the 
recent past that we cannot 
easily imagine what it will be 
like.” Woridwatch said. 

Food shortages could 
switch countries from stabil- 
ity to instability almost over- 
night, the group said.. 

Mr. Brown said last year's 
U.N. Conference on Popula- 
tion and Development in 
Cairo was the boldest step so 
far to address the problem. 

But world leaders have still 
to implement the plan to 
more than triple spending on 
family planning programmes 
to $17 billion per year bv 
2000 . 

“Despite public support 
for far-reaching changes, the 
international response to the 
threat of ecological collapse 
and social disintegration is 
still seriously inadequate, 
said Hilary French, one of 
the report's authors. 

“We are winning a few 
battles, but we are losing the 
war,*' she said. 


kilometres outside the west- 
ern edge of the safe area." he 
said. 

“We think the assault was 
successful, so the mortar may 
have been fired into the town 
in response." 

Col. Coward said the 
U.N.’s regional headquarters 
at Tuzla Airport in northern 
Bosnia as well as other U.N. 
bases in the area remained 
blockaded by Bosnian forces 
protesting at the presence of 
a Serb liaison officer under 
terms of the oeasefire. 

Envoys from the big power 
contact group, trying to re- 
vive peace talks to end the 
33-month war, Saturday en- 
ded four days of meetings 
with leaders of Bosnia's riral 
factious. 

The envoys, representing 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and the United States, 
briefed Croatian officials in 
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Plague of 
flying ants hits 
Peruvian Andes 

LIMA (AFP) — A plague of 

flying ants has devoured pas- 
tures near the southeastern 
Andean dty of Puno, and 


next attack crops, the state 
Environmental Health de- 
partment stid. The ants have 
also attacked children ana 
livestock, leaving some badly 
blttdn. Peasants have 
gathered in various townships 
to organise processions to 
counter what they believe is 
bad luck brought by the 
flying ants. The ants have 
been Mamed for poor rains 
and low mflfe production by 
cows. 

Russian police 
seize40kgof 
stolen diamonds 


“we were informed about 
the progress in negotia- 
tions... unfortunately it 
seems that no concrete prog- 
ress was made,” Miomir 
Zuzul, Croatia’s U.N. 
ambassador, told reporters. 


S. Africa 
buries 
Joe Slovo 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Tens of thousands of 
mourners led by President 
Nelson Mandela Sunday 
buried veteran Communist 
Joe Slovo, the leading white 
figure in South Africa’s strug- 
gle for racial equality. 

At least 30,000 people 
crowded into Orlando Sta- 
dium in Soweto black 
township near Johannesburg 
to play their last respects to 
Slovo, who died on Jan. 6 
after losing his battle with 
bone marrow c an cer. 

The 68-year-old Slovo was 
a close friend of Mr. Mandela 
and the most senior white in 
his government and a rare 
white hero to South Africa’s 
Mack majority. 

The former white govern- 
ment had vilified Slovo dur- 
ing his years in exile as public 
enemy number one for his 
role in the armed struggle 
waged by the now-ruling 
.African National Congress 

(ANC). 

'Mourners from aD over the" 
country filed past the' open 
coffin of die chairman of the 
South African Communist 
Party, which was draped in 
the new Sooth African flag. 

Mr. Mandela praised Mr. 
SIovo's role in South Africa's 
peaceful transition to demo- 
cracy. 

“He knew when to com- 
promise, yet he never com- 
promised his principles,” Mr. 
Mandela said. “He was a 
militant, who knew bow to 
plan, assess concrete solu- 
tions and emerge with ration- 
al solutions to problems.’' 

Mr. Mandela said the 
Lithuania-born Slovo was 
“irreplaceable’' and drat it 
was tragedy that South Africa 
had lost a revolutionary who 
exhibited “humanity, prag- 
matism and indnst 


U.S. to hand over Haiti mission to U.N. I counter-in teDigence investi- 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali Monday or 
Tuesday is expected to set the 
legal machinery in motion for 
the U.N. to take over the 
American-led Haiti opera- 
tion by March 31, U.N. offi- 
cials and diplomats said. 

A report, prepared for him 
at the weekend by his special 
representative, Lakhdar Bra- 
himi, is to certify that a 
“stable and secure environ- 
ment” now exists in Haiti, a 
Security Council precondi- 
tion for the U.N. mission in 
Haiti, known as UNMIH. 

. At the same time the Un- 


ited States will formally 
notify the United Nations 
tha t conditions are ready for 
the handover from the U.S.- 
led multinational force that 
went to Haiti in October to 
restore President Jean- 
Bertraftd Aristide to power. 

U.N. spokesman Joe Sills 
said Dr. uhali’s report would 
be released Monday or Tues- 
day after which the Security 
Council may take up to a week 
to authorise the operation. 

Diplomats said they ex- 
pected the transfer to take 
about 60 days after die Coun- 
cil votes to draw np a U.N. 
force of about 6,000, nearly 
half of them expected to be 


Americans. 

The new U.N. force com- 
mander, named by both Mr. 
Gfaali and the Pentagon late 
last week, is U.S. Major. 
General Joseph Kinzer. Mr. 
Brahmri, a former Algerian 
foreign minister, will be die 
civilian chief of the opera- 
tion. 

Under congressional press- 
ure, the Clint on administra- 
tion wants the handover to 
take place as soon as possible 
but nervous U.N. officials, 
fearing a repeat of die chaos 
in Somalia after the bulk of 
U.S. troops pulled out, do 
not wish to rush the transition 


Christopher stays in charge at State 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Defying pundits who said he 
was on fas way out. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
has remained in place amid a 
partial cabinet shakeup half- 
way through President Bill 
Chilton’s term. 

Some analysts had sug- 
gested the 69-year-old Christ- 
opher bad endured enough 
after two years of foreign 
policy crises; others said he 
wanted to make a graceful 
exit after diplomatic succes- 
ses in Haiti and North Korea. 

“Fin just doing my job day 
in and day out, and l want to 
keep on doing that,” he said 
in a recent television /inter- 
view. “There’S an "agenda of 
issues that I want to carry 
forward.” 

While Mr. Clinton has re- 
vamped the White House 
staff and has had to find 
replacements to head treas- 
ury, defence, agriculture and 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency over die last year, 
Mr. Christopher stuck it out 
at the State Department de- 
spite frequent rumours that 
be is on his way out 

The rail- thin Christopher 
has had a tough act to follow, 
succeeding the more media 
savvy Republicans James 
Baker and Lawrence Eagle- 
burger. 

But appearances are de- 
ceptive. Despite his bland 
speaking style and stiff post- 
ure, Mr. Christopher is a 
veteran diplomat with wide 
experience. 


As deputy secretary of 
state under President Jimmy 
Carter (1977-1981), he 
helped negotiate the release 
of U.S. hostages in Tehran. 
In his current position, he has 
had to cope with an endless 
list of crises from Bosnia to 
Cuba to North Korea. 

He swims or jogs every 
morning, and endnTes a 
marathon travel schedule for 
diplomatic missions that in- 
clude tough negotiations with 
the faces of Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad and others. 

Still, the mild-mannered 
North Dakota native who 
seems to get lost m hisshiit 
cohara suffers from an image-' 
problem. Even the guidance 
of Clinton aide and media 
guru David Gergen did Httle 
to help. 

When a shirtsleeve-dad 
Clinton cajoled with U.S. 
troops in Kuwait last year, 
Mr. Christopher took off his 
jacket, but still appeared 
awkwardly uncomfortable in 
his stiff tie in the scorching 
40-degrees centigrade (100- 
Fahrcnheit) heat. 

Jimmy Carter stole his 
thunder by negotiating a 
ceasefire in Haiti and Bosnia, 
and deputy Robert Gallucci 
was in the spotlight in nego- 
tiating a deal to freeze North 
Korea's nuclear energy prog- 
ramme suspected of weapons 
development. 

The only area which he 
seems to be handling pereo- 


Christopher aims to stabilise U.S. -Russia ties 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, his 
lease in his job extended by 
President Bfa Clinton, leaves 
Monday on his first overseas 
-trip of -1995 ■ — a high-stakes 
effort to stabilise troubled 
ties with Russia. 

With Moscow’s handling of 
Cbechenya causing increas- 
ing alarm in Washington, 
U.S. officials say this almost 
certainly win be the first issue 
discussed when Mr. Christ- 
opher dines in Geneva Tues- 
day with Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev. 

Beyond that, during talks 
that will also take most of 
Wednesday, Mr. Christopher 
will engage Mr. Kozyrev on 
the matter that brought Mos- 
cow and Washington to con- 
frontation last month — the 
expansion of NATO and the 
long-term security of Europe. 

Mr. Christopher’s two pre- 
decessor. James Baker and 
George Shultz, regularly held 
“nrinisterials” with their Rus- 
sian .counterparts — two or 
more day sessions involving a 
phalanx of officials on each 
side that examined a broad 


dded to resume the ntiniste- 
rials, although it was unclear 
how often they might be 
held. 

Beginning this week, he 
aims “to establish an ongoing 
mechanism on an issue when 
they run into each other ev- 
ery month or so, but to have 
a regularly scheduled con- 
sultative meeting where they 
cover the range of the rela- 
tionship,” one senior official 
said in an interview. 

The goal is to “ensure you 
build on areas of agreement 
and manage areas of dis- 
agreement,” in an era when 
there is an increasingly 
aggressive and nationalistic 
tone in Russian foreign poli- 
cy, he said. 

The two governments have 
to “implement a rule of no 
surprises, of not letting a 
surprise or a public disagree- 
ment snowball into broader 
disagreement, because the 
relationship is so important,” 
tiie official added. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Clinton identified ties with 
Russia as one of their top 


crat as well as to economic 
and political reform in Rus- 
sia. 

“AS the good things are in 
jeopardy,” inducting coop- 
erative ties between 
Washington and Moscow, 
one Russian expert in the 

R fitHl Mffl 

Mr. Kozyrev is likely to 
argue for continued Western 
support despite the war in 
Cbechenya when he meets 
Mr. Chrirtopher. 

Russia launched a di- 
plomats counterattack ahead 
of the two-day Kozyrev- 
Christopfaer talks that start 
Tuesday, charging that the 
West risks seaming historic 
Russian refor m s by criticising 
the war to crush Chechen 


Mr. Christopher’s contacts 
with Mr. Kozyrev, while fre- 
quent, have tended to be 
shorter and more concen- 
trated on specific topics. 

But the experience of last 
December — when Russia 
backed out of a military 
cooperation programme with 
NATO and President Boris 
Yeltsin warned alliance ex- 
pansion plans could bring a 
“cold peace” with the West 
— has made him rethink this 
approach. 

Mr. Christopher has de- 


tbey took office in 1993 and 
for a time this seemed a great 
success. 

But the dash last Decem- 
ber, when Russia stunned the 
West by not signing a Part- 


NATO and by Mr. Yeltsin’s 
harsh warning against 
alliance expansion, under- 
scored ominous frictions that 
must be addressed. 

Moreover, Moscow’s 
assaul t cm Cbechenya, which 
caused heavy civilian casual- 
ties, has become a major 
threat to Mr. Yeltsin's stand- 
ing, and future, as a demo- 


“we can not but notice an 
inadequate and hasty reac- 
tion from certain potitical 
leaders ■who call for freezing 
political and economic coop- 
eration” because of the con- 
flict, said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gregory Karasm 
Thursday. 

President Yeltsin's dnef 
economic policy advisor, 
Alexander Livshits, repeated 
the message Friday, saying 
sanctions against Russia 
would ’*bk>omerang.” 

Mr. Kozyrev is ready to 
discuss Cbechenya with Mr. 
Christopher, but only the 
month-long war’s “eternal 
aspects,” Mr. Karasin said. 

Russia has about $15 bil- 
lion of vital foreign loans and 
aid at stake and, for now, its 
diplomatic strategy is work- 
ing. 

Mr. Christopher told a 
U.S. news agency Friday that 
he would state the U-S- gov- 
ernment’s objections to Mr. 


Kozyrev in Geneva, but all 
tiie same would urge Con- 
gress to approve a $900 mil- 
lion aid programme. 

Russian forces are guilty of 
“the in d i s c riminate kniing of 
women and children (and) 
excessive use of force,” Mr. 
Christopher said, but the aid 
package only "becomes more 
important.” ' 

President Clinton has also 
decried the vast air and 
ground assault , on 
Chechenya, but been careful 
to point out that the tiny 
Caucasus republic is part of 
the Russian Federation. 

Russian officials say the 
Geneva talks are .principally 
to focus on implementing 
agreements reached at the 
tart Russtan-U.S. presiden- 
tial summit in September in 
Washingon, which covered 

nuclear security and trade 
deals. 

Russia’s operation in 
Chechenya has heightened 
desire in Eastern Europe for 
the protection of NATO’ 
membership. One “under- 
stands better now the reasons 
why the Czech Republic 
aspires to- alliance mem- 
bership,” said Czech Presi- 
dent Vaclav Havel last week. 

Washington's plans to let 
former Soviet-dominated 
East European states join the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) will prob- 

Mr. Y eltsm’ 

on the plan in December. 

Mr. Christopher said in 
December that he would not 
back down , on NATO en- 
largement, bat that he 
warned “to explain it very 
carefully to Russia (and) dis- 
pel any confusion.” 


□ally is die Middle East, but 
the crucial Israeli -Syrian dis- 
cussions have been stale- 
mated. 

But Mr. Christopher 
seemed out of the spotlight 
even when Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation leader Yas- 
ser Ararat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
signed their historic accord in 
Washington.' 

One editorial cartoon pub- 
lished at the time of the 
Isr&el-PLO agreement 
showed Mr. Christopher on a 
barstool, saying to himself, 
“They wouldn’t do it without 
me, naah...” 

His critics describe him as a 
technocrat IacJong.vision and 
charisma. But with -the Con- - 
grass now dominated by Re- 
publicans, Mr. Christopher is 
an asset to the administration 
because of his long experi- 
ence and relationships with 
lawmakers. 

The soft-spoken Christ- 
opher will have his hands full 
with the new Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair- 
man Jesse Helms, who has 
vowed to focus on foreign 
policy. 

Bat the two men have 
known each other and work- 
ed together for some 20 
years, and few other Demo- 
crats have the experience that 
Mr. Christopher has in tins 
arena. 

“I think that Senator 
Helms and I will have a good 
personal- relationship,” Mr. 


MOSCOW (R) — Police and . 

counter-intelligence investi- ; 
gators have seized more than 
40 kilogrammes of diamonds W'l 
and arrested a group of peo- ’■ 

ple ailegedly involved in illeg- .* 
al diamo nd sales, Interfax 
News Agency said. I t quo ted 
the investigation department - . 
of tiie Interior Ministry as 1- 
saying the estimated value of - 
diamonds was 17 billion rou- > 
bles ($45 million). The agen- 
cy said the arrests completed „ 
an operation launched last - 
year after a series of diamond y t 
and precious metals thefts 
from the Moscow-Erased sti- ... 
entific iiMft'hite Ginalmazzo- - 
krto. Interfax quoted investi- 
gators as saying some of the "■ 
stolen diam onds had been 
smuggled to Bulgaria. It gave - 
no further details. Officials 
could not be reached for 
comment. ■- j 

Bank robber ^ 
confesses in 
Taiwan J 

TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwanese Sj 
man defamed by police in a rl 
routine patrol has confessed ^ 
to stealing some $3.8 million 
from two local banks last 
year, police said. LinGring- 
Fa, 33, admitted he was the v 
man who stole the money - 
from two local banks last . *$ 
May and December, a Taipei \ 
police official told state tele- 
vision. “I did the two cases all r . 
by myself,” Mr. Lin told tele- 
vision. Mr. Lin said be only ,! 

'got away with $800,000. be- ^ 
cause he had to run off when 
his robbery was interrupted. , 
Police recovered the money ' - 
at his home. A police official ^ 
told television he believed 
the man had other accom- , 
[tikes. ^ 

Singapore to have 
cheaper, speedier c. 
Family Court 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — V- 
Singaporeans will have a 
cheaper, speedier way of set- '.-1 
tfidjfdoinestic disputes when 
a Family Court officially 
opens in March, the Sunday ^ 
limes reported here. They 
can file a case with only one 
dollar (67 U.S. cents) and 
will not need expensive 
lawyers who could cost up to ' 
3,000 dollars ($2,000) a day to * 
appear in a subordinate 
court. The court will deal 
with family disputes such as - - 

maintenance payments, 
adoption petitions, protec- - 
tioa orders against spousal ,- - : 
violence and child abuse. But "- Z 
divorce cases would still be -** 
heard in the High Court. The 
court was set up after com- 1 - 
plaints that lawyers’ fries had 
soared beyond the reach of */ 
many. ___ : • 

Indonesia’s £ 

birthrate halved 
since 1970 ,z 

JAKARTA (AFP) — In- * j 
doneaa’s birthrate has been -j*; ■ 

almost halved since 1970, -?■'* (i 
according to a Central Statis- r 

-tics Agency (BPS) survey f, 

dted by Antara News Agen-. I 
cy Friday. The 1994 survey, •: * 

carried oot between July and 
October and involving 35,510 \ 

respondents, showed that the * ’ k 
birthrate had fatlen from 5.6 j? 
per 1,000 population in the ;/ 

early 1970s to 2.9 two de- ;5 
cades later, Antara News 
Agency reported. The BPS . !■■ 
survey also found that the use ft: 
of contraceptives had in- . j; 
creased to 55 per cent in 1994 
compared to 50 per emit 
when the last survey was 
taken in. 1991. Since the 
fo r ma tio n of tiie National 
Family Planning Board , in 
1970 Indonesia’s voluntary 
national family programme 
has reached tiie far Song 
villages of the archipelago 
promoting the idea of a 
small , happy and prosperous 
.family using the slogan “two 
children fa enough.” State 
Minist er for Population tc\ 
Affairs Haiyono Snyoho said ^ 
the increasing age at which 
peopl e got married was a 
contributing factor to the de- 
efimog birthrate 
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A Chechen fighter shoots as his comrades ran for cover during fightings in the Chechen capital of Grozny (AFP photo) 

Italy’s Dini opts for slimline team of technocrats 


ROME (AFP) — Lamberto 
Dini, set to take over as 
Italy's new prime minister, 
held informal talks with non- 
party technocrats in his 
Treasury Ministry office Sun- 
day in a bid to put in place a 
new government by the mid- 
dle of the week. 

Asked by President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro to form Italy's 
54th postwar government, 
Mr. Dini has opted for a 
slimline team of ministers 
selected for their expertise 
rather than party affiliation, 
the bui sn ess daily II Sole 24 
Ore reported. 

The number of portfolios 
could well be reduced from 
around 30 in the administra- 
tion formed by Silvio Berlus- 
coni less than a year ago to 20 
or fewer under Mr. Dmi, the 
newspaper said. 

Mr. Dini, treasury minister 
in the outgoing government, 
began informal talks with 
prospective ministers Satur- 
day and was said to be aiming 
to announce his team to Mr. 
Scalfaro Tuesday or Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Berlusconi resigned 
last month after the par- 
liamentary coalition backing 


his administration collapsed. 

A 63-year-old financial ex- 
pert and former head of the 
Italian Central Bank, Mr. 
Dini said following his 
appointment that he would 
seek to form a cabinet made 
up of “people independent of 
political parties" in order to 
“defuse the political atmos- 
phere” and concentrate on 
resolving Italy’s chronic 
financial difficulties. 

Analysts believed Mr. Dini 
was likely to retain the treas- 
ury portfolio and create a 
“super-ministry” combining 
the budget and finance de- 
partments that would set ab- 
out reducing Italy's huge 
public debt, currently equiva- 
lent to 120 per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

There was doubt that be 
would succeed in forming his 
team in the time he has set 
himself. 

The only political persona- 
lities he has met since 
embarking on consultations, 
under-secretary of state in 
the prime minister’s office 
Gianni Lettra and the minis- 
ter for relations with parlia- 
ment Giuliano Ferrara, are 
members of Mr. Berlusconi’s 


Forza Italia party, suggesting 
a degree of continuity be- 
tween the incoming and out- 
going administrations. 

Mr. Dini, a conservative 
with views relatively dose to 
those of Forza Italia, has 
given no indication of the 
course his consultations have 
taken. 

The Northern League, 
whose defection from the rul- 
ing coalition last month was 
instrumental in Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's fall from power, im- 
mediately declared its 
opposition to the prospect of 
Mr. Letta retaining his post 
in the new government. 

“In a government of tech- 
nocrats above the parties, 
Letta would obviously be 
there to see to the carrying 
out of Berlusconi policies," 
its spokesman, Luigi Rossi, 
said. 

Mr. Berlusconi was main- 
taining his opposition to Mr. 
Scalfaro’s decision to appoint 
a new prime minister rather 
than call new elections, and 
on Saturday sent a video cas- 
sette to Italy’s television sta- 
tions — of which he owns 
three — to set out the 
achievements of his seven 


months in office. 

“Only a rapid return to the 
polls will restore life to a 
coalition government capable 
of ensuring stability." he told 
a press conference Friday af- 
ter moving finally out of the 
prime minister’s office at the 
Chiagi Palace. 

He said he planned in the 
coming days to form a “broad 
alliance of moderate, free- 
marker. Catholic, federal and 
social and European con- 
servative forces.'* 

The secretary of the 
(formerly Christian Demo- 
crat) Popular Party, Rocco 
Burtiglione, appeared to hold 
out the prospect of an 
alliance with Mr. Berlusconi 
in an interview in the daily 
Corriere Della Sera Sunday 
in which he suggested the 
formation of 3 moderate cen- 
tre grouping that could in- 
clude Forza Italia. 

Mr. Buttiglione, who had 
formed part of the parliamen- 
tary opposition to Berlusco- 
ni, said he had written to the 
media magnate congratulat- 
ing him on stepping down 
and proposing the creation of a 
“new moderate pole" in Ita- 
lian political life. 


Army patrol ends as N: Irish peace holds 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland’s predominantly Pro- 
testant police force Sunday 
patrolled Belfast’s Roman 
Catholic Republican stron- 
gholds without British milit- 
ary protection for the first 
time in 25 years. 

Signalling growing peace 
after a generation of guerrilla 
war, six-man police teams 
paced narrow streets and 
housing estates, once arenas 
for running battles and bomb 
and bullet attacks. 

Discarding flak jackets and 
heavy weapons, they wore 
bolstered pistols and carried 
clipboards as they made 
“house calls" about car thefts 
and burglaries. 

Ceasefires five months ago 
by Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas and later by 
their pro-British Protestant 
foes created a new peace 
climate after bloody armed 
struggles in the British pro- 


vince claimed more than 
3,000 lives during a quarter of 
.. century of strife. 

Last Thursday, Royal Uls- 
V.jter Constabulary (RUC) 
police chiefs decreed it was 
safe for Belfast patrols to go 
out during the day without 
the customary back-up from 
British troops who have been 
a controversial part of daily 
life in Catholic areas where 
support is high for an end to 
London rule. 

The RUC is anxious to 
returtOo “normal policing” 
and Catholics are glad about 
the partial withdrawal of 
British troops. They will still 
guard night police patrols. 

But many Catholics say 
they will continue to regard 
the 92 per cent Protestant 
police force as unacceptable. 

Later in Belfast Republi- 
cans were planning to de- 
monstrate outside a police 
security base demanding “de- 


militarisation” of the North- 
ern Ireland conflict, a code 
word for troop and police 
: withdrawal from Catholic dis- 
tricts. 

At the height of the vio- 
lence, when there were fre- 
quent confrontations be- 
tween security forces and 
people in pro-Irish neigh- 
bourhoods, the RUC and the 
British army were often ac- 
cused of harassment and 
heavy-handedness. 

The IRA, which waged a 
war to end British rule, lolled 
almost 300 RUC officers in 
its campaign. Its Protestant 
loyalist foes targeted random 
Catholics and alleged Repub- 
licans. 

Senior RUC officers be- 
lieve many people in Repub- 
lican areas will be glad to see 
them return to normal duties. 
In both Protesrant and 
Catholics areas IRA and 


loyalist “punishment squads'* 
frequently set upon '“wrong- 
doers”. .breaking their limbs 
with baseball bats or cement 
blocks. 

Before leaving for their 
first non-military patrols, the 
police were warned to “be 
careful out there” by their 
sergeants and inspectors. 

As low cloud over Divis 
Mountain poured rain down 
on the patrol and early morn- 
ing mass-goers, some elderly 
Catholics gave the passing 
police a friendly “good morn- 
ing.” 

But antagonism among 
many Catholics runs deep. 
Most want Northern Ireland 
reunited with the Republic of 
Ireland from which it was 
divided by partition 70 years 
ago, and traditionally regard 
the RUC as an oppressive 
force and the armed wing of 
the province's Protestant 
political controllers. 


Arson suspected in deadly Australia blaze 


SYDNEY (R) — An apart- 
ment fire which killed eight 
people in a Sydney suburb 
early Sunday was being tre- 
ated as suspicious, Australian 
Police said. 

The blaze completely des- 
troyed a third-floor apart- 
ment in the south-western 
suburb of Liverpool in what a 
fireman at the scene de- 
scribed as one of the hottest 
blazes be had ever battled. 


Police said a pregnants 
woman and a number of chil- 
dren were believed to be 
among the victims, thought 
to be members of a family 
attending a reunion. But they 
had not yet positively identi- 
fied the badly burnt bodies. 

Police said the blaze was 
being treated as suspicious 
until a cause was established. 

Neighbours of the family 
told reporters they had little 


doubt the blaze was the result 
of arson. One said he called 
the fire brigade and reached 
the scene moments later. 

“What amazed me most 
was that there wasn't a. 
scream or a call for help. 
-There wasn’t a single sound." 
he said. 

“It looked to me like some- 
one soaked the house (with 
fuel) and soaked the staircase 


then set fire to it. The stair- 
case was alight from the bot- 
tom up.” 

Another neighbour told re- 
porters: “It didn't look like a 
house fire to me. It looked 
like a chemical fire.” 

The fire death toll was the 
worst in Australia since 12 
resident of a hostel for the 
mentally retarded died in a 
blaze at the town of Dungog 
north of Sydney in 1991. 


Pope ends Philippine visit with biggest-ever crowd 
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MANILA (R) — Pope John 
Paul wrapped up a trium- 
phant visit to the Philippines 
Sunday by drawing the big- 
gest crowd of his 17-year 
reign and rejuvenating a 
papacy some people feared 
was going into decline. 

Vatican officials said it was 
the biggest turnout yet for the 
Pope, beating even the wel- 
come he received when he 
returned to his native Poland 
for the first time as Pontiff in 
1979. 

After a smaller than ex- 
pected crowd at his first big 
public mass Saturday, Sun- 
day’s climax of World Youth 
Day was a stunning explosion 
of Filipino Catholic faith. . 

Rizal Park in the middle of 
Manila was jammed to bur- 
sting and all the roads to the 
apostolic nunciature were so 
crammed with people hoping 
for a gKmpse of the Pope he 
bad to abandon plans to drive 
to the Youth Day mass. 

People perched atop vehi- 
cles, traffic ligghts and any- 
where offering a vantage 
point to catch a glimpse of 
leader of the world’s some 
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900 million Roman Catholics 
were disappointed. 

Instead he was flown the 
three kilometres by helicop- 
ter to emerge on a high stage 
to the adulation of foreign 
and Filipino youth delegates 
along with millions of local 
people. 

The 74-year-old Pope, 
forced to cancel foreign tours 
to the United States and Bel- 
gium last year after under- 
going j bone replacement 
surgery , was dearly delighted 
with his reception on the first 
stage of his four-nation tour. 

He leaves Monday for 
Papua New Guinea, before 

S ing on to Australia and Sri 
nka. 

‘‘He is delighted," ' said 
chief Vatican spokesman Joa- 
quin Navarro- Vails who 
estimated Sunday’s crowd at 
four million. “It is his first 
trip in such a long time and 
be has found this kind of 
reception. This was clearly a 
boost for him." 

The Pope even turned the 
silver topped black cane he 
now uses to help walk into a 
stage prop during the visit, 


waving it enthusiatically .at 
the crowds. 

He entertained hundreds 
of thousands of people at a 
youth vigil Saturday night by 
twirling it like Charlie Cha- 
plin. ' 

Although the Pope looked '- . 
very tired and lost in thought 
as he arrived for a Sunday 
evening meeting with Asian 
bishops, aides his Manila re- 
ception was just what he 
needed to help get through 
the loss of his former active 
lifestyle. 

“That kind of change is 
difficult psychologically and 
this trip has helped him come 
to peace with himself about 
this new phase in bis life/’ 
the aide added. "It has 
recharged his batteries.” 

Behind the adulation, 
however, there were serious 
messages for the people of 
the Philippines, Asia’s only 
Catholic majority nation, and 
for the region’s church 
hierachy. 

There was also a diploma- 
tic success in getting a delega- 
tion from China’s breakaway 
Catholic Church, to join him 


in prayer for the first time at 
the Youth Day mass. 

The mass was the clearest 
indication yet that China’s 
state-sponsored church, 
which obeys the Chinese gov- 
ernment instead of the Pope, 
was inching closer to Rome. 

The Pontiff stepped into a 
conflict between the Philip- 
pine Church and the govern- 
ment of President Fidel 
Ramos over stare promotion 
of birth control by bluntly 
telling his bishops they must 
resist all encroachments on 
his conservative doctrine. 

"Because the church trea- 
sures the divine gifts of hu- 
man life and its inalienable 
dignity, she cannot but stre- 
nuously oppose all measures 
which are in any way directed 
at promoting abortion, ster- 
ilisation and also contracep- 
tion,” he told a private meet- 
ing of Philippine bishops. 

Despite professing respect 
for the other great religions 
of Asia, he also left the lead- 
ers of his church in no doubt 
their job is to go out spread 
their faith throughout the re- 
gion. 
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Chechenya crisis threatens 
Yeltsin’s survival as leader 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin has lost much of his re- 
maining popularity over the 
bloody intervention in 
Chechenya, which threatens 
his very survival as head of 
state, diplomats here said. 

After the fall of Grozny, he 
will urgently have to revamp 
existing power structures if 
he wants to hold on to the 
presidency. 

Moscow’s handling of the 
crisis “has shown up the abs- 
ence of a coordinating centre 
for decision-making. The 
power structures are vague 
and not cohesive," a Western 
diplomat commented. 

Around the head of state 
several decision-making 
bodies gravitate, relatively 
independent of each other 
and there is no established 
hierarchy: These include the 
ministries of the interior and 
defence, the counter- 
espionage service and Secur- 
ity Council and a few auton- 
omous personalities like Ale- 
xander Koijakov, head of the 
Preisdential Guard. 

As a result orders that are 
given are not carried out and 
the declaration of officials 
contradict one another. 

The Russian president has 
recognised the danger. "The 
Kremlin is trying to redefine 
its political strategy and is 
looking into ways of reform- 
ing power structures,” one 
diplomat said. 

In the past few days, Mr. 
Yeltsin's political advisors — 
who had not had access to 
him since the outbreak of the 
Chechenya crisis on Dec. 11 
— have won back the ear of 
the president and are speak- 
ing once more in his name. 

American 
guide killed 
in Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
An American woman tourist 
and her Cambodian tour 
guide were killed Sunday 
when their vehicle came 
under gunfire in Cambodia's 
northwest, the information 
minister said. 

The woman’s husband, 
also American, was injured 
when the party were shot at ’ 
20 kilometres north .of the 
provincial town of Siem Reap 
on the road to Banteay Srei 
Temple, Leng Mouly told 
AFP. 

The minister said he had 
been evacuated to Phnom 
Penh for medical care and his 
condition was described as 
stable,” the minister said, 
adding that the couple were 
tourists. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Phnom Penh said it could not i 
give out their names because 
of U.S. privacy laws. 

"The circumstances of the | 
incident are unclear at this 
time, but the Cambodian 
government has given every 
I assurance it will move quickly 
[ to thoroughly investigate and 
bring the criminals to jus- 
tice.” U.S. diplomat Dave 
Miller told AFP. 

Government officials said 
they did not know whether 
the attackers were Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas, who con- 
trol large pockets of the 
country, or rural bandits. 

But a senior military offi- 
cial in northwestern Siem 
Reap province told AFP by 
phone initial investigations 
suggested the attack was a 
case of banditry. 

"The investigation is still 
going on, but I don’t think it 
was the Khmer Rouge be- 
cause there are no Khmer 
Rouge in this area,” said the 
official on condition of 
anonymity. 

Siem Reap is home to the 
12th century Angkor Wat 
Temple complex, Cambo- 
dia's main tourist attraction. 
But Khmer Rouge violence 
and the killing of several 
Western tourists last year, as 
well as rural banditry, has 
deterred tourists. 

Automatic weapons are 
easy to buy in Cambodia and 
banditry is rife in many rural 
areas, often involving upaid, 
undisciplined but well-armed 
soldiers and policemen. 

“I think the incident is an 
internal problem, possibly it 

Mine of the security 

forces in the area in a hold-up 
or extortion that went 
wrong," the senior military 
official from Siem Reap said. 

Government officials in 
Phnom Penh were trying to 
play down the severity of the 
incident for the sake of the 
country’s already troubled 
tourist industry. 

Meanwhile Cambodian 
Co-Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh arrived here Sun- 
day for top-level talks aimed 
— --^K»ing prickly issues in- 
cluding border disputes ana 
immigration. 


In addition, the Kremlin is 
tackling the power structures 
of the military, in which re- 
fusal to carry out orders has 
been a major destabilising 
factor. 

Hence the idea launched 
last week of putting the chief 
of staff under the direct au- 
thority of the president. The 
Defence Ministry, remod- 
elled on U.S. lines, would no 
longer have responsiblity for 
administering the armed 
forces and the command 
structure would be the chief 
of staff, explained Sergei 
Satarov, Mr. Yeltsin's politic- 
al advisor. It would be a 
discreet way of sidelining the 
hardline Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev. 

The Kremlin envisages "a 
complex movement of per- 
sonnel to put back order into 
the armed forces after a long 
period of open debate,” a 
well-informed Western 
source said. 

Meanwhile the public pro- 
secutor's deparment met 
Saturday to consider what to 
do about offices who have 
refused to carry out the 
orders of the military high 
command, the Interfax News 
Agency reported, quoting the. 
spokesman for the presi- 
dent's office, Sergei 
Nosovets. 

A restructuring of the high 
command in Moscow is not 
the only problem facing the 
Russian president. The situa- 
tion on the ground in 
Chechenya is virtually at an 
impasse: if he stays he could 
get bogged down, if he pulls 
our he could be ousted. 

“The battle for Grozny will 
not be over when the bunker 
of the presidential palace has 
been taken. The Russian flag 


floating over the building will 
not be a sign of capitulation 
and a return to constitutional 
order in Chechenya. Even 
the death of (Chechen self- 
styled President) Dzhokhar 
Dudayev will not bring the 
republic to its knees," Dmitri 
Ukhlin, the weekly Moscow 
News’ political commentator 
said Friday. 

After the fall of the seces- 
sionist republic's capital, 
“Russian forces will have to 
stay in Chechenya.” Their 
pull-out would be an admis- 
sion of weakness, the Cauca- 
sian part of Russia would 
split up into pieces and Boris 
Yeltsin would immediately 
be toppled, Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Shakhrai pre- 
dicted. 

But Mr. Yeltsin could still 
survive as no political figure 
of any stature has risen up to 
replace him and there is no- 
body today to play the role he 
played himself in August 
1991. 

The Chechenya conflict 
has thrown a spotlight on the 
impotence of the new Rus- 
sian parliament to influence 
Kremlin policy in times of 
crisis. 

But deputies are tentative- 
ly stirring to try to daw back 
some powers from President 
Yeltsin. 

The question is: How can 
this be done without provok- 
ing a major showdown with 
the Kremlin leader who dis- 
solved the previous parlia- 
ment with army tanks? 

Lacking both the spirit and 
the legal authority to put a 
brake on Mr. Yeltsin, par- 
liamentary deputies in both 
houses have been helpless to 
stop the bloody advance of 
the Russian troops on Groz- 
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But groups at both ends of 
the political spectrum appear 
now to feci that the constitu- 
tion should be amended to 
redress an imbalance in the 
powers of the legislative and 
executive branches. 

“Yes. we feel helpless. The 
Duma has demonstrated its 
impotence,” Viktor Sheinis, 
a prominent liberal deputy 
from the reformist Yabloko 
faction, told Reuters. 

“We need to amend the 
constitution to enable the 
Duma (lower house) to speak 
and to make its voice heard." 

Gennady Zyuganov, head 
of the strong Communist fac- 
tion and party, echoed the 
views of his political oppo- 
nent. 

"During the Chechen crisis 
it has become especially clear 
that the Duma has no rights, 
that it is only a small barrier 
on the path of the president,” 
he told Reuters. 

"We will end up with dicta- 
torship, instead of democra- 
cy, if we do not amend the 
constitution.” 

The only faction which 
backs the Kremlin's handling 
of the Chechen crisis is that 
of ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky — a factor which 
underlines Mr. Yeltsin's 
isolation. 

The new Russian constitu- 
tion adopted on Dec. 12, 
1993, the same day the Duma 
was elected, gave the presi- 
dent expanded powers at the 
expense of the legislature. 

The shift. Mr. Yeltsin 
argued at the time, was 
needed to prevent a power 
struggle between the presi- 
dent and the parliament 
which could hinder democra- 
tic reforms. 


54 rescued after boat sinks in India 


CALCUTTA (R) — Indian 
authorities said 54 people had 
been rescued and no bodies 
found Sunday when a boat 
carrying Hindu pilgrims at 
the mouth of the Ganges 
River capsized. 

Government officials at 
Sagar Island sooth of Calcut- 
ta told Reuters by telephone 
that crew had said between 
50 and 60 people boarded 
the launch, which tipped over 
at about 10:30 a.m. (0500 
GMT). 

Rescue operations were 


continuing, and it was still 
not dear whether anyone had 
drowned. 

Earlier, United News of 
India (UNI) reported that 
dozens of pilgrims were 
feared drowned. 

UNI said the boat was car- 
rying about 100 passengers 
who had come to Sagar In- 
land to bathe in the holy river 
in a ritual which Hindus be- 
lieve washes away their sins. 
Offidals told UNI about 33 
pilgrims had been rescued J 

Exactly one year earlier 


more than 60 people 
drowned when two pilgrim 
boats collided in the Bay of 
Bengal and one was torn in 
half. 

A Hindu festival during 
wh’ch tens of millions of peo- 
ple **.iU take sacred baths 
~ jog the Ganges began 
Saturday. 

Overcrowding is a peren- 
nial problem during the fes- 
tival when there is a huge 
demand for places on boats 
which shuttle pilgrims to 
bathing .spots. 



A woman digs out a storm drain in front of her 
beachfront home in Malibu in preparation for 
renewed rain storms expected to hit Califor- 


nia. Record rains have caused major damage 
due to flooding and mudslides (AFP photo) 


Weekend fires in U.S. claim 17 lives 


BURBANK. Illinois (AFP) 
— Six children and their 62- 
year-old father died Saturday 
when fire raced through their 
split-level home in suburban 
Qiicago, authorities said. 

Two other fires in the Mid- 
west left eight other children 
and two other adults dead. 

In Burbank, the seven vic- 
tims were pulled from the 
house alive but succumbed la- 
ter to smoke inhalation, said 
fire officials. The children 
ranged in age from three to 
16. 

A woman who was nine 
months pregnant escaped and 
called for help. Another 
woman survived after being 
pulled out by neighbours. 

“All we know is it started 
in the front room, and — 
pom the neighbours — there 
was a big explosion.” said 
Fire Chief Martin Kreil. "It 
was probably the windows 
blowing out.” 

In Moorhead, Minnesota, 
a woman and six children 
aged two to 10 died in a fire 
in their three-bedroom apart- 
ment. Fire offidals said they 
had moved to the apartment 
after a blaze at their home in 
another part of town. 


In Columbus. Ohio, three 
family members, including 
two children, perished in an 
early morning blaze. Fire 
offidals said four other chil- 
dren escaped, including one 
who jumped from a second- 
floor window. 

Meanwhile more rain fell 
on parts of flood-soaked Cali- 
fornia Saturday, but forecas- 
ters said the worst was over 
— at least for now. 

Amid the cleanup, resi- 
dents queued up for tetanus 
shots and free food in Guer- 
neville, north of San Frands- 
co. while the National Guard 
sent patrols in motorboats 
along overflowing rivers. 

Flooding over the last 
week has caused at least II 
deaths and £300 million in 
property damage in the most 
populous U.S. state. 

‘ President Bill Clinton, who 
declared 34 of the state's 58 
countries disaster areas, said 
the government was doing 
everything possible to pro- 
vide relief. 

"I pledge to you that the 
American people will stand 
by you in this time of crisis as 
they have in the past,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 


Flood and mudslide warn- 
ings were lifted in northern 
California, except along the 
Russia River. But residents 
in many areas were advised 
to boil drinking water be- 
cause of possible contamina- 
tion. 

In the southern pan of the 
state, offidals closed New- 
port Bay Friday after dis- 
covering a sewage leak that 
may have spilled as much as 
eight million litres (two mil- 
lion gallons) of raw sewage. 

Roads remained closed in 
many areas of the srate. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice said the unusual pattern 
of wet weather could con- 
tinue through the next week, 
possibly with some heavy 
downfalls. 

"It is possible, as the week 
progresses that we could get 
anorher system that could 
produce more flooding," said 
Weather Service hydrologist 
Tracy Cox. 

Venture County lost some 
$22.7 million worth of pro- 
duce and Orange County lost 
between 50 and 80 per cent of 
its strawberry crop, according 
to the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture. 
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Message from Morocco 

ON THE EYE of the meeting of the 
Jerusalem Committee, scheduled to meet 
in Morocco today, the Arab World 
appeared to be as divided and weak as 
ever but for the first tim e in a decade the 
Arabs seem to be more aware of their 
. problems. While the peace process prog- 
resses on some fronts its seems to be 
stumbling on others. In Algeria, the 
i political parties have at last met, in 
| Rome, and issued a blueprint for a 
possible national reconciliation. Tension 
is mounting on the Saudi-Yemeni border. 
The Iraqi people, under the regime of 
U.N. sanctions, appear to be destined for 
at least few more months of hardship. 

While Jerusalem, Mecca, Medina, the 
symbols of Islam and past Arab glory, 
are supposed to unite the Muslim iimwia 
they so far have been points of conten- 
tion. On the fate of Jerusalem, which is so 
far being determined only by Israel 
through surrounding the city with even 
more settlements, today’s meeting in 
Rabat can achieve a great deal if it could 
come up with a unified position. Only 
such a stand can, in fact, help Jordan, the 
Palestinians and the rest of Arabs and 
Muslims restore their rights in the Holy 
City and free it from the yoke of Israeli 
occupation. 

Not only that. A unified position on 
such a highly sensitive issue would also 
strengthen the stand of all Arab parties in 
all their negotiations with the Israelis, 
including over refugees, regional security 
and mass-destruction weapons. 

No Arab state today denies Israel’s 
security concerns. But whether it is the 
so-called “Islamic terrorism” or Iran’s 
alleged intention to become a nuclear 
country, that is perceived as the threat to 
stability in the Middle East the real 
danger to peace remains, Israel’s con- 
tinued insistence on keeping Jerusalem as 
its “eternal capital,” as well as its refusal 
to discuss nuclear disarmament, and 
Yitzhak Rabin’s resort from time to time 
to remind us of Israel’s readiness and 
capability to go to war. If the Israelis are 
genuinely interested in comprehensive 
peace then Israel has to warm up and 
understand Arab fears. Israel, by now, 
should have got the message that has been 
coming from Egypt In the past few weeks. 
If it did not, then the conferees in 
Morocco, led by King Hassan, should 
send even a stronger signal, marked, 
above all, by a unified stand. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER in Al Dnstonr praised I he government for 
embarking on measures to mend Jordan's fences with other 
Arab states, stressing the importance of bolstering 
Jordanian- Arab relations m view of the current develop- 
ments in the peace process. Strained relations among Arab 
countries over the past four years have benefited the 
enemies of this nation, especially in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis, said Saleh Al Qallab. Jordan, which adopts a 
moderate policy in its dealings with the Arab World, is now 
taking steps to restore solidarity with the Arab World, and 
is giving the Arab states clear signs about its drive to 
achieve that objective, said Qallab. Referring to the Saudi 
Arabian-Syrian-Egyprian summit last month, the writer 
said Jordan felt that it was directed against Jordan and so it 
sent the foreign minister to Cairo to present Jordan’s 
position on various issues in the Arab World and to find out 
about the chances that still exist for mending fences with 
Egypt first. He said that Jordan is in need of support from 
its Arab sister states and it is hoped that the government 
would open dialogues with other Arab countries as well. 

A WRITER in Al Ra'i drew attention to the plight of the 
local cattle and livestock farmers who. he said, continue to 
pay high prices for imported animal feed but cannot raise 
the price of milk which they sell to the dairy firms. Tareq 
Masarweh said that the government has recently bowed to 
demands by the dairy firms and raised the prices of their 
products because these firms hold a great influence over 
government decisions. Advocating the cause of the local 
farmers, the writer said that since 1990 the farmers have 
been paying increasing prices for fodder imported by the 
Ministry of Supply which responded favourably to the dairy 
firms’ demands and disregarded the farmers' request for 
raisin® the price of locally produced milk. The wnter said 
that the government should not ally itself with the dairy 
firms against the interests of the farmers and should not 
remain hostage to the consumers’ interests alone, without 
being fair to all parties in the equation. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. Jan* 8 ^ 


THE 1996 election for the White House I 
During the past few weeks leading Republicans have 
officially announced the formation of committees to 
explore the feasibility of their presidential aspirations. 

The most significant factors mat have led to this early 
start to the presidential campaigns are the Republicans 
euphoria over their national victory in November of last 
year and the fact that they continue to see the sitting 
Democratic president. Bill Clinton, as politically vulner- 
able. 

Yet despite negative polls, it is far too early to call Mr. 
Clinton a one-term president or to predict an easy 
Republican victory. A realistic assessment of U.S. politics 
makes it dear that the conditions are quite volatile; and 
such an assessment must begin with the situation facing the 
president. 

The November elections solidified a pattern that has 
been evolving in American politics over the last 30 years: a 
movement of white (especially southern whites) male 
voters away from the Democratic party and a deep voter 
alienation from and anger at government. In presidential 
elections, tins trend has led pollsters to observe that the 
Republicans had an “electoral lock” on the southern states, 
and the most recent election saw the phenomenon move 
down into die grass roots at the congressional level. 

Compounding the president’s problems as a Democrat 
are a number of issues that have eroded public confidence 
in his personal leadership. His personal waffling on issues; 
his unique personal problems (which will continue to be 
played out in the courts, in congressional hearings and in 
the press during the next two years); tbe extraordinary and, 
at times, embarrassing and insulting hostility of popular 
television comedians, popular right-wing talk show hosts, 
and leading commentators in the mainstream press — all 
have contributed to making the presidential tenure of Bill 
C lin to n a difficult one. 

Roughly 40 per cent of the Americans still support the 
prresident (about as many as those who voted for nun), bat 
the rest have attitudes, described by one leading analyst as 
ranging from “disappointed and frustrated to hostility and 
contempt.” There is a striking lack of dvflity in our political 
disco ur se: Nixon and Carter and Bush have been victims of 
it. Now Clinton is, too. 

Additionally, the president faces deep divisions within 
Ins own parly. As he moves towards, the centre of 
American political spectrum on one issue, the liberal left 
publicly challenges him for abandoning the “traditional 
base of Democratic party.” And as be moves again towards 
that base on other issues, tbe more conservative members 
of the party attack him by calling him a “minority, 
special-interest politician.” These attacks, not to mention 
countless attacks from Republican sources over the past 
two years, have stuck in the minds of voters, reinforcing the 
image of a “waffling” president. 

Yet a recent peril showed the president's popularity 
higher than it’s been since tbe 1994 election, higher than 
that of Congress (the president had a 47 per cent a pproval 
rating to 31 per cent for Congress). Mr. Clinton’s positive 
rating was also found to be higher than that of the leading 
Republicans , Bob Dole and Newt Gingrich. Bnt the same 
peril found reported that almost two-thirds of all Americans 
predicted that Mr. Clinton will lose when he runs for 
reelection in 1996. 

It is this high negative response that has contributed to 
six Republicans announcing die presidential exploratory 
committees this month. But the road to *96 will be a bumpy 
one for the Republicans as well. 

The Republicans who have tossed their hats into the ring 
so for are:- Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole of Kansas; 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm; Senator - Alien Specter .of 
P ennsyl vania; former treasury secretary and former Ten- 
nessee governor Lamar Alexander; CNN talk” show host 
Fat Buchanan; and Alan Keyes of Maryland who was an 
ap po in tee in the Reagan State Deparment. To those names 


the White House l 

may soon be added those of former vice president Dan 
Quayle and former secretary of housing Jack Kemp. There 
may yet be more (at least four other Republicans have 
expressed some interest in a *96 race), but the d ifficulti es 
facing Republicans are dearly manifest in tins group of 
eight potential candidates. 

While the Republicans in Congress are unified on a few 
basic themes (downsizing government, reforming Congress 
and fiwai conservatism), there is no such unity in the 
national party. Wmnfng congressional elections district by 
d fa flri r* is one thing s but assembling a national majority 
behind one candidate is something else again. 

There are deep divisions among the leaders themselves 
and within the broader Republican consti t uency. Mr. Dole 
and Mr. Gramm have been barely able to contain their 
hostility towards one another. Mr. Dole, as Se nate 
Majority Leader, blocked Mr. Gramm’s move to a position 
on a key Senate committee; and Mr. Gramm shot back by 
challenging the Majority Leader’s conservative credentials. 

Mr. Gramm and Mr. Dote are not the only two potential 
CEfKi tdfltes sniping at one another. As Mr. Gramm and Mr. 
Alexander have moved forward to build strong campaign 
staffs, assembling a who’s who of conservative political 
operatives from around the country, Marilyn Quayle, tire 
wife of and leading political advisor to the former rice 
president (who has been filling in for him at speaking 
engagements while he rec u p era tes from recent surgery) 
publicly derided both by implying that they couldn't “buy 
the election with big-name staffers.” 

Yet there is more to the friction in the Republican party 
than personal rivalries. Abortion, the issue that most 
divided tbe party in 1992 wiH continue to play a large role in 
1996. Mr. Specter and Mr. Kemp are challenging the 
party to be “inclusive” — a code word for not allowing 
socially divisive issues (Including abortion, racial equality 
programmes, homosexual rights and immigration) to stand 
m the way to the Republican party’s effort to become a 
national majority. Meanwhile, Mr. Buchanan and Mr. 
Keyes and Mr. Quayle will base their efforts primarily on 
these social issues, insisting that the party not foil prey to 
“social liberalism.” 

Mr. Kemp recently learned how divisive national Repub- 
lican politics can be. Before the November 1994 elections 
Mr. Kemp travelled to California (fads native state) to urge 
Republicans not to support an anti-immigration resolution 
■that was on tbe state ballot In his speech to the California 
Republicans, he warned that if they passed the controver- 
sial resolution (Propo si tison 187),” Republicans could be 
blamed for the anti- immig rant sen timen t in America.” He 
went on to caution that tbe “Republican party has no 
chance of being a majority party without being the party of 
i mm igra n ts — a party that is inchisionary and not exclu- 
sionary.” But Proposition 187 passed that November, and 
when Mr. Kemp returned to the state to address another 
Republican group Ik was hissed and booed by the audience 
because of his opposition to the resolution. 

Given this personal animosity and division over issues, it 
remains difficult to see how the Republicans will choose a 
candidate who can unify the party in 1996 and on what basis 
that unity will be forged. It was an easy thing to be 
anti-Clinton, anti-Democrat and anti-Washington m 1994, 
but the Republicans now control Congress and their 
challenger to Mir. Clinton must stand for something 
positive in 1996. 

Added to the problems facing both Democrats and 
Republicans is the growing national movement in support 
of third-party candidates. H. Ross Perot, w hile unable to 
build a real institutional presence on the national scene (his 
United We Stand America party is at be£ a personal 
vehicle for Me: ■_ Perot), nevertheless remains a viable 
national troublemaker because of his willingness to spend 
minio ns of dollars to promote himself and to prey off die 
national malaise. Mr. Perot will not only be a factor in 
1996, but others may decide to nm once a pm for 


^Reverend Jesse Jackson of the National Bmnbow Coabr 
tion has been speculating about the probability ot a 
third-party ran for the presidency. He has organist fos 
supporters in New Hampshire and Iowa in case he dequ es 
to challenge President Clinton in the De mocra tic primar- 
ies, but many of his supporters are urging him to leave the 
Democratic party’s and forge an independent movement. 
In the past. Rev. Jackson has mobilised African- Amencan 
and liberal voters,- winning as much as 25 per cent of the 
Democratic vote. Whether he can raise tbe funds to mount 
widespread national campaign remains to be 


seen — but# he does he conkl peel off as many Democratic, 
votes as Mr. Perot would peel off Republican votes and 
make the election a truly confusing picture. 

There are also other “third” (or fourth or fifth) party 
efforts being discussed. One of die most intriguing possibi-. 
tides involves the former chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff, Colin FOweO. What is intere s tin g about Mr. Powell is- 
not only that there is anational “draft Powell” effort, 
underway that now boasts of an organisation in 33 states or 
thaf his candidacy is being touted former senator and 
presidential ca nd i d a te Paul Tsongas, but that Mr. Powell 
himself is such an enigma. Polls show that Mr. Powell could 
easily defeat President Clinton in a two-way to three-way 
race (he is tbe only candidate who would easily defeat 
Clinton). BoDs also show extremely high popularity for the 
former general, among ail segments of the population — - 
liberal and conservative, rich and poor. But what is most 
disturbing is that voters polled also display total ignorance 
of the issue stances or policy orientation of the man. 

> It appears that voters know who they don’t like — that is, 
any ptuitidan who they know (or who they have formed a 
picture of through media exposure). But the candidates 
they like best is the one they know very little about. Mr. 
Powell appears to strong and quiet (bis African-American ' 
descent apparently is not viewed negatively). But voters 
cannot identify his position on economic, political or social- 
issues — primarily because since his retirement Mr. Powefl- 
has been most drcomspect in his pronouncements on the - 
issues of the day. 

What if be were to end the speculation of tbe press and 
announce fads inte n t i on to nm? Could his public image 
withstand press scnitiixy? Woald his popularity remain high 
once he was defined? Or be be able to articulate and define 
himself in suffideiitiy ambiguous terms to be able to maintain 
his pre-exposure apepal to all segments of the political 
spectrum? 

In Mr. Powell’s current appeal one sees dearly the' 
dfiemma of U.S. politics today. Voters are alienated from 
politics and see the political system as not working. They 
are tired of the endless debates and the one-upsmanship of 
politics as usuaL Our politics today are the politics of 
sensationalist “tabloids” and argumentrve and noisy talk 
shows (of which CNN's “Crossfire” is the archetype). Hie 
yearning for a strong, quiet leader who can be whatever 
and whomever yon want him to be bordeo on a ent- 
wonfadp fantasy. But that is what the press and politicians 
have created. 

The challenge facing the two major parties is to change 
this game or realise mat they will face more and not less 
confusion in U.S. national pohtics. 

In any case, the race for *96 has begun. And in this race, 
tbe president and his defeated and divided party are facing 
victorious but equally divided Republican party. With a 
solid 40 percent to 45 per cent electoral base, the president 
can win a three-way race. If it is a four way race, the picture 
is quite confused. 

Hie key to remember is, that between now and Novem- 
ber of 1996, the press and Unpolitical parties wiU focus 
even more on tbe election?. AM issues, both domestic; and . 
foreign, wfll be examined to see what stances play best with 
the voters ana the press in the all-important r un for the ■ 
White House. 


Russia can’t enter the future by turning to the past 


By Yegor Gaidar 

MOSCOW — The bloody 
debacle unfolding in 
Chechenya is not a sur- 
prise. It is the inevitable 
result of a general switch of 
Russian policy, evident 
from the beginning of 1994, 
back towards an imperial 
mentality and towards the 
so-called “strengthening of 
the state.” 

I resigned as first deputy 
prime minister at the start 
of 1994 precisely because I 
had failed to convince Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin that 
such a course would lead to 
disaster. He folly rejected 
my advice that only a firm 
and coherent commitment 
to market reforms could 
lead to a revival of econo- 
mic growth and stability 
that would enable demo- 
cracy to take hold over the 
long run. 

Instead he took tbe 
opposite course throughout 
1994. Economic stabilisa- 
tion efforts were cut short, 
the government took a 
more repressive stand on 
the domestic scene, and in 
foreign policy Russia 
moved away from the 
Western democracies and 
became more aggressive in 
dealing with neighbours in 
the “near abroad.” 

The Dec. 6 summit in 
Budapest of the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (OSCE), 
at which Mr. Yeltsin un- 
leashed worries by speak- 
ing of a “cold peace,” was a 
severe defeat for the adv- 
ances that Russian foreign 
policy had made in recent 
years. 

I am not aware of all the 
internal details of this turn 
of events during 1994. But 
having been in that situa- 
tion before, I can imagine 
bow various advisers in- 
sisted in their conversations 
with the president that 
“libera! traditions don't 
have roots in Russia” and 
that “it is high time to 
establish order and put 
your foot down." 

The relative victory of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky - in 
the last elections gave 
added force to the argu- 
ment that such reasoning 
accorded with Russian put> 



lie opinion. 

Apparently, there was no 
one left in his circle to warn 
the president that when 
someone in Russia talks in 
a trembling voice about 
“strengthening the state,” 
it usually leads to a bloody 
mess, especially when it 
means that the government 
derides to resolve compli- 
cated and delicate ethnic' 
problems by force. Now 
these same advisers make 
helpless gestures and ex- 
claim that they didn't in- 
tend events to unfold as 
they have. 

If my experience is any 
guide, the mechanism to 
shield those responsible 
then becomes engaged out 
of fear of the consequences 
of their actions. Usually 
that means trying to cover 
fap the mistakes of the first 
venture by diverting atten- 
tion with an even bigger 
one. In the days and weeks 
ahead, we must be very 


wary of what is to come on 
this score. 

This whole dynamic has 
led Mr. Yeltsin to commit 
ever more tragic mistakes, 
which together now present 
a major threat to my coun- 
try. I have already said 
publicly that the danger of 
a military coup cannot be 
ruled out. 

The combat in 
Chechenya is, first of all. a 
major blow to the hard- 
held unity of Russia. Only 
six months ago, one could 
say that all talk about dis- 
solution of the Federation 
was irresponsible specula- 
tion by those who under- 
stood little. Today this 
menace has become se- 
rious. 

Everybody understands 
that the government won’t 
be able to undertake milit- 
ary action everywhere trou- 
ble pops up. The array has 
shown in Grozny that it is 
not very well prepared and 


organised. That means that 
the central authorities are 
discredited. Faith in them 
has been undermined, and 
people look upon them as 
unreliable, unpredictable 
and dishonest. 

Internationally, Russia is 
now looked upon with dis- 
trust because its direction 
and intentions are un- 
known. 

If the president continues 
to deepen his misadventure 
by pursuing the policy of 
sealing the Chechen issue 
by force, Grozny will cer- 
tainly fall, but with un- 
acceptably large numbers 
of casualties. And after 
that only one- thing j$ cer- 
tain: a long-term guerrilla 
war, or at least a terrorist 
conflict, all paid for with 
the lives of our hapless 
young men. 

While it is unlikely that 
an Islamic front will form 
against Russia, we can be 
sure that we will suffer vio- 


lent hostility from within 
the Federation — not only 
from Chechenya but also 
from Ingushetia and the 
Chechen part of Dagestan. 

Tbe key to stopping this 
disaster from blowing up 
further is. folly within the 
hands of President Yeltsin . 
and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. This is true 
not only according to Rus- 
sian constitution but also.in 
the actual balance of poli- 
tical forces in the country. 

I know they fear that, if 
we leave Chechenya now. 

■ Russia will disintegrate as 
tbe Soviet Union did. But 
they should ask themselves 
why did this not happen 
before. ,De facto, 
Chechenya became inde- 
pendent back m the au- 
tumn of 1991, when we still 
had a Soviet president. De- 
spite the secessionist dec- 
larations, Russia did not 
disintegrate in the interven- 


ing years, but became mor- 
re unified and strong. So 
why suddenly bomb 
Chechenya now, in 1995? 
What changed? 

One excuse for waging 
war now is that the crime 
problem emanating from 
networks in Chechenya has 
got out of control. True, 
there is such a problem. 
But should be resolved by 
the ordinary means em- 
ployed against criminals 
elsewhere. "If we were to 
follow the logic of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s advisers on this 
score, we would have to 
start bombing a host of 
Moscow suburbs where 
there are Mafia-type con^ 
centratkms far more thre4 
atening to the daily life of 
ordinary Russians. 

Certainly it is harder to 
get out of Chechenya now 
then it was beforee Dec. 
16, when the chances for a 
peaceful resolution were 
irresponsibly squandered 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
Nikolai Yegorov, who was 
assigned to the negotia- 
tions. . 

Still, from the standpoint 
of Russia's overall in- 
terests, negotiations will 
yield better results than any 
resolution -of the Chechen 
conflict that could possibly 
emerge from continued use 
of force. 

Simply,, there are other 
ways to rtfamk about the 
problem. Is Britain about 
to disintegrate because of 
its negotiations with the 
ERA? WiU China disinte- 
grate because is has not 
conquered Taiwan? 

Like many other Rus- 
sians. I can only hope that 
Mr. Yeltsin will see, as a 
result of this disaster, that, 
the old methods cannot be 
applied to the new world; 
that Russia's future cannot, 
be secured by a return to 
the habits of the past 

The way to begin chang- 
ing course is by ridding 
himself of those advisers in 
the. Defence Ministry and 
the National Security, 
Council who pushed him- 
. beyond his. better instincts. 

7^is comment was trans- 
lated by Genrikh Borovik, 
for New Perspectives 
Quarterly. 
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Arbor Day symbolises hope 

(Continued from page 1) 


selected as a symbol for 
peace and a step towards 
comprehensive agricultural 
and- economic development 
of the Wadi Araba region. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said that the 
Ministry of Agriculture distri- 
buted nearly half a million 


olive saplings and 300,000 
other fruit saplings this year, 
in addition to seven million 
forest trees to be planted 
during this agricultural sea- 
son by organisations, indi- 
viduals, schools, farmers and 
institutions. 


House assails U.N. move 


(Continued from page 1) 

form a technical committee 
to study the farmers' de- 
mands in order to reach a 
derision that would “do jus- 
tice to both producers and 
consumers.” 

The committee also recom- 
mended that the farmers' 
debts to the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation be paid in 
accordance with a schedule 
that would take into account 


the harvesting seasons of 
crops. 

The House, which will hold 
its next meeting Wednesday, 
also referred to its Judicial 
Committee a draft law on the 
establishment of a union for 
artists and a draft law on 
insurance, which was sent 
back to the House by the 
Upper House of Parliament 
after amending it. 


Saudis, Yemenis in standoff 


(Continued Grom page 1) 


tween Sanaa and Riyadh, 
“Yemeni soldiers recovered 
part of the disputed sector, 
but the Saudis are demanding 
that the troops withdraw be- 
fore continuing talks with- 
Sanaa.” 

Tension has remained high 
between the -two countries, 
whose relations deteriorated 
during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
crisis when Riyadh accused 
Sanaa of backing Baghdad. 

Yemen claims sovereignty 
over three provinces — Na- 
jran, Jizan and Assir — 
assigned to the Saudi king- 
dom under a treaty signed in 
1934. Sanaa argues that the 
treaty expired in September 
1992 and is opposed to re- 


newing it. 

Official Yemeni sources 
said on Sunday the departure 
for Riyadh by a high-level 
delegation led by Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Sheikh Abdul- 
lah Ben Hussein A1 Ahmar, 
which was due on Saturday, 
had been delayed at Saudi 
Arabia's request. 

The delay m the visit by the 
delegation, supposed to pave 
the way for a reconciliation 
trip to Saudi Arabia by Presi- 
dent Saleh, was the second in 
less than a week. The delega- 
tion was to have left on 
Wednesday. 

“The visit is still on. It is 
only a question of when,” 
another official source said. 


Rocket hits settler house 

(Continued from page 1) 


accidentally daring a training 
exercise at a nearby base, but 
after preliminary inquiries 
believed that -unknown 
assailants bad staged a 
dramatic attack. 

Tensions were running 
high in the city after soldiers 
on Saturday used tear-gas to 
halt clashes. Trouble erupted 
, after settlers tried to force 
. Arab shopkeepers to close to 
Observe the Jewish holy day. 

* A Palestinian wounded 
two settlers on the edge of 
Hebron on Thursday. 

; 'Hebron, home to about ' 
; 400 Jewish settlers among' 

; more than 110,000 Arabs, is a 
I flashpoint of violence. It has 
'been especially tense since 
-last February when a settler 
shot dead more than 30 
Palestinian worshippers in a 
mosque. 

In Nablus, Israeli troops 
fired teargas at Palestinians 
who were hurting stones at 
them on Sunday. No injuries 
were reported. 


Joint crime ring 

Israeli soldiers, a Palesti- 
nian policeman and Israeli 
crooks joined forces in a car 
theft scam, the authorities 
said Sunday. 

Israeli police stumbled on 
the ring when they halted a 
suspect car at a road block 
near the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. 

Two soldiers and a leading 
underworld figure were 
arrested several weeks ago 
and revealed how the gang 
operated. 

A car thief in Beersheva, 
southern Israel, would tell 
soldiers where he had parked 
stolen vehicles. They would 
drive them through the bor- 
der crossing into Gaza and 
the Palestinian policeman 
would take care of them from 
there. 

The soldiers were paid 
$300 per car. 

Hundreds of vehicles went 
through the system, police 
said. 


Chechens fend off Russians 


(Continued from page 1) 

buildings on the square. 
Room by room we fought the 
Russians. We captured about 
30 prisoners. There “were 
Russian-, marines fighting in 
some of the buildings," he 
said. 

As be spoke, sporadic artil- 
lery fire rocked a dty which is 
already strewn with rubble 
from fighting that has caused 
the deaths of hundreds of 
Russian soldiers and 
Chechen fighters and civi- 
lians. 

Witnesses said five people 
were lolled on Sunday morn- 
ing when a mortar bomb or 
artillery shell slammed into a 
five-storey building in Groz- 
ny’s South Square area. 

The bodies of two of the 
victims, middle-aged men in 
civilian clothes with head 
wounds, were laid out on the 
concrete floor of a commun- 
ity centre. 

At Mozdok air base in 
southern Russia from where 
Moscow is launching its op- 
eration, Russian officers ack- 
nowledged they were meet- 
ing tough resistance from 
Chechen independence fight- 
ers. 

“It seems that those who 
remain in the presidential 
palace are determined to die 
there,” an officer who de- 
clined to be identified told a 
Reuter correspondent 

On Sunday, Russian air- 
craft bombed several villages 
outside Grozny, including 
Chali, 30 kilometres south- 
east and Chiri-Yurt, . 30 
kilometres to the south. But 
witnesses to the attack could 
not say if there were casual- 
ties. 

At the Russian base-, of 
Tolstoi Yurt. 20 kilometres 
north of Grozny, a Russian 
defence ministry spokesman 
said the Russian forces had 
completely surrounded the 
presidential palace. 

The spokesman, Andrei 
Antonov, said the Russian 
military had also encircled 


Grozny itself, including its 
lifeline road to the south. 

He said that the Russian 
forces were winning control 
of buildings around the 
palace, one by one, and that 
Ihe Chechen defenders were 
down to five tanks, eight 
armoured troop carriers. 15 
cannons and eight rocket- 
launchers. 

In Moscow, the govern- 
ment’s official press service 
said; “It was decided to con- 
tinue combat 'operations on 
Sunday to seize central Groz- 
ny, to block, to disengage 
and to disarm illegal armed 
forces.” . 

It acknowledged that air 
strikes were being made 
against “separate targets." 

Sunday’s raids were dearly 
aimed at terrorising the local 
.populations which are sure 
Moscow aims at destroying 
them in order to keep its grip 
on the tiny Caucasian repub- 
lic. 

Many Chechens are quick 
to compare their plight with 
the siege of Stalingrad, now 
called Volgograd, which was 
flattened by Hitler’s armies in 
1942 and 1943 but became a 
proud symbol of resistance to 
the Nazis. 

Military experts say that, 
just Hke Stalingrad, the cap- 
ture of a dty like Grozny is 
impossible without a heavy 
loss of life and massive re- 
sources. Before the war 
started a mouth ago, the dty 
had a population of 400,000. 

The Russian military seems 
reluctant to send its infantry 
into a final pitched battle for 
Grozny. 

The latest assault by the 
Russians, which started on 
Thursday, is the third in the 
war, winch started on Dec. 11 
when Russian troops rolled 
into Chechen ya to crush its 
three-year-old drive to 
secede from Russia. 

The Chechens have made a 
mockery erf the Russian array 
which, for all its inefficiency, 
— « biggest m 

the world. 



King Ronald Mutebi wears his crown in Kampala, Uganda: Tribal power reasserts itself in Africa 


A map does not a nation make 

Redrawing Africa’s borders will do nothing to 
solve the continent’s problems, says Richard Dowden 


THE SEARCH for ihe 
cause of Africa's woes — 
and an appropriate re- 
sponse to them — is be- 
coming increasingly a non- 
debate between two groups 
of fantasists. On the one 
side stand the economic 
doctors from the World 
Bank and the international 
Monetary Fund who repeat 
the endless mantras that 
their medicine is working 
and things will get better! 
Behind them stand the 
Western governments who 
control them, calling for 
“good governance” and 
“sustained economic 
adjustment.” pausing only 
to wring their hands at yet 
another disaster. 

On the other side is an 
alliance between unrecon- 
structed Marxist 
academics, many of them 
Africans living in exile, and 
the politically correct here 
who want to believe that 
Africa would have been a 
paradise if it had not been 
for European intervention. 
Their solution is for the 
West to pay billions of 
pounds of “compensation” 
for slavery, imperialism 
and economic exploitation. 
The two groups live in their 
own fantasy worlds and do 
not talk to each other. 

Africans living in Africa 
will change and perhaps 
save Africa. But they could 
be greatly helped by outsid- 
ers were it nor for this 
polarisation of the debate 
— in which both sides are 
far removed from Africa’s 
realities. 

Take, for example, their 
analyses of the supposed 
cause of political instabil- 
ity: Africa's borders. The 
accepted view among 
Western politicians is tha“t 
it is the inevitable consequ- 
ence of tribalism. The other 
side blames the borders 
that were drawn by the 
imperial European powers. 
Several leading African 
thinkers, including Profes- 
sor Ali Mazrui of Kenya 
and Wole Soyinka, the 
Nigerian Nobel prize- 
winning playwright, have 
recently called for them to 
be redrawn. 

In fact, daft and disrup- 
tive as they were, these 
boundaries have rareiv 


been the source of war or 
political instability in Afri- 
ca. Since independence 30 
years ago. African heads of 
state have agreed that the 
borders are inviolable and 
would not be challenged. 
By and large they have 
kept that agreement. Apart 
from Somalia's invasion of 
Ethiopia in 1977 and Tan- 
zania's invasion of Uganda 
in 1979. Africa's wars have 
not been between states or 
about borders. TTiey have 
been internal conflicts. 

The question is: would 
Africa be any more stable if 
the borders were redrawn? 
But that raises the question 
of what Africa was like 
before the Europeans came 
and what it would be like 
had there been no imperial 
intervention. 

In the mid-19th century. 
Africa- contained between 
6.000 and 10,000 political 
units, usually kingdoms, 
based on linguistic, cultural '' 
or ethnic groups. In only a 
few cases were there 
permanent institutions that 
survived the death of the 
ruler. Most cannot be cal- 
led states, and they were in 
a constant flux of conquest 
and absorption, domina- 
tion and disintegration. 

It is hard to see how, 
within 100 years, thousands 
of such societies would 
have evolved any more 
peacefully into modern 
states. 

The centralised nation- 
states bequeathed to Africa 
by Europe are now under 
pressure from above and 
below. From above, the 
West has imposed radical 
economic changes on Afri- 
can states. Their currencies 
have been floated and the 
urban elite — the profes- 
sionals on whom any stare 
depends — have been im- 
poverished by the subse- 
quent collapse in their 
salaries. State enterprises, 
sources of almost endless 
political patronage that 
brought some stability, 
have been sold or closed 
down. The boss can no 
longer use the glue of state 
patronage to keep a nation 
together. 

Meanwhile, as a new 
generation becomes disillu- 
sioned with a failing politic- 


al system, there are calls 
for democracy and free- 
dom. Shorn of any ideology 
or meaningful national ral- 
lying cry, they tend to forge 
alliances on ethnic or re- 
gional grounds. The reem- 
ergence of these ethnic 
alliances is threatening to 
tear Africa to pieces as 
Somalia and Liberia have 
been destroyed. But does 
that mean that the state 
boundaries should be red- 
rawn. taking account of 
these atavistic ethnic divi- 
sions? 

There have been two 
cases recently where new 
states have been carved out 
of the independence 
boundaries. One is Eritrea 

— a country whose sole 
historical claim to state- 
hood was based on its once 
having been an Italian col- 
ony. Far from resurrecting 
an ancient African state or 
kingdom, Eritrea was pure- 
ly colonial in its origins. 

The second is Somalia, 
where the nonhem dans 
recreated Somaliland, 
another colonial border. 
Somalia is also the only 
country in Africa with a 
single ethnic group, cul- 
ture. language and religion. 
The examples of neither 
Somalia nor Eritrea suggest 
that a redrawing of Africa’s 
boundaries is a solution. 

Wars elsewhere in Africa 

— in Uganda. Angola and 
Liberia, for example — 
have not been caused by 
secessionist movements; 
they are the result of 
winner-takes-all politics 
whereby an ethnic group 
that failed to win an elec- 
tion and felt excluded, 
waged war to bring down 
the winner Zaire, there has 
recently been a secessionist 
movement in the south, but 
it seems to derive from 
personal hatred for Presi- 
dent Mobutu, not from a 
genuine desire to be a sepa- 
rate state. A similar hatred 
for the Thatcher govern- 
ment resulted in the sudden 
rise in support for Scottish 
independence in the late 
Eighties. 

In Rwanda and Burundi, 
the Hutus and Tutsis have 
never inhabited separate 
territories, so boundary 
redrawing is irrelevant. 


They lived on the same 
hills, in the same com- 
munes — which is why civil 
war turned into genocide. 
War in such circumstances 
is not about defending 
territory but about remov- 
ing the other people com- 
pletely — extermination. 
In this. Rwanda and 
Burundi are unique in Afri- 
ca; nowhere else do two 
peoples live locked into the 
same society and land. 

The idea that a group of 
wise men can solve Africa's 
wars by wandering around 
the continent with maps 
and pencils and shifting a 
few boundary markers is as 
ludicrous as it sounds. 

What may happen, in 
fact, is that the boundaries 
simply melt. As the stale 
weakens in Africa, power- 
ful barons are emerging 
who command - the alle- 
giance of their regional or 
ethnic group. In some areas 
it is the traditional rulers 
who are reemerging. Far 
from being swept away by 
the march of (Western) 
progress, these families 
have begun reassert- 
ing themselves. Their sons 
and daughters, educated as 
accountants, lawyers and 
businessmen, are bringing 
together the old and "the 
modern and forming new 
networks of power and in- 
fluence. 

In Uganda, the recently 
reestablished court of the 
Kabaka is resurfacing as a 
political power base. In 
Nigeria, the Obas and 
Emirs and other local 
kings, always discreetly 
powerful, are now becom- 
ing more open and public 
in their exercise of influ- 
ence. In South Africa, fol- 
lowing the restoration of 
power to the Zulu king, 
there are a host of other 
kings and chiefs stretching 
their political muscles. 

The problem of these in- 
formal stares is that too 
often they depend on a 
single man. Because of the 
nature of the extended 
African family, when a 
man dies scores and some- 
times hundreds of relatives 
descend for their cut — and 
are paid off. It is ex- 
ceedingly difficult for a 
financial empire — or a 


political one — to be hand- 
ed down to a single succes- 
sor. In some African king- 
doms, the death of the king 
was followed by chaos in 
which the potential succes- 
sors fought each other until 
one killed or drove out all 
his rivals. 

Central governments will 
have to deal with these new 
power bases. They may 
fight them or they may 
establish written or unwrit- 
ten agreements with them, 
but in a few year’s time, 
when a stranger travels 
through Zaire, for exam- 
ple. he may need not only a 
visa from central govern- 
ment. but he will also need 
the blessing of the local 
chief, warlord or king. A 
company that wishes to do 
business in Africa will pay 
tax not only to the central 
government burto'the local 
chief as well. It will be 
messy and complicated but 
in many places it is already 
happening. Only com- 
panies who know how the 
system works, modelling 
themselves on Tiny Row- 
land's Lonrho. wiU be able 
to operate there. 

Without investment, eco- 
nomic development will 
have to emerge from with- 
in. This may not be the 
obstacle it sounds, since 
many of the families who 
are carving out empires for 
themselves in Africa are 
very rich indeed. At pre- 
sent, however, they prefer 
to put their money in banks 
in Europe because of insta- 
bility at home. The stability 
they might themselves pro- 
vide could induce them to 
bring back some of their 
funds as local investment. 

Alongside these new 
power bases, trading pat- 
terns are developing which 
appear the on no World 
Bank statistic. Some are 
old routes suppressed by 
the imperial borders, 
others are new; but Afri- 
ca's hidden market makes 
the continent far richer 
than the official figures sug- 
gest. 

Many of these new infor- 
mal states and trading 
routes cross the state 
boundaries. How will rhai 
affect them? Sierra Leone, 
for example, might have 


ambassadors posted 
throughout the world, even 
though the government in 
fact controls little more 
than Freetown. It could 
also be that when one cros- 
ses the border from Sierra 
Leone imo Guinea, there 
would be a man with a 
stamp who checks your 
passport and takes money. 
Whether that money goes 
into his own pocket, or to a 
local baron, or to the cen- 
tral government, woud de- 
pend on local political cir- 
cumstances. With other 
countries, the borders may 
simply melt away as new 
trading and travelling 
routes ma ke them 
irrelevant. 

This certainly seems the 
most likely outcome in 
West Africa, where Liberia 
and Sierra Leone have 
. already evolved along these 
lines. Cameroon and Togo 
are wairing’ro go the same 
way and there are similar 
rumblings in Nigeria and 
Ghana. “Only the national 
armies are preventing this. 
But as states become poor- 
er and weaker, the loyalties 
of national armies are 
thrown into doubt. They, 
too. may find other alle- 
giances. either as a unit or 
fragmented. 

In East Africa the condi- 
tions exist for a similar 
evolution, depending on 
what happens in Kenya. 
The exception, for the mo- 
ment, is southern Africa as 
long as South Africa re- 
mains strong, single and 
stable. If it does, it will 
establish a political econo- 
mic and military hegemony- 
in the region and may even 
extend its influence as far 
as southern Zaire. 

In the rest of the conti- 
nent, though, the nation- 
state may be in terminal 
decline. New networks of 
power and wealth are 
emerging. These new net- 
works. growing out of the 
ruins, may have deeper 
foundations and may create 
more truly indigenous 
structures than the imperial 
heritage. They are the 
realities outsiders must rec- 
ognise and respond to. 

The Independent 


Sawt A1 Shaab firing sparks row 


(Continued from page 12) 
the conflict and he offered 
Mr. Tarawneh the chance to 
resign in order to “save his 
face." 

He added that Mr. Taraw- 
neh refused to take a leave of 
absence he had offered him. 
Accordingly, Mr. Majali said 
he took the decision to fire 
Mr. Tarawneh with the back- 
ing of all 11 members of the 
board. 

Mr. Majali rejected 
charges he was interfering in 
the editorial policy of the 
paper. But Mr. Tarawneh re- 
ferred to specific incidents 
when he refused to run arti- 
cles under the signature of 
“the editor” at the request of 
Majali, such as an article 
criticising former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
The article was finally printed 
under the by-line of "the 
editorial consultant,” whose 
growing influence at the pap- 
er, according to one journal- 
ist, “is becoming alarming-” 
Mr. Tarawneh admitted 


that he refused to draft a new 
organisational structure for 
the newspaper but said his 
derision was based on his 
refusal to terminate the ser- 
vices of journalists, which he 
said was the goal of the re- 
quest for reorganisation. 

He said he refused the 
leave of absence Mr. Majali 
offered him because that 
would have allowed the 
chairman and the editorial 
consultant to run the articles 
they wanted in the days be- 
fore the announcement of the 
new cabinet while he was still 
the editor of the paper. 

“I did not mind praising 
the previous government. 
But I did mind unfair critic- 
ism of Jordanian poi<iic«i 
personalines,: he said. 

Mr. Tarawneh said the 
board of directors entrusted 
Mr. Majali with solving the 
problem through reconcilia- 
tion and not by firing him, 
adding that some members of 
the board oppose his dismis- 
sal. 


“Members of the board did 
not even meet with me io 
listen to my point of view. 
For that I blame them," said 
Mr. Tarawneh. who in the 
past worked as chief editor of 
AJ Dustour Arabic daily, and 
most recently as adviser at 
the Ministry of Information. 

A member of the board, 
Quteibeh Abu Qura, de- 
clined comment on the issue 
and others were not available 
for comment Sunday. 

One journalist at the news- 
paper who requested anony- 
mity said the journalists were 
upset about the way in which 
Mr. Tarawneh was fired. 
“Editors should not be tre- 
ated that way," he said. 

But he said Mr. Tarawneh 
should have cooperated in 
drawing up a new organisa- 
tional structure which he 
could have presented in a 
way that would have im- 
proved the working condi- 
tions of the journalists with- 
out succumbing to demands 
for terminating the services 


of any member of the staff. 

“That would have put the 
bail in the management's 
court." he said. The journal- 
ist conceded that the per- 
formance of the paper was 
declining but attributed that 
to the “frustrating" condi- 
tions in which journalists 
work. 

“We informed the chair- 
man in a meeting that we 
were not going to work prop- 
erly in the conditions that 
prevail at the paper. You 
cannot pay a journalist JD 
150 a month and expect him 
to work with his full poten- 
tial,” he said. 

The journalist spoke of a 
general frustration among the 
staff for the failure of the 
management to redress their 
situation, blaming that more 
than any other reason, for the 
apparent decline in the per- 
formance of the newspaper. 

Bui Mr. Majali said the 
paper would get a new lease 
of life now that it has 
obtained permission from the 
Ministry of Trade and Indus- 
try to seek JD 5 million of 
new investment in the paper. 


U.N. completes Mogadishu move 


(Continued from page 12) 
The gunmen then barricaded 
the office. 

Gvilian staff were being 
withdrawn from the main 
U.N. compound in Moga- 
dishu on Sunday and pulled 
back to the southern com- 
pound and the nearby airport 
and seaport. 

The U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) has 
sacked about 600 of its 2,500 
Somali employees and is pre- 
paring to lay off others in line 
with its plan to withdraw 
from the Horn of Africa 
country by the end of March. 

The sackings have raised 
panic among Somalis and 
many former employees are 
scrambling to register claims 
for what they say is money 
owed to them by UNOSOM. 

All aid agencies in the 
capital suspended non- 
emergency operations .last 
week to press for the release 
of a French aid worker kid- 
napped by gunmen on the 
road to Mogadishu airport on 


Dec. 17. 

Diplomats expect full-scale 
war to break out between 
rival factions in Mogadishu 
after the U.N. pullout, with 
each trying to grab what they 
can of abandoned U.N. 
equipment. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi said or. 
Saturday a battle for the main 
U.N. compound loomed. 
The port would close unless a 
committee of clans was put in 
charge of it, he said. 

He said the departure of 
U.N. troops might prompt all 
foreign aid workers to leave, 
resulting in a famine similar 
to that of 1991 and 1992. 

At least 300.000 people 
died in the famine that fol- 
lowed a complete collapse of 
authority in Somalia after 
president Mohammad Siad 
Barre was toppled early in 
1991. 

A U.S.-led U.N. force in 
1992 moved in to curb anar- 
chy and support the relief 
effort but the Americans 
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Kuwait plans big cut in ’95/’96 deficit Clinton urges U.S. companies 
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KUWAIT (R) - Kuwait 
plans to slash a Gulf war- 
inflated budget deficit by a 
third to one billion dinars 
($3.34 billion ) in 1995/96. Fi- 
nance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla A I Rodhan said in 
remarks published Sunday. 

A1 Watan newspaper re- 
ported: "Rodhan said in a 
statement to Watan that the 
deficit in the general state 
budget in 1995/96 fiscal year 
would fall by 500 million di- 
nars (SI. 67 billion) to an ex- 
pected deficit of one billion 
dinars 1S3.34 billion).” 

Sheikh Rodhan said the cut 
for the year starting on Jub- j 
would be the result both 'of 
public spending reductions 
and revenue increases. He 


gave no details of these mea- 
sures. 

The 1995/95 budget would 
be submitted to the cabinet 
within two weeks, he said. 

The proposals will later be 
submitted for debate to the 
opposition-dominated parlia- 
ment, which must approve 
the budget. 

Officials, worried by a de- 
ficit that has ballooned due to 
the war in which a U.S.-led 
alliance ejected Iraq from the 
emirate, have said that next 
year they will cut spending in 
a several sectors and reduce 
subsidies on petrol and ser- 
vices Such as water and elec- 
tricity. 

They also plan to increase 


customs levies and introduce 
telephone charges for domes- 
tic calls, which -ire now free. 

Neighbouring Saudi Ara- 
bia this month announced 
similar measures for 1995 to 
curb its own budget shortfall. 

Sheikh Rodhan said the 
budget cut would be in line 
with the government's plan to 
eliminate the deficit, now 
equivalent almost to a quar- 
ter of gross domestic product. 

by the year 2000. 

The 1994/95 budget pro- 
jects 4.14 billion dinars 
(S13.2 billion) in spending 
and 2.637 billion (SI 3.2 bil- 
lion) in revenue, with a net 
shortfall of 1.502 billion di- 
nars (S5.0 bilfion). 


The government in 1993/94 
overshot its spending by 15 

per cent, largely because of 

extra m«litar> r expenses. leav- 
ing an estimated net deficit of 
1.77 dinars biiiion dinars 
IS5.9 billion). 

Sheikh Rodhan in Novem- 
ber ordered a 25 per cent cut 
in 1994/95 non-oil construc- 
tion and maintenance pro- 
jects and miscellaneous ex- 
penses to cope with unplan- 
ned expenditure on military 
support from allies during a 
border confrontation with 
Iraq in October. 

In practice the cut was 

achieved largely by deferring 

projects not yet signed, offi- 
cials said. 


to tap into Central Europe 

CLEVELAND (R) — Presi- save the' president a forum to other U-S. programmes will 


Inflation risks in U.S. remain despite ’94 data 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Inflation remained under 
control through the end of 
1994, but some economists 
warn that it could be reig- 
nited in 1995 if the economic 
boom continues and low un- 
employment builds pressure 
on wages. 

The Labour Department 
reported Wednesday that the 
2.7 per cent inflation rate in 
1994 was the same as in the 
previous year and the best 
figures since the 1960s. 

The December price index 
was up a modest 0.2 per cent, 
lower than expected by most 
analysts. 

The latest figures sparked 
renewed debate as to 
whether the Federal Reserve 
(Fed), which raised interest 
rates six times last year, 
should boost them again to 
avoid any overheating of the 
economy. 

Some economists maintain 
that dangers persist with a 
rapidly growing economy. 


Egypt, Iran 
to boost ties 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and 
iran are planning joint in- 
dustrial projects as part of 
moves to bolster economic 
ties, the Egyptian industry 
ministry said Sunday. Iranian 
industry officials who arrived 
in Cairo Friday discussed 
joint projects wi'th Egyptian 
Industry Minister Ibrahim 
Fawzi. a ministry spokesman 
told AFP. Spokesman 
Mohammad Al Bahnassi said 
the projects — notably in 
iron and steel and the car 
industry — would be fi- 
nanced by the Saudi-based 
Islamic Development Bank. 
The Iranian officials also 
asked to take part in the 
Cairo International Fair in 
March. Mr. Bahnassi said. 

The Egyptian sugar com- 
pany recently signed a con- 
tract to provide industrial 
equipment for five sugar re- 
fineries in Iran. Mr. Bahnassi 
2dded. Egypt agreed in 
November to repay S149 bil- 
lion of debt to Iran dating 
from the rule of the shah in 
the form of industrial equip- 
ment. 

Egypt and Iran broke off 
diplomatic ties after Iran's 
Islamic revolution in 1979. 


Peanuts 


and suggest that the Fed will 
be pushed into tightening cre- 
dit to avert runaway infla- 
tion. 

The central bank is widely 
expected to tighten credit at 
the Jan. 31 meeting of its 
policymaking Federal Open 
Market Committee. 

“There was acceleration in 
1994. and we expect to see 
more of it.” said University 
of Georgia economist Donald 
Ratajczak. 

“The Federal Reserve is 
slowing the rate of increase, 
but it probably needs to do a 
little more.*' Mr. Ratajczak 
said. 

“Although this was a 
favourable report, I don't 
think the risks for an accel- 
eration of inflation in 1995 
have altered much,” said 
Mike Moran, chief economist 
for Daiwa Securities Amer- 
ica. “Given the economic 
performance, the Fed cannot 
relax.” 

Other economists maintain 


however that the Fed has 
overreacted to inflation and 
may be choking off economic 
growth by ratcheting up in- 
terest rates. 

“Inflation continues to be 
more moderate than the 
Federal Reserve's attitude to- 
ward it," said Ron Schreib- 
man of the National Associa- 
tion of Wholesale Distribu- 
tors. 

Some business leaders 
argue that the globalisation 
of the economy has increased 
competition and forced U.S. 
firms to keep prices stable, 
and that the Federal Reserve 
actions could trigger a reces- 
sion. 

“The slowdown in the CPI 
(consumer price index) pro- 
vides additional evidence that 
inflation is still stable, despite 
strong demand in the fourth 
quarter,” said Jerry Jasi- 
nowski. president of the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers. 


The government is due to 
announce figures for fourth- 
quarter economic growth on 
Jan. 27. 

Analysts predict a robust 
gain in gross domestic pro- 
duct for the three-month 
period — about four per cent 
— and for all of 1994 the 
strongest growth in a decade. 

Unemployment fell to 5.4 
per cent in December, the 
Labour Department said last 
week, the lowest in more 
than four years, which 
analysts say could increase 
pressure on wages and. even- 
tually. on prices. 

Overall, the 1994 inflation 
rate was the lowest since 1965 
when prices rose 1.9 percent. 

The encouraging consumer 
price report came the day 
after the government re- 
leased figures showing that 
wholesale prices remained 
under control throughout last 
year, rising a modest 1.7 per 
cent. 


CLEVELAND (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has urged 
American businesses to 
“reach out" and tap into the 
potential of a S300 billion 
market in central Europe 
saying it will help solidify 
market reforms and lead to 
"real security." 

“More trade and invest- 
ment is good for central 
Europe, but make no mistake 
about it is also very good for 
the United States.” Mr. Clin- 
ton told business leaders 
attending a conference here 
on commercial opportunities 
in the former communist 
bloc. 

Sounding a familiar theme, 
Mr. Clinton said it will mean 
more jobs and higher wages 
for American workers, 
adding it also means ” more 
real security" as economic 
ties are strengthened. 

Expanding trade and Lf.S. 
exports is the cornerstone of 
Mr. Clinton's economic poli- 
cy and the conference 
attended by more than 300 
U.S. business executives and 
230 officials from central and 
eastern Europe countries 


gave the president a forum to 
reiterate U.S. security in- 
terests in the region and his 
belief that America remain 
engaged in the world. 

“We must reach out, not 
retrench,” Mr. Clinton said, 
pledging to form a bipartisan 
coalition of likeminded mem- 
bers of the Republican con- 
trolled Congress. 

He said an agreement be- 
tween the White House and 
Democratic and Republican 
leaders of Congress 
announced Thursday to help 
Mexipo through its current 
financial crisis “demonstrates 
the potential of a coalition 
committed to America's in- 
terests in the world of tomor- 
row.” 

Mr. Clinton also 
announced U.S. government 
support for two investment 
funds in central and eastern 
Europe. The Overseas Pri- 
vate Investment Corpora- 
tion, which provides political 
insurance to U.S. overseas 
investors, agreed to provide 
S340 million in loan guaran- 
tees. 

That backing coupled with 


help back more than $4 bil- 
lion in private investment in- - 
the region, Mr. Clinton said. 

He said most of the coun- 
tries in the region have 
undertaken the reforms 
necessary to “build credibil- 
ity with investors and trading 
partners.” and that those 
who have moved with the 
“greatest conviction” are 
among the fastest growing- 
countries in the region. 

But he also warned that 
those countries have to be 
sure to create an favourable 
environment for investors. 
Businesses, he said, will re- 
ject projects if roadblocks are 
too high especially in light of 
competition for trade and in- 
vestment from Latin America 
and Asia. 

U.S. firms are the biggest 
investors in central and east- 
ern Europe, the White House 
said. The account for about 
35 per cent of the $15 billion 
in foreign investment in the 
region since 1989. Since 1988. 
U.S. firms have tripled their 
exports to the area. 

Mr. Clinton said it was 



BiO Clinton 

fitting that the conference be 
held in Cleveland because of 
the large ethnic population 
with ties to central Europe. 
Cleveland becoming centre 
for international trade 
accounting for about $5.5 bil- 
lion in annual exports that 
support about 100,000 jobs. 

The conference included 
delegates from Albania, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bulgar- 
ia, Croatia, the Czech Re- 
public. Estonia, the former 
Yugoslav republic of Mace- 
donia, Hungary. Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia and Slovenia are in- 
vited to attend along with 
American business leaders. 


Mexico to guarantee U.S. aid with revenues 


MEXICO Cm'lRI- Mex- 
ico will use future oil export 
revenues as collateral for part 
of a huge U.S. currency sup- 
port package but is not "mort- 
gaging the nation's oil 
wealth, finance ministry offi- 
cials said. 

In a statement Saturday, 
the finance ministry sought to 
refute reports in Mexico that 
the country was offering its 
jealously-guarded crude oil 
as a guarantee of repayment 
for up to $40 billion "in aid 
being put together by the 


U.S. government and Con- 
gress. 

After a surprise devalua- 
tion of its currency last 
month. Mexico went "into a 
taiispin. dashing the reputa- 
tion it had built over the past 
decade as a star of emerging 
markets. Since Dec. 20. the 
peso has dropped over 30 per 
cent in value against the dol- 
lar. 

As foreign investors bailed 
out of Mexico, its crisis spil- 
led over onto other Larin 
American nations, prompting 


industrialised countries to 
establish a massive emergen- 
cy stabilisation fund to try to 
calm the waters. 

The storm began to die 
down after the United States 
announced Wednesday that it 
was willing to expand the 
initial 518 billion rescue pack- 
age for Mexico, and do what 
was necessary to get Mexico 
back on its feet. 

The Mexican finance 
ministry said it would use 
projected future oil export 
earnings as a means of 


guaranteeing it would repay 
the loans. One finance minis- 
try official told Reuters 
Saturday the government 
would issue securities backed 
by the future oil revenues to 
raise money. 

“The nature of the finan- 
cial operation... is equal or 
similar to operations carried 
out by our country for more 
chan 12 years and is of com- 
mon use in international 
financial markets,” the state- 
ment said. 


Nigeria’s military ruler opens economy in ’95 budget 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 
military ruler announced his 
government’s delayed 1995 
budget Saturday after a year 
of political and economic tur- 
moil. promising moves back 
to market reforms and less 
restrictive foreign exchange 
laws. 

General Sani Abacha also 
pledgd to continue repay- 
ments on Nigeria's mounting 
foreign debts. 

“The 1995 budget is a 
budget of incentives, and a 
budget of liberalisation.'* 
General Abacha said in a 
radio and television broad- 
cast. 

He repealed the 1962 ex- 
change control act "to allow 
the inflow of funds" and a 
1989 decree which barred 
foreigners from holding 
majority stakes in many 
businesses. 

"Government shall ex- 
amine all laws, regulations, 
rules, etc that hinder the free 
flow of investments and funds 
into Nigeria." General 
Abacha said. "Such rules will 
be repealed and the regula- 
tions relaxed." 

In his speech, advance 
copies of which were made 
available. General Abacha 


said the autonomous foreign 
exchange market — among 
banks and exchange bureaux 
— would no longer be ban- 
ned. 

But he said the govern- 
ment would stick to its offi- 
cially set exchange rate of 22 
naira to the dollar, fixed one 
year ago. 

General Abacha seized 
power in November. 1993. 
and later abandoned market 
reforms backed by the Inter- 
nationa) Monetary Fund. 

"The exchange rate policy 
in 1995 is designed to main- 
tain the current official rate 
and at the same time permit 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
to intervene in the auton- 
omous market.*' General 
Abacha said. 

“To this end. the auton- 
omous market will now be 
permitted in Nigeria and the 
inter-bank autonomous mar- 
ket shall be allowed to oper- 
ate freely." he added. 

It was not clear how the 
government would deal with 
the wide disparity between 
the official and current black 
market rates. 

“The foreign exchange 
market will henceforth be 
subject to guided deregula- 


tion. as shall interest rate 
regime." he said. 

Nigerians and foreigners 
are no longer compelled to 
bring in foreign exchange 
through the centra! bank and 
can open local accounts to 
which they would have unres- 
tricted access, the general 
said. 

The military government 
appears to have subdued its 
political opponents in 1994 
but Nigerian newspaper com- 
mentators agree that last 
year, marked by pro- 
democracy - strikes and pro- 
tests. was one of immense 
political and economic 
anguish for most of the coun- 
try's 90 million people. 

General Abacha's broad- 
cast comes two weeks behind 
the traditional budget day of 
Jan. 1 and has been eagerly 
awaited. The finance minister 
is due to explain how the new 
foreign exchange market will 
operate when he gives the 
budget breakdown Monday. 

Local business group's, 
foreign creditors and interna- 
tional finance agencies like 
the IMF and World Bank 
have called for deregulation 
but powerful trade unions say 


market reforms would 
worsen the plighr of ordinary 
Nigerians. 

General Abacha said the 
government would continue 
to devote about 30 per cent of 
anticipated official hard cur- 
rency earnings to debt servic- 
ing and that 44 billion naira 
(S2 billion at the official ex- 
change rate) had been ear- 
marked for debt servicing in 
1995. 

Nigeria's total foreign debt 
stood at S29.43 billion at the 
end of October 1994. 

“Due to the dwindling re- 
sources of government and 
the heavy debt service bur- 
den. the build up of payments 
arrears on external loans de- 
teriorated during the fiscal 
year.” he said, without giving 
"figures. 

'General Abacha said the 
government had suspended 


the sale of shares in public 
companies because of “some 
indentified inadequacies and 
the huge losses incurred.” 

Instead he announced 
plans to lease out state enter- 
prises to local and foreign 
businesses. 

The federal government's 
net revenue in 1995 was ex- 
Jpected to total 160.86 billion 
naira, he said. 

Revenue estimates for 
1995 were based on an aver- 
age price of S 15 a barrel for 
crude oil. Nigeria's main ex- 
port, and that at the current 
exchange rate Nigeria should 
earn more than 200 billion 
naira (S9 billion) from oil. 
General Abacha said. 

It was not clear from his 
speech whether the govern- 
ment was aiming for a ba- 
lanced budget following a 
large deficit in 1994. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 1995 

I By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll lighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The Full Moon in Cancer (mooochikl) 
& very poorly aspected malting it difficult to enjoy the morning and 
you won't gain anything by trying to push through lunch. Evening is 
best for social activities and romance. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Begin the week properly by giving 
more attention to the duties ahead of you. Have i m portant meetings 
with fellow associates. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Early set up appointments with 
persons you luce for evening, and then dig right info all those 
projects ahead of you. • r 

MOON CH I LDR EN: (June 22 to July 21) Be sure to keep promises 
you have made to your family, and then later you can be with your 
good friends and dose loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be cautious in the handling of 
communications in the morning since later you have to rush home 
and get the situation there improved. 

VDIGO: (August 22 to September 22) Fin a nc ial affairs are impor- 
tant in the morning so handle them carefully. Keep rooted to the 
practical to handle your situation. ‘ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Go after your personal affairs 
in the morning since later yon have to be more concerned with the 
practical side of >rfo. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It is important you go to 
advisors confidentially and learn bow to make greater progress m the 
future. Do a special favour for your mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) In your spare time, 
go after sane personal goal and gain it quickly. Be tactful with your 
friends. Avoid confrontations with others. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Begin the day pro perly 
by h a n d li ng civic affairs wisely, and then you can pursue intimate 
goals which you desire greatly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study your new goals early 
and then find better ways of gaining prestige. Don’t let anyone 
nambozzie you on any activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A thoughtful gift for your urate 
in the morning can work wonders for you now. Be more broad- 
minded, you are highly inspired. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Bouncing 
cheques 
on the rise 


** At the end of 1994, there 
were 3,389 persons behind 
bars for writing cheques 
which were not honoured due 
to insufficient funds in their 
accounts. The number of 
people locked up for the 
same offence at the end of 
1993 was 1,505 less. Amman 
Attorney-General Rateb 
Tarawneh revealed that there 
were 5,959 cases of uncleared 
cheques in 1994 whereas the 
number in 1993 stood at 
3,821. Even during the first 
ten days of 1995, the 
attorney-general’s office re- 
ceived 200 cases of uncleared 
cheques, compared to 155 
cases during the first ten days 
of 1994. According to Mr. 
Tarawneh, most cheques 
were bookstore cheques. 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
President Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan said that in 1993 a 
total of 350,800 cheques, car- 
tying a value of ID 306 mil- 
lion, were not cleared. The 
number of returned cheques 
in 1993 was 50 per cent higher 
than in 1992. Bankers attri- 
bute the situation to the eco- 
nomic slowdown in general 
and to the pressure exerted 
by the . beneficiary on a de- 
btor to write a cheque to 
serve as a guarantee. 
Another reason could well be 
a chain process whereby a 
merchant would write a che- 
que on the strength of 
another cheque he had re- 
ceived from a third party (AJ 
Ra'i). 

☆A The Central Bank of 
Jordan plans to set up a 
committee to study the rising 
phenomenon of returned!' 
cheques. The committee will - 
be headed by Dr. Hamzeh 
Haddad, a lawyer, and repre- 
sentatives from the central 
bank, the Association of 
Banks in Jordan and the 
chambers of commerce and 
industry. The number of re- 
turned cheques during the 
first ten months of last year 
reached 352,000 cheques 
amounting to JD 302 i million. 
The number of returned che- 
ques during the whole of 1993 
was about 350,000 cheques 
for a value of JD 306 million 
(AJ Dustour). 

☆☆ The government decided 
to increase its support to far- 
mers who produce grains by 
giving them higher prices for 
their output. Prices differ 
according to the kind of 
grain, but wheat, for exam- 
ple, will be bought for JD 165 
per tonne instead of JD 147 
while lentils will be bought 
for JD 340 per tonne instead 1 
of JD 300 (AJ Ra’i). 

■irir Preparations are under 
way to hold the economic 
summit in Amman from Oct. 
30 until Nov. 1, 1995. 
.According to knowledgeable 
' sources, it is assumed that the 
number of participants from 
all over the world and from 
public and private sectors 
would be less than one 
thousand. The projects to be 
submitted to the participants 
should be ready for speedy 
implementation. Moreover, 
it was also agreed not to limit 
the discussions to big projets 
only, but to include medium 
and small-scale schemes that 
contribute to providing work 
opportunities (A1 Ra'i). 

** Royal Jordanian decided 
to open four new centres for 
the duty-free market of 
Queen Alia Airport to be 
able to serve passengers 
around the clock (Ai Ra'i). 

Hr# The Department of Spe- 
cifications and Standardisa- 
tion will become administra- 
tively and financially inde- 
pendent as of Tuesday, Jan. 
17, 1995. UndeT a new law. 
the department will have a 
board of directors represent- 
ing concerned ministries and 
government institutions as 
well- as representatives from 
the private sector (Al Ra’i). 

☆☆ The , governor of the 
Palestinian Monetary Au- 
thority said that any move to 
issue a Palestinian currency 
in the future 'will be carried 
out inconsultation and coop- 
eration with Jordan in tne 
first place (Al Ra’i). 
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SAN JOSE, California 
(AFP) — World semiconduc- 
tor sales breached the $100 
bOlion mark for the find time 
in 1994. soaring 28 per cent to 
$109.7 trillion, according to 
figures released Monday. 

“As the worldwide hunger 
for computing power rises, 
semiconductor companies are 
in the enviable position of 
having demand outstrip supp- 
ly,” said Gary Grandbois, 
director of specialist analysts 
Dataquest. 

The revenue of Asia- 
Pacific companies grew 63 
per cent to $10.1 billion, out- 
stripping European suppliers 
for the first time. 


U.S. giant Intel remained 
at the head of the field of 
semiconductor producers, 
with sales of more than $10 
bilhon and a claimed 9.2 per 
cent of the world market. 

But while U.S. semicon- 
ductor makers remained the 
world leaders, with a 41.4 per 
cent share of the market, 
they were in danger of being 
edged out by Japanese manu- 
facturers with 40.5 per cent. 

Japanese company NEC 
notched up the second largest 
world sales, at $7.94 billion, a 
29 per cent improvement 
over 1993 and a 7.2 per cent 
share of the market. 

Another Japanese con- 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 9 - January 13, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar depredated sharply against other 
major currencies at the end of last week. It ended the week 
1.89 per cent lower against the mark, 1.23 per cent lower 
against sterling and 2.87 per cent lower against the yen. 

The dollar retreated sharply against other major curren- 
cies Monday. Its depredation came on the back of political 
instability in both Italy and Spain. News that a leading U.S. 
debt rating agency might reduce the rating of Italian 
government bonds triggered traders to sell Italian lira for ' 
marks. The Federal Reserve also contributed to the dollar's i 
weakness by intervening in the market to support the 
Mexican currency. On the other hand, the dollar declined 
against the yen on comments by the U.S. ambassador to 
Japan, stating that his government might use the "Super 
301” legislation against Japan if deemed necessary. 

The dollar continued its depreciation aganist the mark 
Tuesday, while appreciating marginally against the yen and 
sterling. The dollar's depredation against the mark was due 
to the mark’s strength against both the Italian and Spanish 
currendes. Meanwhile, the dollar benefited against the yen 
and sterling from a statement by the U.S. treasury secretary, 
who said that he expects a stronger dollar in the future. 

On Wednesday, the dollar rose slightly against the mark 
and sterling, while stabilising against the yen, though it 
declined during early trading hours. The U.S. unit suffered 
from the Mexican financial crisis, as well as, the mark's 
continued appreciation against the Italian and Spanish 
currendes. 

The dollar declined sharply against other major currendes 
Thursday. Its decline was due to the mark's continued 
appreciation against other European currencies. Moreover, 
the Mexican financial crisis affected the yen positively as it 
ignited investors' fears from investing in both Thailand and 
Hong Kong. These fere caused investors to liquidate their 
positions in these markets and shift their investments to 
Japan. 

At the end of the week, the dollar rose againstf the 
European currencies while depredating against the yen. The 
dollar approbated against the mark in view of the latter's 
decline against the Italian and Spanish currendes. The 
Spanish peseta appreciated on news that the Spanish prime 
minister had resigned, while the Italian lira appreciated on 
news that former finance minister. Lamberto Dini, was 
appointed as Italy's new prime minister. Meanwhile, the yen 
continued its appredation due to the flow of funds from Far 
East emerging markets. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5345 marks, 98.55 
yen and at $1.5685 to sterling. 
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cem, Toshiba, was in third 
place with sales of $7.52 bil- 
lion and a 6.9 per cent market 
share. 

The sharp increase in the 
world market in 1994 was 
even steeper than that of 
1993, when sales rose 26 per 
cent to $85.6 trillion. 

Japanese semiconductor 
makers saw their sales im- 
prove 28 per cent to $44.4 
billion, with European sales 
up 28 per cent to $9.8 bfllkm. 

U.S. sales grow more slow- 
ly, but were still 22 per cent 
higher at $45,4 billion. 

This meant the U.S. share 
of the global semiconductor 
market shrank by two per- 
centage points. While that of 
Japan held steady and that of 
the Asia-Pacific region rose 
two points to 9.2 per cent of 
the total. 


ABU DHABI. (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates has 
made good progress enforc- 
ing new copyright laws but 
must do more to stop compu- 
ter software pirates, officials 
said Sunday. 

“Up to (die end of) 1994 we’ve 
got iw erf 90 per cent of the 
copies of American and 
European works,” Abdul 
Aziz Al Madfea, assistant 
undersecretary for censorship 
at the UAE's information 
ministry, told a seminar on 
intellectual property. 

The UAE began enforcing 
new copyright laws last sum- 
mer. Inspectors raided 
businesses to confiscate un- 
licensed cassettes, videotapes 
and computer software and 
other pirated goods. 

“We cannot say the law has 
been one hundred per cent 
implemented. Of course the 
implementation of the law 


has to be in stages,” Mr. 
Madfaa said, adding that the 
authorities would focus. on 
rounding up pirated copies of ' 
Arab works in 1995. 

Mr. Madfaa said software 
piracy was particularly hard 
to. damp down ou compared 
with other -forms of piracy 
because copying was easy to 
conceal and investigators 
needed specialist knowledge. 

But he cited an industry 
estimate that software sales 
in the UAE had risen around 
60 per cent since implementa- 
tion began. 

“We’ve seen some changes 
but it’s moving pretty slow- 
ly,” Microsoft Middle East 
General Manager Charles 
Alien told RStrters by teles* 
phone from Dubai. 

“When they do these raids, 
they need to publicise them. 
Otherwise there is no deter- 
rent effect and they have to 
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SHARE PRICE LIST TOR SUNDAY 15/01/1995 



VALUE PKKV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


ARAB BARK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BARK / REE 

THE BOOSns 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN CULT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT ft FINANCE BANK 

BEIT XLMAL SAVXHCftINVKSTHKNT FOR BOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


183.250 

4.200 

4.180 

5.900 

3.030 

1.540 

3.680 

4.410 

3.160 

1.500 

1.630 


183.250 

4.230 

4.150 
5.870 
3.030 
1.540 
3.680 
4.380 

3.150 
1.500 
1.620 


BABE 


SECTOR 


rXRMDUX INSURANCE ft R E INSURA NCE 
HOLT LAND INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC TONER /SEN 
JORDAN HZHEH HDtBRAL 
ARAB UrT gKHA TIOMAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPP IN C LINES 
HKriOHKX. PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
HACHXNAPT EQUIP. BESTING 6 MA INTENA NCE 
UNITE D MID DLE EAST ft COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR I NVESTMEN T C EDUCATION 


140749 INDEX NUMBER: 158.11 

ajARGE i -a. oi* 


INDEX NUMBER: 137.29 
CHANGE i +0.10* 


SERVICE'S 


SECTOR 


THE JORDAN CEMENT PRCTORZES 

THE A RA B PO TASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF INARY 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vilaa 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
viflas, flms. and buBdng lots 


Commercial and 
- — residential. 

Fix more details calk 

Abdourt Real Estate 

TeL 810605/81 0609 




4..UU 4 
! JjJa. 45 jl* mm» 

863944 - 816690 


cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


31 6690 

At 


.LuUJ 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
fit Apartments 
in Amman 


rA T i?rwys^ 



I.ilut kuiman - fir-t circk- 
opix-MU- IK U.> I \li:\NS\ 

Till..: 654205 


a ■ 




Tel £92505, 691146/ Erf. 116 
Fax: 699080 , WarfAHalSt 
Abu Hath com me rcial c en te r 
Second floor 


raid everybody,” he said. 
Other Arab Gulf states 
. . have brought in similar laws 
against piracy in the region, 
the Middle East's most de- 
veloped market for informa- 
tion technology. - ■ 

; Sherif Saaduliah, an offi- 
cial of the Geneva-based 
World Intellectual Property 
Organisation, said bringing 
the law fully to bear against - 
the UAE's software pirates 
would take time. 

“We all want to move fast 
(but) ... we should take into 
consideration that there's a . 
whole government apparatus 
that has to be trained,” be 
told the seminar. 

Microsoft belongs to the 
U.S. -based Business Soft- 
ware Alliance (BSA), a 
group of firms which combats 
software piracy. 


The BSA says in 1993 pira- 
cy cost its members at least 
$150 mflKon in lost business 
in the UAE and Saudi Arabia 
alone, compared with $300 
million in the Middle East as 
a whole. 

Piracy rates in the Arab 
Gulf states in 1993 were all 
over 90 per cent that year, 
the BSA says — in other 
words, there are over nine 
copies for every piece of 
k legitimate software. 

Mr. Allen said more com- 
panies in the UAE were get- 
ting legitimate software as a 
result of the law. The BSA is 
helping train software inspec- 
tors for the .UAE govern- 
ment, he added. “But there’s 
stifi a lot of piracy in shops- .. 
it's moving in the right dtreo 
tkm but it baa to move fas- 
ter.” 


JOB VACANCY 

A Local Jordanian Company is seeking to 
employ a Marketing Officer & A Chemical or . 
Environmental Engineer with the following 
qualifications: 

* Minimum 3 Years Experience. 

* Fluent In English & Arabic. 

* Computer Uterate(D;base & Microsoft windows) 
Individuals with the above experience. are kindly 
asked to send their typed C.V. along with a recent 
photo to the following address 

Attention of. 

The General Manager 1 - 

P.O.Box : <1 554). Amman 1 1 1 1 8 - Jordan. 

We wilt be accepting all C.V. till January 25,1895 



OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University 
of Jordan announces that the intensive 
Course in Modern Standard Arabic for 
Speakers of Other Languages will, com- 
mence oh January 28' 1995 and will last 
for 16 -weeks. ; 7 .7 ;‘ r: ' 

The programme is intensive. (Classes 
are in the morning and meet 20 hours 
per week, Saturday — Wednesday). 

Those interested, please call at 
the Language Centre for registra- 
tion or further information. 
Registration begins on Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 1995. 



sasmuMoumis 

GHIHEK RESTAURANT 


asEZ.rc.'g: 


Tmkm away it iwlhWi 

SMNANi.SWl 
On UMaA CbonwcW Canto 

TrU Ml 174 
taaKatnl AhMiP lined 


Suwaifiafa Tel. 827105 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
Our shop and get:-' 

* JUMBO photo 
sbm 30 % laigwr 

* From •Bfirf*- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shfflrisani «. Opp. Griodbys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb id; 823891 


SELECT Hotel 


• Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

O Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
OOpenNooas 
& Evenings 


; tbii { /V 1 Wc i H !c i \f I c I . F 3 / i 0 1 /(-m / I f P 



Elite Dance Pub 

At 



Private functions 
Music, Dance 
& Fun 

Pizzas + Burgers 

1 < T s Fnnlaslic ! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in' Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
EmbassyStr. nearQaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

IZ poon r 3*0 pjn, 

- 11X0 pm. 

Tefc mm 


A small 
price 
to pay for 
Success 




K 1 6690 
3 w eifiyeh 
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Arabi take on Ramtha 
in Jordan Cup. semifinal 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Kingdom's second most 
important soccer competition nears its end 
Monday when A1 Arabi take on Al Ramtha in 
the semifinal match of the Jordan Cup. 

Al Ramtha had won their first leg encoun- 
ter I-Q, therefore a win or draw will automati- 
cally move them to the final against Al Faisali 
who reached the final after eliminating A! 
Hussein. 

Both Faisali-Hussein matches had ended in 
a scoreless tie. Al Faisali reached the final 
after defeating Al Hussein 1C-9 in a penalty 
shootout. 

Titleholders Al Faisali are aiming to win 
their record eighth Jordan Cup title. 

Although the team has had its ups and 
downs this season. Al Faisali are now third in 
the first division with two matches remaining. 

Unlike other season, the Kingdom's most 
successful soccer team have only won the 1994 
Cup Winner’s Cup. 

In 1993. Al Faisali clinched the first divi- 
sion. the Jordan Cup and the Cup Winner's 
Cup. and in 1992 they won the Jordan Cup. 
the Shield and the first division. 

Al Hussein, who are now fourth in the first 
division were eager to add the '94 Jordan to 
the Federation Shield title which they won by 
defeating Al Faisali to clinch their first major 


title. The team’s only other best achievement 
was finishing second in the first division in 

1990 and 1992. 

Al Ramtha who are now two points behind 
leaders Al Wihdat in the first division have a 
good chance of reaching the final and have 
maintained a relatively consistent form this 
.season. They won the Jordan Cup in 1990 and 

1991 and last won the Federation Shield in 
1993. 

Al Arabi hope to repeat their 1986 Jordan 
Cup success when they overcame Al Jazireh 
1-0 to clinch their first major title. On their 
way to the final. Al Arabi had then eliminated 
Al Faisali. Al Ramtha and Al Hussein. Al 
Arabi had also reached the semifinal in the 
1990 season but were knocked out by Al 
Hussein. 

The knockout competition had begun on 
Nov. 13 with 28 first and second division 
teams divided into two groups. All first 
division teams except for Al Karmel survived 
the first and second rounds. 

In the quarterfinals. Ai Hussein beat Al 
Jazireh while Al Faisali eliminated Al Wihdat 
in Group 1. Al Arabi knocked out Kufrsoum 
and Al Ramtha beat Al Ahli in Group 2. 

Only five teams have won the title since the 
competition was initiated in 1980: A! Faisali 
have clinched the title seven times. Al Wihdat 
three times. Al Ramtha twice, and Al Jazireh 
and Af Arabi once each. 


Norwegian 

sprinter 

tests 

positive 


Lars Martin Kaupang. 
president of the association, 
said the result of a B-test 
confirmed the reading of an 
A-test which showed a high 
level of the hormone testos- 
terone. 


"He is finished as a top 
athlete in Norway." Kaupang 
toJd Norwegian radio. 
•“Okeke has broken all the 
rules." 


Okeke. who came to Nor- 
way from Nigeria in 1982 and 
was granted Norwegian 
citizenship six years later, 
now faces a possible four- 
year ban by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 — Neither vulnerable, os South 
voa hold: 

♦Void “AKQJ754 643+Q104 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * 3 ♦ ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — East's preempt has achieved 
its purpose. Four hearts is a cross 
underbid: five hearts asks partner 
for spade control: partner will read 

2 four-spade cue-bid as agreeing 
clubs, so all subsequent new-suii 
hods also will be interpreted as cue- 
b-.es. Bite the bullet and bid si* 
hearts. 


What do you bid now? 

A.— Hands with 6-4 distribution 
present a problem to some. As a rule 
of thamb. rebid the six -card sun 
only with a minim um opening. 
Since this band is considerably bet- 
ter than that, it is correct to rebid 
two diamonds, then plan to bid 
spades again at your next cum. 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold' 

♦AKJ632 TQ AK74 *Q3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 2 ♦ Pass 


Q.3 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South vou bold: 

*K3 ?6543 :KQJ3 +A63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

IT 1 ♦ ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You want to tell partner you 
have a good hand with heart sup- 
port A cue-bid of the enemy suit 
does just that Bid two spades. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KJ63 T943 vS5 48732 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Don't even think about bid- 
ding one no tnunp— that shows 
about a fcing more than you have, 
despite the limi ted room to maneu- 
ver. Partner has asked for your best 
suit so oblige by bidding two duba 


If the two-over-cce response was a 
game force, all you need do for the 
moment b raise to three diamonds. 
If cot and you play fourth-suit 
forcing, this is the rime to trot out 
two hearts. If neither of these treat- 
ments is m year armory, jump to 
four diatronet 


Q.5— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦AS 782 v A 1094 4A9762 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 4 Paas 

2 : Paas ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It depends on your methods. 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦985 ~ A94 : Q72 48763 

Partner opens the ridding with one 
heart Wba: do you respond? 

A. — You have perfect do- trump 
dbiriburiot. but we are not brave 
enough to suggest you make that 
bid without a stopper in either 
black suit Since you oust do some- 
thing. suggest you raise to two 
hearts. This hand is easy, if you use 
the Forcjag No Tramp response — a 
prefer ence to hearts oc the next 
round wii] partner's ardor. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR REN' 


Ground floor situated in Um Utheina quarter, near Amra 
Hotel, consists of two bedrooms, sitting room, guest & 
dining room, kitchen and one bathroom, in addition to a 
glassed veranda with a separate entrance and a nice 

garden. With central heating and telephone., 

Annual rent JD 6.000. 

If interested please call tel. 623725, 811068 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

4 Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & Q. 
lfcTwo bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman beL 3rd & 4Jb Circles. 

Owner TeU 887882/842351 


IDEAL FOR EMBASSY STAFF 
ONE LUXURIOUS SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

NEAR U.S. EMBASSY - ABDOUN 

Over 600 square metres. Each-four master bedrooms- 
luxurious reception dining - spacious kitchen - family TV 
rooms - guard/d nver/maids/laundry/first class French 
plumbing. 

Details contact owner directly - Tel.: 816 154 
during working hours. 

Adjoining semi-villa rented to senior embassy personnel 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

First floor, new building, deluxe finishings. Al Rabia 
district. Consists of three bedrooms, independent living 
room, salon and dining, with centra! heating, lift, car park. 

Please call Tei. 601272 - 670530 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


^7^KIU[1D 


Secretary required for busy office. | 
Must have good experience, a university j 
degree and an excellent command of \ 
English. The candidate should also be : 
computer literate. J 

Pleas fax CV's to 81 6894 or write to i 
P.O.Box 5476. Amman 


In West Amman, two bedrooms, with sepa- 
rate central heating and water supply. 

Contact Tel. 819373, 17:00-20:30 


GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


2 bedrooms, 1 living room. 1 dining room, kitchen. 2 
bathrooms, veranda, garcen. 

Location: near Philadelphia Here!. 

Tel.: 690548 (2 p.m.) 


Semi Villa For Rent 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 


Total area 410 square metres, located in 
Abdoun - Damascus St. midway between 
the American Embassy and the British 
Embassy, containing the following: 

1) Three master bedrooms with walk-in 
closets. 

2} Large fully equipped oakwood kitchen. 

3) 75 square metres guest and dining 
rooms. 

4) Spacious living room with fireplace. 

5) Maid's quarters. 

6) Private entrance, garage and garden. 

7) Furnished or unfurnished. 

For more information please call 
Tel.: 822569 or 813112 after 3:00 p.m. 


Consists of one bedroom. siriirg. large independent 
terrace, with central heating, re.ep-cr.e. third floor. 
Location: Jabal Amman, rcurth Ctrc'e. near the 
German and Swiss embassies Ar.rja 1 . rent is 
JD 2,250. 

Please call Tel. 778952/673925 Amman. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


A full time executive secretary is needed, 
dynamic, pleasant personalty, good command 
of English and Arabic, typing ir, both lan- 
guages, has the ability to handle correspond- 
ence, computer skills; windows & excel. 
Applicants should send their CV which will be 
dealt with confidentially to. 

P.O.Box 1838 Amman 11118 - Jordan. 

Attractive salary for suitable candidate. 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY .16, 1SJ5> 


NBA ROUNDUP 

Jazz upset Knicks; Magic crush 76ers 




— Tcn ' 
L^Ssct Andr*: 


SrSf-ss: 

Anstra' 


OSLO (R) — Sprinter Aham 
Okeke has tested positive for 
doping again and is finished 
as an athlete in Norway. Nor- 
way's Athletics Association's 
chief said Sundav. 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
New York Knicks had their 
eight-game winning streak 
snapped by the league's top 
road warriors Saturday as 
Karl Malone scored 21 points 
and pulled down 12 rebounds 
to lead the Utah Jazz to a 
S6-8I win. 

The Jazz won for the 14th 
time in 16 games and ran 
their road victory streak to 
12. four short of the all-time 
record set by the Lakers 23 
years ago. 

Malone and Jeff Hor- 
nacek. who had 19 points, 
each scored five during a 1 0-0 
spurt in the fourth quarter 
that gave the Jazz an 84-77 
lead with 3:15 left. 

Patrick Ewing, who led the 
Knicks with 22 points, 14 
rebounds and six blocked 
shots, drew New York within 
84-81 with two free throws. 
But Derek Harper missed a 
potential game-tying shot 
with 30 seconds left. 

In Orlando Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 31 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds and De- 
nnis Scott added 18 points as 
the Magic raised their perfect 
record at home to 17-0 with a 
91-70 pounding of the Phi- 
ladelphia 76ers. 

O'Neal connected on 14- 
of-I9 from the field and 
scored 11 points during the 
third quarter when the Magic 
pulled away en route to hand- 
ing the Sixers their eighth 
straight loss. 

The Magic have won 13 of 
thewir last~15 while the Sixers 
have dropped 13 of 15. 

At Indiana. Todd Day's 
tip-in with 1.2 seconds re- 
maining lifted the Milwaukee 
Bucks to a 97-95 victory that 
snapped the Pacers' 10%ame 
home winning streak. 

Day tipped in Vin Baker’s 
miss after Milwaukee squan- 
dered a 95-89 lead in the final 
minute. 

Glenn Robinson scored 21 
points and Baker added 20 
points and 10 rebounds for 
die Bucks, who won for just 
the third time in their last 17 
road games. 

Rik Smits had 22 points 
and 13 rebounds and Reggie 
Miller scored 21 points for 
Indiana, which suffered its 
first home loss since Novem- 
ber 9. 

In Oakland, Tyrone Hill 
scored 20 points and had a 
three-point play early in 
overtime that gave Cleveland 
the lead for good as the Cava- 
liers rallied Tor a 103-97 vic- 
tory over the reeling Golden 
State Warriors. 

The Warriors, who dressed 
nine players and played just 
seven, have dropped 18 of 
their last 19 games. 

Latrell Spreweil played the 
entire game, paring Golden 
State with 22 points. 

In Los Angeles. Dan Ma- 
jerle scored 22 points despite 
sitting out the fourth quarter 
to lead seven players in dou- 
ble figures as the Phoenix 
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Houston Rocket Pete 
ChUcutt (left) and 
Miami Heat centre 
Matt Geiger scram- 
ble for possession of 
the ball daring their 
NBA game (AFP 
photo) 
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period. 


Suns ripped the Clippers 134- 
108. 

Danny Ainge and Charles 
Parkley. who also sat out the 
final quarter, added 18 points 
each and Danny Manning 
scored 16 against his former 
club. 

Barkley also missed nine 
minutes in the second quarter 
when he needed two stitches 
to close a cut on his chin after 
being caught with an inadver- 
tanr elbow. 

The Suns have won 16 of 
their last 19 games. 

In Denver. Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf scored a career- 
high 36 points and Reggie 
Williams recorded a triple- 
double with 14 points. 11 
assists and 10 rebounds to 
lead the Nuggets to a 118-104 
upset of the Houston Rock- 
ets. 

Hakeem Olajuwon led 
Houston with 41 points, giv- 
ing him 88 points in the last 
two nights. 

In Charlotte. Larry John- 
son had 22 points as the 
Hornets extended their 
franchise-record winning 
streak to eight games with a 
96-85 defeat of the Chicago 
Bulls. 

The Hornets also extended 
their Franchise-best home 
winning streak to 11 games as 
Johnson scored at least 20 
points for the ninth straight 
game. 


Scottie Pippen led the 
Bulls with 19 points. 11 re- 
bounds and six assists, but 
left the game midway 
throught the fourth quarter 
with a pulled groin. Starting 
forward Toni Kukoc did not 
dress for Chicago due to a 
sprained right ankle. 

At New Jersey. Rick 
Mahom scored the* last six 
points of a 20-4 second-half 
surge as the Nets rallied for a 
93-84 victory over the Minne- 
sota Timberwolves. 

Derrick Coleman led the 
Nets with 22 points and 11 
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27 points and 15 rebounds to L ptfanm are under- 
lead the Miami Heat to as Is die Howl Inter. Con- 
84-77 win over the Dallas hi mib: grand opening 
Mavericks. I*!® Juanita, the laiesr 
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RESULTS 


New Jersey 
Milwaukee 
Utah 
Charlotte 

93 

- 97 > 

86 
96 

^ff^finnesota 
' "V^^paiana 

New York 
Chicago 

a.'. 

84 r '~ 

‘S 

85 

Orlando 

91 

PhOadkphia 

70 

Miami 

84 

Dallas 

77 

Denver 

118 

Houston 

104 

Cleveland 

103 

Golden State 

97 (OT) 

Phoenix 

134 

L.A. Clippers 

108 




Only file 


Nicole Miller for men 
perfume launched in Jordan 



VERY LUXURIOUS APARTMENTS 
FOR SALE OR RENT 
SHME1SANI - AL HAMRA HOUSING 

Fit for diplomatic missions, diplomats and businessmen. 
Each apartment is with an area of 290 square metres, 
consisting of four bedrooms, one of them master, maid's 
room, three verandas, large lounge with an area of 65 
square metres, very large kitchen, deluxe finishings, and 
covered garages Ali sen/ices are independent: two lifts, 
wide entrance. The building is on two streets. 

Tliose Interested, pis. call engineer Marwan Al 
Ma'rouf, Tel. 843284. 


SAL1N1 1TALSTRADE J.Y. 
KARAMEH DAM PROJECT 

We are looking for: 

Civil Engineers 


They will cooperate to develop construction design to 
realise our prqects. 

Candidates profile: 

Age 25-30 years. 

Good ‘Knowledge of computers. 

Good autocad knowledge 
Fluent m English. 

Nationality' Preferably Jordanians. 

Please submit CV to: 

SALINI-fTALSTRADE J.V. 

ALHIDAB BUILDING 
WEST OF GARDEN STREET 
AMMAN. 

TEL: 697685 
FAX: 690941 
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On the occasion of laun- 
ching Nicole Miller per- 
fume for men. in the Jorda- 
nian market, the Gifts 
Cent re /Ibrahim and 
Kbaled Abu Shakra Com- 
pany held a press confer- 
ence at the Marriott Hotel. 

Mr. Gilies Chatelain, 
inc. vice-president Riviera 
Concepts said at the press 
conference: 

Nicole Miller is fashion. 
Her fashion is stimulated 
by design and translated 
into fabric and fragrance. 
Inspired by the rugged 
textural smell of “Guy 
Things" like a Baseball 
Min and Leather Loafers, 
this fragrance captures the 
smooth softness of Nubuck 
Leather 

To complement Nicole 
Miller's treasured “per- 
fume pouch.” Nicole Miller 
for men is whimsically re- 
flected in a rugged bottle 
and box. Contemporary 


corrugated contours encase 
the fresh essence of Nicofe 
Miller for men inside a*? 
out. -TX 


MEETING R( 

Attractive model 
v Complete solutit 


The fragrance was 


scribed by its creawr 
Nicole Miller: “Every 


woman deserves the per- 
fect companion and tfaat^ 
why I have created one for 
her... My frangrance is -for 
die young- thinking oian* 
is a modem, warm ma 
line scent with the twist, 
nu-leather accord 
lends a sense of — -,v- 

and ease to the fragranefc 
It is for the classic yet se*f 
guy, who enjoys life's bass 
pleasures. 

No matter what his de- 
sire, age, or personality, h? 
can be himself wearing ru- 
de Miller for men. 

I want men to feel com- 
fortable when they experi- 
ence the modem freshness 
of my new fragrance." 



the americ 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


Julia Robers/Nick Noire 
in 


Jim Carrey 
in 


Tel. : 699238 Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Nolre CONCORD “1” 

Syives'e* S:ai:cne - Sharon Stone 


THE MASK 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8 JO. I0J0 


f Love Trouble 

Shows 6-JO. 8:30. 10:30 


The Lion King 

Shows: WJU. 12:30, JJ0. S:W 


THE SPECIALIST 

Sfccws: !UC‘. ?:K. S. 5:15. 10J0 

CONCORD M 2” 

Ham sen Fcrs • Wh^ney Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

.Shows: 3. - i 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


SUM’ A ln the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 


Tel.: 675571 


Mohammad Ai Shawaqfeh 
Daily from 8.30 p.m. 
Children’s Play 
The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram AbLl Ragheb 
Daily at 3.30 p.m." 


Nabfl Al lWashini Th«atr« 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

ahian theatre 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAMI YA SALAMI: 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

in English Sunday 

January 15, 1995 
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76ers 'Deceptive Agassi prepares for Open debut 

" ■— — - MELBOURNE (R) — Ten- Pete Samnni'i n»»M _ 
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MELBOURNE (R) — Ten- 
nis's master illusionist Andre 
Agassi is threatening to per- 
form the same trick he per- 
fected at Wimbledon in 1992 
when be makes his Austra- 
lian Open debut this week. 

Then, as now, the world 
was fascinated with just ab- 
out everything connected 
with Agassi, from his hair 
and dothes to his eating 
habits and love life. It scarce- 
ly noticed his tennis until he 
held the trophy aloft on Cen- 
tre Court, 

The same is true this time 
and the Las Vegas showman 
doing nothing to divert 
Australia's gaze. In fewer 
than three days in Melbourne 
he must have answered a 
hundred questions about his 
appearance and a mere hand- 
ful on his form. 

Yet there is no doubt 
Agassi is secretly working 
hard behind the scenes. 
Flying in by chartered jet 
from Adelaide on Friday for 
4 an advance look at Flinders 
Park was far from the jaunt it 
may have seemed at the time. 

The U.S. Open champion 
has played around the globe, 
but was prepared to listen to 
those who insisted Mel- 
bourne’s unpredictable 
weather and enclosed centre 
court creates unique prob- 
lems even for the top players. 

Not all the advice whis- 
pered past Andre’s earrings 
in previous years has been so 
informed. But everyone 
seems to agree that the en- 
forced break Agassi took af- 
ter wrist surgery in December 
1993 has produced a more 
thoughtful player. 

BorisTBecker, at Agassi’s 
shoulder in the push towards 


Pete Sampras’s world num-^ 
ber one ranking, is in no"' 
doubt 

“He changed last year,” 
said the German. "For many 
years, in my opinion, he 
framed too little and didn’t 
do enough with his talent. 
But starting with his opera- 
tion, he thought about what 
be had to change to come 
back as a top tennis player. 
He - started to train more, 
watch more closely what he 
ate and the results are there." 

Sampras himself has ang- 
led out his compatriot as the 
most likely man to leap from 
the chasing pack. Leaving 
-aside the jokes about his 
shaven head making him 
quicker around court, Agassi 
appears as motivated as at 
any time in his career. 

“There's a certain amount 
of excitement not knowing 
what it's like," he admitted as 
he looked ahead to his first 
round match against South 
African Grant Stafford sche- 
duled for Tuesday. “It*s the 
same feeling as Wimbledon. 1 
hope it’s all it's cracked up to 
be.” 

Agassi took just five days 
off over the Christmas 
period, but otherwise de- 
voted himself to training and 
practice with his coach Brad 
Gilbert, the man who pter- 
suaded him that talent alone 



World No. 2 Andre Agassi, sporting a new hairstyle, with 
girlfriend Brooke Shields 


are working harder than I am 
which is nice when it’s 100 
degress." 


One person who won't be 
around to watch is the actress 
Brooke Shields, first to 


was not enough to take him embrace Agassi after his U.S. 


back to the top. 

Training in the mid- 
aftemoon heat on Friday, the 
24-year-old looked sharp and 
insists a hot fortnight would 
be a help rather than a hindr- 
ance. 

“I think the weather is 
suitable for me. My style 
usually means my opponents 


Open triumph last Septem- 
ber. 

She is currenly playing the 
role of Rizzo in the Broad- 
way production of Grease, 
which Agassi has reportedly 
seen 14 times. Melbourne au- 
dience are hoping for similar 
entertainment from her boyf- 
riend. 


Mama Juanita to open at Hotel Intercontinental 
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Final preparation are under- 
way ai the Hotel In ter. Con- 
tinental for the grand opening 
of Mama Joanna, the latest 
Mexican Restaurant in Am- 
man. It is expected to (men its 
doors to the public in the 
second half of January. 

Mama Juanita is the first 
authentic Mexican Restaurant 
in town, with its own Mexican 
staff specially flown in from 


Mexico City. Amongst the 
staff is chef Rene, who brings 
with him an extensive experi- 
ence in Mexican cooking as 
well as Mr. Jose, bar tender, 
who will be preparing a wide 
variety of real Mexican cock- 
tails. 

Mr. Jacco Klip, Food & 
Beverage Manager at Hotel 
Inter.ContiaentaJ Jordan, 


says, “Most of the food ingre- 
dients, dinner services and spe- 
cial Mexican cooking utensils 
were flown in from Mex- 
ico.. .We have prepared for our 
visitors a well balanced menu 
guaranteed to please every 
taste." He adds: “Every day of 
the week. Mama Juanita will 
have a different promotion, 
which will be advertised in the 
press shortly.” 


Gabby is a te nnis force 
to be reckoned with again 

A rejuvenated Gabriela 
Sabatini gave warning that 
she would be a major Austra- 
lian Open threat by claiming 
her second straight singles 
title Sunday. 

The 24-year-old Argenti- 
nian glamour girl slammed 
the door on a long and debili- 
tating form slump as she out- 
played top seed Lindsay 
Davenport to win the New 
South Wales Open 6-3, 6-4 in 
74 minutes. 

The victory extended her 
match winning streak to eight 
and followed a 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 
thrashing of Davenport in the 
final of the Virginia Slims 
championship in November 
— her last tournament. 

Before the Virginia Slims, 
Sabatini had not won a 
tournament since the Italian . 
Open in May 1992. But these 
back-to-back triumphs — 


victories to 27 — were a 
vindication of her faith in 
herself. 

Sabatini had no hesitation 
in listing herself with number 
one seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Mary Pierce 
among the favourites in the 
women's competition at the 
Australian Open starting 
Monday in Melbourne. 

"Winning a tournament 
before a Grand Slam is just 
the best,” said Sabatini, who 
is officially seeded fifth and 
starts with a first round match 
in Melbourne against 
Marianne Werdel of Amer- 
ica. “I couldn’t ask for any- 
thing more." 

Davenpon went farther. 
She ranked Sabatini behind 
only world number two San- 
chez at the Open. Davenport 
said there had been a glaring 
change in Sabatini's game in 
a few months. 

"She is striking the ball 
much harder now and she is 
really going for her first serve 
and making a lot," said the 
American. 

“Sher is now able to step in 
and really rip her forehand 
and she has got more confi- 
dence to hit her backhand 
instead of just slicing or loop- 
ing it. 

Women’s tennis 
rankings 

1. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

2. Arantxa Sanchez (Spain) 
(3. Conchita Martinez 
(Spain) 

4. Jana Novotna (Czech) 

5. Mary Pierce (France) 

6. Gabriela Sabatini (Argen- 
tina) 

7. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

8. Kimiko Date (Japan) 

9. Natalia Zvereva (Belarus) 

10. Magdalena Maleeva (Bul- 
garia) 

11. Anke Huber (Germany) 

12. Iva Majoli (Croatia) 

13. Mary Joe Fernandez 
(USA) 

14. Brenda Schultz (Nether- 
lands) 


1st Division Soccer Championship 


20th week heats up competition 


taking the number of career Sabine Hack (Germany) 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The most 
astonishing results of the 
Kingdom’s premier soccer 
competition will be cre- 
dited to the past 20th week 
when AI Hussein lost their 
chance of capturing their 
first ever first division 
crown, while AI Wihdat 
remained at the top thanks 
to AI Qadissieh’s 1-0 vic- 
tory over AI Ramtha, and 
AI Arabi’s unexpected 3-2 
win over AI Hussein. 

With only two more 
weeks to go, AI Wihdat 
now have a two point lead 
despite their 1-1 draw with 
AJ Ahli. Their upcoming 
match is against AI Ramtha 
who trail in second place. 

AI Hussein, who were 
the only other serious con- 
tenders and led the 12-team 
standings for most of the 
first round, began to lose 
their grip after their 2-1 loss 
to Kufrsoum in the 16th 
week. They later lost 2-0 to 
AI Ramtha, 1-0 to AI 
Wihdat, before their 3-2 
loss to AI Arabi Friday. 

AI Ramtha’s loss was 
their first in the second . 
round. They have a tough 
match ahead with AI 
Wihdat, and an easy one 
against Shabab AI Hussein. 

Titleholders AI Faisali 
moved up to third place 
after their 5-0 win over 
last-placed AI Jeel, while 
AI Jazireh consolidated 
their place among the top 
five after a convincing 3-0 
win over Kufrsoum. 

The battle at the other 
end of the standings is also 
very' interesting. 

AI Qadissieh are among 
■the last four with 18 points, . 
however they have two 
easy matches against Sha- 
bab AI Hussein and AI 
Jeel. 

AI Arabi are eight with 
19 points but have more 
difficult matches against AI 
Ahli and AI Wihdat. 


AJ Ahli and Kufrsoum 
are tied with 20 points in 
sixth and seventh places. 

AJ Ahli next play AI 
Arabi and AI Jazireh, while 
Kufrsoum meet AI Faisali 
and AI Karmel. 

AJ Faisali, who won the 
title for the past two sea- 
sons, delighted their fans 
"with a hat-trick from striker 
Jiryes Tadros while Firas 
Khalaiieh and Mousa 
A wad added the other two 
in their 5-0 win over AI Jeel 
who are playing their final 
matches in the first divi- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, AI Jazireh 
continued to be one of the 
most surprising reams. 

Although often 
threatened with relegation 
throughout most seasons, 
they have managed to keep 
a top-five standing espe- 
cially after their wn over 
Kufrsoum. 

Violence erupted after 
their match but was quickly 
contained by stadium 
police. The incident was 
reminiscent of their first 
round encounter at AI Maf- 
raq Stadium when Kufr- 
soum fans attacked 
Jazireh 's supporters with 
rocks causing one spectator 
to lose his eyesight. 

Although AI Wihdat’s 


fans were disappointed af- 
ter their 1-1 draw with AI 
Ahli. the other results kept 
the former champions at 
the top despite the fact that 
a win would have put their 
coach's mind to rest. 

Jihad Abdul Mun'em 
scored for AI Wihdat, but 
Nan Yadaj delighted Ahli 
fans with the equaliser in 
the final minute. 

AI Wihdat owe a lot to 
AI Qadissieh’s Mustafa 
Adam who secured his 
teem’s unexpected win 
over AI Ramtha. 

AI Arabi’s 3-2 win over 
AI Hussein was also a de- 
lightful surprise for AI 
Wihdat. 

Although AI Hussein 
took the lead early in the 
7th minute and did not 
expect to be stunned by 
three consecutive Arabi 
goals from Mohammad 
Alawneh and Ayman AI 
Omari, the team did not 
have the chance to equalise 
after Mohammad Shweiter 
added their second goal. 

Shabab AI Hussein 
scored a morale boosting 
2-1 win over AI Karmel to 
slighty improve their re- 
cord, however both teams 
will accompany AI Jeel and 
a still undecided team back 
to the second division. 


Standings after 20th week 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF GA Pts. 

Wihdat 

20 

13 

7 

_ 

26 

4 

33 

Ramtha 

20 

13 

5 

2 

41 

12 

31 

Faisali 

20 

11 

7 

2 

38 

9 

29 

Hussein 

20 

13 

2 

5 

48 

23 

28 

Jazireh 

20 

10 

5 

5 

29 

18 

25 

Ahli 

20 

7 

6 

7 

26 

28 

20 

Kufrsoum 

20 

9 

2 

9 

28 

31 

20 

Arabi 

20 

7 

5 

8 

26 

30 

19 

Qadissieh 

20 

6 

6 

8 

23 

24 

18 

Shahafr AI BuSttB* 

20 

2 

4 

14 

19 

42 

8 

Karmel 4 

20 

1 

4 

15 

13 

50 

6 

Jeel 4 

20 

1 

1 

IS 

11 

57 

3 


^ Relegated to 2nd division. 
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yout free of charge 
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JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB: 676 
TEL: 659059 


the american language center 



JS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 

4 FEBRUARY 1995 - 29 MARCH 1995 SESSION 

Adult English courses 

Classes are held at 9:30 a.m.-l 1 :30 a.m.; 1 1 :45 a.m.-l :45 p.m.; 2:15 p.m. 
4:15 p.m.; 4:30 p.m-6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

General English Skills, Levels 1-6 Each course is 80 hours. 

SPECIAL COURSES FOR RAMADAN, 4 FEBRUARY - 28 FEBRUARY 

Beginning Grammar Levels 1/2 Intermediate Grammar, Levels 3/4 

Beading/Craveratta, Levels 3/4 Advanced Grammar, ' Levels 5/6 

Rtodmg/Writmg, Levels 516 American Film, Levels 5 16 

American Pronunciation, Levels 5 16 GMAT, Level 6 

Levels 6/7 


Intermediate Grammar, 
Advanced Grammar, ’ 
American Fflm, 

GMAT, 

TOEFL, 


Levels 3/4 
Levels 516 
Levels 516 
Level 6 
Level 7 


Eadfewrse i s 40 hours. 

Placement Test and Registration: 

'Jew students should take a placement test and register on January 18 & 25. 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 ajm., or 11 JO ajn. to 1:30 p.m., or 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 


We save you more 

Now open 


Amman- 7th Circle- Tel:8l4l29 
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Infighting on economy 
jolts Rabin government 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s government, its 
popular support severely 
eroded, met on Sunday 
®6®inst a backdrop of bitter 
infighting over the economy 
and the fate of Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank. 

Recent opinion polls show 
Mr. Rabin's ruling Labour 
Party, whose parliamentary 
backing for Middle East 
peace moves rests on a slim 
majority, has been hit hard 
by government economic 
policy, especially a capital 
gains tax. 

The cabinet discussed at 
length Finance Minister 
Abraham Sbohat’s plan to 
cut the budget and pass sav- 
ings on to taxpayers. Bank of 
Israel bead Yaacov Frenkel 
later emerged from the meet- 
ing and told reporters the 
cuts had been approved. 

The $240 million budget 
redaction was approved after 
a major battle which saw one 
minister warn the country - 
was heading for “economic 
disaster.” 

Seven of the 17 ministers 
voted against the cut, which 
affects several ministries and 
was called to cover an adjust- 
ment m taxation. 

Parliament approved a $49 
billion budget in December, 
including a 7.9 per cent in- 
crease in defence spending. 


The reduction sparked fric- 
tion within the cabinet high- 
lighted by a leaked report 
from Police Minister Moshe 
Shaba! . He warned the gov- 
ernment was “hurtling full- 
speed towards an economic 
disaster while the economic 
leadership seems unaware of 
where it is heading." 

Mr. Shahal, who wants to 
be finance minister according 
to Israel Radio, said the pub- 
lic was dissatisfied and pre- 
dicted that higher social 
security payments “threaten 
to bring the disaffection of 
the middle class to the boil.” 

Inflation reached 14.5 per 
cent in Israel last year com- 
pared with 11.2 per cent in 
1993, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics announced. 

The government had pre- 
dicted eight per cent at the 
start of 1994. 

Before Sunday's meeting, 
ministers traded verbal blows 
prompted by media accounts 
of the report by Mr. Shahal 
to Mr. Rabin containing sea-* 
thing criticism of Mr. Snohat 
and other economic officials. 

Ministers of the leftist 
Meretz, Labour's largest 
coalition partner, have also 
demanded that Housing 
Minister Binyamin Beneliez- 
er reveal plans on expanding 
West Bank Jewish settle- 
ments, something Meretz 
says could wreck; peace talks 


with the Palestine Liberation 
Oreanisation (FLO). 

But prolonged wrangling 
over the budget delayed the 
discussion on settlements, 
cabinet sources said. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand of Meretz, a 
senior peace negotiator, said 
Mr. Shahal and other cabinet 
critics of treasury policies 
were doing the work of the 
hardline Likud opposition. 

“The impression here is 
that some Labour Party 
ministers have decided to 
bring down the government," 
Mr. Sarid said. 

“The right and settlers who 
want the government 
weakened couldn't have 
wished themselves more en- 
thusiastic collaborators,” he 
told army radio. ’The truth is 
that if I were prime minister, 

I would throw ail these gays 
down the stairs.” 

The report by Mr. Shahal, 
prompted banner headlines 
in Sunday newspapers. 

The report was quoted as 
describing economic policies 
as “confused... shot from the 
hip" and a result of “lead- 
ership failure by ministers re- 
sponsible for the economy.” 
Israelis had hoped for eco- 
nomic dividends from a peace 
process that went into high 
gear when Mr. Rabin's 
centre-left government came 1 
to power in mid- 1992. j 


Crown Prince , 1 
Princess Sarvath 
return home„ ,j. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath returned home 
Sunday after a several-day 
private visit to the United 
Kingdom. Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath were 
received at. the airport by 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
They were also received by 
several Princes and Prin- 
cesses, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A1 Qassera, the King’s 
advisors, the Crown 
Prince's advisor, the direc- 
tor of the Crown Prince’s 
office, the chairman of the 
Joint Griefs of Staff, the 
directors of the General 
Intelligence and Public 
Security Departments, 
senior Royal Court officials 
and the British ambassador 
to Jordan and his wife. 







U.N. completes evacuation 
from Mogadishu compound 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— U.N. troops and civilians 
were completing their retreat 
from their sprawling com- 
pound in Mogadishu to the 
airport ' Sunday as warring 
sub-clans fought with heavy 
weapons in the streets of the 
capital. 

Tanks accompanied the 
convoys setting out from the 
33-hectare compound, the 
former U.S. embassy, leaving 
behind a 950-strong Pakistani 
security battalion to deter 
looters as contractors remove 
equipment. 

In the Bermuda neighbour- 
hood militias of the Muni- 
sade and Abgal factions of 
the Hawiye dan were battling 
with mortars, recoiliees 
rifles,- rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and heavy machine- 
guns. 

. That fighting — which was 
not impeding the evacuation 
of the compound — resumed 
Saturday after a nine-day lull 
and increased in intensity 
Sunday as dan elders met to 
try to cement a peace accord 
to follow a ceasefire agreed 
on Jan. 5. 

Fighting between the two 
sub-clans in Bermuda and in 
the Medina district of south 
Mogadishu left dose to 200 
dead and some 700 wounded, 
between early December and 
early January. 

It followed the defection of 
Murusade leader Mohammad 
Qanyare Aft ah from the 


camp of warlord All Mahdi. 
Mohammad, who controls 
north Mogadishu, to that of 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, who controls most of 
the south of the dty. 

Medina — . beside the air- 
port — was calm Sunday 
because the Abgals have 
chased the Murusade out of 
the area, leaving it an enclave 
loyal to Mr. Aii Mahdi. 

Medina military comman- 
der Musa Sudi Yalaho made 
it clear Sunday that his men 
are likely to fight Gen. 
Aides cfs militias for control 
of the airport. 

Speaking at his headquar- 
ters deep made the battered 
district, he told AFP: “It is 
my responsibility to run the 
airport. We consider it our 
property, so we shall defend 
it if Aideed’s men try to loot 
it.” 

Officials of General 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance have said that both 
the airport and the port are in 
their area, and that they will 
run both facilities after the 
U.N. troops leave Somalia by 
the time their mandate ex- 
pires on March 31. 

Some efforts are con- 
tinuing to try to constitute 
joint committees to run both 
the port and the airport. 

Yalaho said his militias 
would respect the U.S. 
embassy compound as U.S. 
property, but added that “we 
mav react” if Gen. Aideed’s 


militias occupy it and used 
the area to attack die Abgals. 

U.N. staff freed 


A group of foreign staff of 
the United Nations mission in 
Somalia were freed on Sun- 
day after negotiations with 
gunmen who held them hos- 
tage on Saturday, U.N. 
sources said. 

The kidnappers had de- 
manded money that they said 
they were owed by the Un- 
ited Nations. It was not dear 
on what grounds they had 
agreed to free the hostages. 

Among those held was die 
United Nation's chief trans- 
port officer, Ray Botham. He 
was back at work by midday 
on Sunday, apparently un- 
harmed. 

Somali sources said only 
five people had been held but 
U.N. military spokesman 
Major Zobair Chattha on 
Saturday put die number ax 

A Somali source said: 
“They removed the gunmen 
from the area. It is all nor- 
mal.” 

Maj. Chattha said former 
U.N. Somali staff, deman- 
ding what they said were 
overdue payments, entered a 
U.N. residential building 
near Mogadishu airport and 
seized the foreign employees. 

(C ontinue d on page 7) 


Jordan 
calls on 
Israel to 
resolve 
refugee 
problem 

CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan on 
Sunday told a meeting by 
Arab countries hosting 
Palestinian refugees that 
Israel was responsible for the 
delay in implementing U.N. 
resolutions and in perpetuat- 
ing the sufferings of the re- 
fugees. 

“The international com- 
munity should shoulder its 
responsibilities and exert 
pressure on Israel to with- 
draw from the occupied terri- 
tories and allow the refugees 
to be repatriated,” Asem 
Ghosheh, Jordan’s delegate, 
told the meeting. 

Mr. Ghosheh said the sus- 
tainability of peace requires 
implementation of die peace 
accords on the ground so that 
justice and honorable peace 
can be achieved. 

~He called on Israel to halt 
its Jewish settlement prog- 
rammes in the occupied lands 
and end its human rights 
violations to ensure the suc- 
cess of the peace process. 

Mr. Ghosheh, bead of the 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs, said the Palestine 
question was Jordan’s main 
concern in the region and the 
Kingdom would pursue 
efforts to alleviate the •. 
Palestinian people’s suffering 
by all possible means. 

He said Jordan calls on the 
host countries represented at 
the meeting to discuss the 
activities and the services 
offered to the refugees by the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 

He stressed the need for 
the agency to continue its 
rervices in all its fields of 
operations until the refugee 
problem b resolved. 


Dozens dead as Kurdish clashes 
flare anew in northern Iraq 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Fierce clashes have flared 
anew for control of the main 
town in Kurdish-held north- 
ern Iraq, leaving “dozens of 
dead” and shattering a three- 
day lull, Kurdish officials said 
Sunday. 

Officials in Tehran said the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) of Massud Barzani 
Launched a new offensive on 
Saturday against the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) of 
Jala! Talabani, taking control 
of several areas near Arbil. 

In London, a PUK offiaal 
acknowledged the KDP had 
taken “some pockets” in the 
suburbs of Erbil, the seat of 
an Iraqi Kurdish “parlia- 
ment,” bat he said the main 
thrust of the assault was re- 
pelled. 

The KDP had left behind 
“dozens of dead” on the 
ground, Sami Shorash told 
the London-based Arabic 
newspaper A1 Hayat, without 
giving casualty figures for his 
own group. 

“Fierce fighting is going 
on, both tides have reported 
victims," said the Kurdish 
Information Centre, also 
based in London. 

A spokesman for the inde- 
pendent group, contacted by 
telephone from Cyprus, said 
Mr. Barzani’s fighters had 
captured three villages near 
Arbil: Keshnizam, Hasarok 
and Ceman. 

Mr. Barzani himself super- 
vised tire assault, other Kur- 
dish sources told Ai Hayat. 


PUK radio and television sta- 
tions, meanwhile, called on 
Mr. TalabanTs fighters to 
mobilize in defence of Arbil. 

An artillery duel has also 
broken out in the Shaqlawa 
region to the east, which the 
KDP took over from PUK 
last month. 

Al Hayat said Mr. Barzani 
refused to abide by a cease- 
fire brokered on January 8 by 
the Iraqi National Congress 
(INC) opposition alliance un- 
less Mr. Talabani withdrew 
his forces from Erbil. 

The PUK captured the dty 
in late December. 

Ahmad Chalabi, head of 
the INC, has broken off his 
mediation in protest at the 
renewed bloodshed after a 
lull since Wednesday, the 
newspaper added. 

Fighting which erupted on 
Dec. 24 claimed between 100 
and 500 lives, according to 
different Kurdish sources. 
There has been no indepen- 
dent estimate on the overall 
toll. 

Iraq’s ambassador to Ank- 
ara sard thousands of civilians 
died in the month of fightin g 
which caused an exodus from 
north Iraq. 

Ambassador Raffi Al Tlk- 
riti told Turkey’s Anatolian 
news agency thousands of 
civilians bad been killed in 
Erbil alone. 

Mr. Tikriti said there was 
“a heavy migration” of civi- 
lians east to Iran and south 
towards territory held by Ira- 


qi government forces. 

- Turkey said last week more 
titan 500 Iraqi Kurdish guer- 
rillas and avinans bad died in 
the PUK-KDP feud. 

Mr. Tikriti said Turkey's 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrilla group, ydudi has 
bases m northern Iraq, was 
aiding the PUK. 

“There is a close rela- 
tionship between the PKK 
and Talabani,’’ he told 
Anatolian. The Turkish 
Foreign Ministry has warned 
the two Iraqi Kurdish groups 
not to cooperate with the 
PKK. 

The Foreign Ministry held 
meeting last week with the 
Ankara representatives of 
the PUK and KDP to work 
out a ceasefire. The PUK 
says the clashes started after' 
a dispute over the payment of 
taxes to the Kurdish adminis- 
tration in ErbiL 

The PUK and KDP, shar- 
ing power in northern Iraq 
since 1992, vie for supremacy 
although they have fbugth 
together against the fotoe^bf 
President Saddam. Hussein; 
who crushed a Kurdish rebel- 
lion after Baghdad's Gulf war 
defeat in 1991.' • 

• Kurdish-held territory in 
northern Iraq is protected 
from government troops by a 
Western allied air force based 
in southern Turkey. ./ 

The PUK is stronger in the 
southern part of the Kurdish 
area, while the KDFs main 
base is to the, north near 
Turkey. ‘ 


Board chairman and fired editor 
of Sawt Al Shaab trade charges 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Air force fails in Iraq coup — Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iraqi air force officers mounted a coujJ 
against President Saddam Hussein but he escaped assas- 
sins’ bullets near one of his palaces around Baghdad, the 
official Iranian news agency reported Sunday. IRNA, 
quoting Iraqi sources in Amman, said 14 air force officers 
were arrested and their alleged ringleader. General 
Mohammad Mazloum Al Dalimiyi, was “savagely” ex- 
ecuted. The coup was foiled after gunmen failed to hit the 
Iraqi president near Al Ramadi palace, it said. But IRNA 
gave no date for the failed coup, and there was no 
immediate comment on the report from Baghdad or the 
Iraqi opposition in exile. The Iraqi air force was devastated 
in the 1991 Gulf war for Kuwait, with many warplanes 
flown to safety in neighbouring Iran, which itself fought a 
1980-1988 war against Iraq. 

Nasreen’s trial put back for third time 

DHAKA (AFP) — The trial of exiled Bangladeshi writer 
Taslima Nasreen was put back Sunday for the third time 
after tbe .presiding Magistrate fell ill. Idrisur Rahman, a 
lawyer for the writer, said Assistant Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate A.K.M. Kamaluddin, who was scheduled to 
hear the case, was sick and had set Jan. 23 as. the: new date. 
Tbe defence also submitted an application saying the 
magistrate's court “is not competent to proceed further 
without (the) sanction" of the government as ordered by 
the high court. Last Tuesday, a two-judge high court bench 
rejected a request by Ms. Nasreen's lawyers that her trial in 
absentia for blaspheming Islam be dismissed. But the 
judges ordered the magistrate to halt the action until the 
prosecution gets formal approval for the trial from the 
interior ministry. Senior legal sources said the magistrates 
court could also ask for the approval. They said it was 
difficult to say if the sanction would be ready by Jan. 23. 

Dudayev’s son burled following death in battle 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The elder son of Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev was buried on Saturday after dying of 
wounds received in the Chechen conflict, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said here Sunday. It quoted the chairman of 
Chechenya’s council of elders. Said Achmed Adivov. The 
chairman did not specify where Ovlur Dudaev, aged 23, 
was buried. He was injured on Dec. 26 during an attack on 
Russian forces near Argun, east of Grozny. Dzhokhar 


Dudayev has led a month-long fight by Chechens against 
intervention by Russian forces to crush Chechenya’s’ 
three-year-old secession bid. The Chechen leader, who is 
mam&cLto an ethnic Russian, has one surviving son, and a 

Iran scales down ties with Norway 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has decided to scale down its 
diplomatic relations with Norway in protest at Oslo's 
support for Iranian opposition groups and British writer 
balman Rushdie, a weekly newspaper said here Sunday. A 
Foreign Ministry official told Kayban-e-Havaii that Iran 
would continue to maintain relations with Norway at a 
rwluced level until Oslo changes its attirude towards" the 
Islamic republic. Iran’s ambassador to Norway Abdo 
Rabun Gavahi was recalled earlier this month for fainting in 
a letter to the Norwegian foreign ministry that his 
government could change its policy on the death sentence 
tssued agauist Mr. Rushdie. The late founder of the Islamic 
republic. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, condemned the 
author to death in 1989. saying his novel “Tbe Satanic 
verses had blasphemed against Islam. Since Ayatollah 
Khomeini s death Iranian leaders have upheld the sentence 
despite strong criticism from Western countries. 

Kuwait should study quake risk — scientist 

Kuwait should respond to recent earth 
tremors by monitoring seismic activity more dosehr to 
aMess the nsk .to residents and oilfields, a scientist sad in 
remote poubhshed on Sunday. “The populace should be 


Uneducated Kuwait 

STfISiSj ted 35 Say ? lg £ y A1 =*5™* newspaper 
Arab Tiroes- Kuwait haTre^ 
corded several tremors in recent weeks and newspapers 

SLT’Sf 1 lB,ehtened “ n “ rn «»» -5T-S2 

SfiFR, no «»* tremor damage to 

reCOrdcd s L nce stan of commercial 
fLP”? *3°' In la “ December Kuwait 
record®! a small tremor measuring 3,3 on the Richter 
srale. ftosdencs recorded a series of tremors this month 
although no offiaal measurements have been published Ai 

month it had received 
a ngry calls from residents demanding the government 
investigate the tremors and publish the results 


By Ayman Al Safadf 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) is 
looking into the reasons be- 
hind the firing of the chief 
editor of Sawt Al Sba’b Ara- 
bic daily, Abdul Salam Al 
Tarawneh, but the company’s - 
chairman of the board, 
Abdul Hai Ai Majali, says 
that any effort to reinstate 
the editor would be fotile. 

JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah declined comment on 
the incident beyond saying 
that the association had re- 
ceived a complaint from Mr. 
Tarawneh and would follow 
up the issue with the con- 
cerned authorities. 

Informed sources also said 
that the government, which 
ofems 80 per cent of the pap- . 
er, is also looking into the 
incident. 

But Mr. Majali said the 
decision to dismiss Mr. 
Tarawneh, which was taken 

last week, was final and it had 
the approval of all members 
of the board of the 
financially-troubled news- 
paper. 

Mr. Tarawneh told the Jor- 
dan Times that his dismissal 
from the paper was prompted 
by his rejection of managerial 
intervention in the editorial 
policy of the paper, adding 
that Mr. Majali unilaterally 
took the decision to fire him 
without tbe consent of the 
board. 

He said troubles between 
him. and Mr. Majali storied 
when the chairman began 
attempting to have articles 
that “unfairly and unprofes* 
sionalty criticise Jordanian 
political figures” published in 
the papfcr. 

Mr. Tarawneh, who took 
over the editorship of tire 
paper in July last year, said 
he refushed to publish such 
articles which Mr. Majali 




Abdul Hai Majali 

wanted to have printed under 
false names. 

The incident that brou ght 
the confrontation to the deci- 
sion to fire Mr. Tarawneh 
was the editor’s refusal to 
publish an editorial staring 
that former Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali was to 
form the new gover n ment de- 
spite strong reports that Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker Was to 
head the new cabinet, Mr. 
Tarawneh said. 

He said the_ chairman of 
the board, who is also general 
manager of the paper, . 
wanted other articles ex- 
tremely critical of Jordanian 
personalities to be published 
m the paper under the signa- 
ture of the “editor,” even 
though they were written by 
Other people, including an 
editorial consultant who was * 
hired by Mr. Majali agy'nct 
the will of Mr. Tarawneh. 

Mr. Majali, a brother of 
former Prune Minister Ma- 
jali. also tried to use “the 
power of people outside the 
paper to influence tbe policy 
of the paper," said Mr. 
Tarawneh.- 

Mr. Tarawneh showed this 
reporter an article critical of a 
parliamentarian and signed 
by a “citizen from Karak” as 
an example of the articles 


Abdul Salam Tarawneh chained himseld to the axlp 

Malawi ministries? 
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Britons favour 
William, not 
Charles, as king . 

LONDON (R) — Mostpeof 
pfe in Britain want Prince 
william, not his father Prince 
Charles, to become king, 
according to a Sunday news- 
paper poll. "Prince Quote! 

popularity has fallen to such a 
kw that 54 percent of people 

now want .his son to inherit 
the crown if be reaches the 
age of- 18 before the queen 
dies,"- the Sunday Express 
said. Forty-two' per cent sup- 
ported Prince Grades and 
four per cent were unde- 
cided. A majority of the 


the ICM survey also said that 
! Princess Anne, Prince 
Charles’ younger sister, 
would make a better 
monarch. The poll, which r, 
was taken after it was 
announced earlier this week 
that the prince’s long-time 
mistress Camilla Parker 
i Bowles and her husband 
H would divorce. Prince 
Charles and his wife Princess 
Diana separated two years 
ago after more than a decade 
of marriage. Their eldest son 
-Prince W illiam win be 18 in 
six years time, but Queen 
Elizabeth has given no in- 
- dicatian that she will abdicate 
1 in favour of her son or grandr 
son. “The long-term pros- 
v pects for the monarchy are 
i still grim. More than one in 
four now think the monarch 
will go in the next 10 years 
and 29 per cent say they 
would be better off without-a 
royal family now,” tbe news-' 
paper said. 

U.K. minister 
gets animal 
rights threat 

LONDON (R) — Animal 
rights activists campaigning- 
against the export of live 
calves from Britain to con- 
tinental Europe have 
threatened the life of a minis- 
ter who allowed animals from 
his farm to be shipped, V 
Sunday newspaper said. The 
Mail on Sunday, quoting a 
senior police source, said 
Agriculture Munster William 
Waldegrave received a letter 
booby-trapped with razor ' 
blades at nis home. “Those 
dose to Mr. Waldegrave are 
. now extremely concerned 
' over his safety as be has 
become the number one 
target of a group described by 
an aide as “the most danger? 
ous fanatics, after the ERA 
(Irish Republican Army)," 
the newspaper said. Mr. Wal- 
degrave has come under fire 
from animal rights protesters 
.for the involvement of Iris'- 
family’s dairy farm in die 
export of calves which are 
crated 'up to be slaughtered 
for veal meat. The reported 
threat is tbe latest episode-ih 
an increasingly violent cam- 
paign against the export of 
■live calves which began two 
weeks ago when demonstra- 
tors besieged tire port of 
ShorehHniL in southern Eng^ 
land, protesters have dashed 
repeatedly in several areas of 
tire country. Police arrested 
five people Saturday near the 
docks in Plymouth, southern - 
England, as they escorted Tfi 
trucks- with calves and sheep 
past a protesting crowd of 40 
people. On Friday, activists 
prevented a convoy of lorries 
carrying calves from entering 
Swansea Airport in Wales 
when a protester got under- 
neath ■ tire first vehicle and 
chained himseld to tbe axlp!: 

Malawi ministries^ 
phones cut for £> 
notpayingbflis -I i 

BLANTYRE, Malawi (R) ^ { 

Malawi's post office Iras efit 
off parliament’s telephones 
and those erf many govern- 
ment ministries for not 
pairing their, bills. Posts arid 
Telecommunications Coj- 

g D ration chief accountant 
ddison Chidzamika told 
Reuters Saturday that cus^ 
tamers were Warned last 
month that services would be 
disconnected unless tire bills 
were paid by Dec. 31. Gov- 
eminent sources 'said the exu I 
tire capital hfi] area houang / 
government ministries in the | 
administrative capital LOongvr 
had been cut off. Parliament 
in Zomba, northeast of Blau-, 
tyre, was also without phones 
for non-payment bfbills. Mr 
Ontizamika said that by last 
October, government minis-, 
tnes and offices oweji about 
S3.0 million and^private coqy 









